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FROM  THE  PRESIDENfS  DESK 


Reports  of  good  bloom  from  throughout  the  country  are  always 
encouraging.  Not  only  are  our  labors  in  the  garden  rewarded  but  our 
members  are  inspired  to  greater  achievements  and  enthusiasm. 
Enthusiatic  members  generate  new  members  by  staging  well  at¬ 
tended  shows  and  by  urging  friends  and  neighbors  to  share  the  beauty 
that  abounds  in  their  gardens. 

Commercial  growers  are  reporting  record  sales  which  indicate  that 
some  of  us  are  improving  our  gardens  and  helping  to  create  iris  interest 
by  sharing  with  others. 

Membership  Secretary,  Ronald  Mullin,  reports  that  we  are  gaining 
new  members  substantially.  At  last  report  three  Regions  attained  a 
100%  renewal  rate.  Regions  10  12  and  16  offer  all  other  Regions  a 
challenge  to  try  seriously  for  a  perfect  renewal  record.  Ron  Mullin,  is 
doing  a  spendid  job  of  handling  the  duties  as  Membership  Secretary. 
He  deserves  complete  cooperation  and  heartfelt  appreciation  from  all 
of  us.  To  Ron  we  say,  "THANKS!" 

We  were  especially  impressed  with  the  Bulletin  coverage  of  the 
Huntsville  Convention.  The  garden  writers  seem  to  cover  every  phase, 
including  irises,  nature  and  human  interest.  All  of  this  made  very 
interesting  reading.  We  found  the  Summer  issue  of  the  Bulletin  to  be  a 
well  balanced  coverage  of  the  activities  of  the  Society  written  and 
edited  with  style.  We  know  Editor  Dasch  will  welcome  comments  from 
any  and  all  of  our  readers.  This  is  the  only  menthod  of  learning  what  you 
like  in  your  Bulletin. 

Not  only  will  the  Bulletin  Editor  welcome  your  comments,  but  every 
member  should  feel  free  at  all  times  to  contact  any  Officer,  director, 
RVP,  or  Committee  Chairman  on  any  AIS  related  subject.  All  of  your 
leaders  are  eager  to  listen  to  your  ideas  for  improving  your  Society.  So 
speak  up!  It  is  your  Society  and  we  all  want  to  go  forward. 

At  this  time  we  are  looking  forward  to  the  Fall  Board  Meeting  in 
Minneapolis.  The  Minnesota  Iris  Society  will  be  the  host  that  weekend 
and  we  are  anticipating  meeting  some  of  the  members  for  the  first  time 
and  renewing  some  friendships. 

Should  you  have  a  matter  in  mind  you  feel  should  be  brought  before 
the  Directors  at  the  Fall  meeting,  please  contact  the  Secretary,  Caro! 
Ramsey,  or  me. 

Won't  you  encourage  your  friends  and  neighbors  to  share  the 
measure  that  association  with  our  fine  people  provides? 


Leon  Wolford 
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THE  WINNERS! 


Good  news!  Mary  Frances,  a  mid  blue-violet  tall  bearded  selt  created 
by  Larry  Gaulter  won  the  1979  Dykes  Memorial  Medal  by  capturing 
16,8%  of  the  701  votes  in  the  category.  No  runoff  vote  was  needed.  Our 
sincere  congratulations  to  Mr.  Gaulter! 

Congratulations  also  go  to  Nathan  Rudolf  and  James  Gibson,  who 
hybridized  Lemon  Mist  and  Going  My  Way,  this  year's  runners-up. 

Awards  Chairman  Kenneth  Waite  and  his  wife,  Agnes,  report  that  967 
Awards  Ballots  were  mailed  to  judges  and  733  were  returned  on 
schedule.  Not  all  judges  voted  in  all  categories,  of  course,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  the  categories  receiving  substantial  numbers  of 
votes. 

535  votes  were  received  for  the  Cook-Douglas  Medal  (SDB);  512 
votes,  for  the  Knowiton  Medal  (BB)  and  497  votes  fortheSass  Medal  (IB). 
Other  categories  trailed  far  behind,  with  the  interest  in  modern 
medians  seeming  obvious.  The  Morgan  Award  for  Siberians  attracted 
the  next  highest  votes,  370. 

The  iris  winners  by  the  largest  margins  were  Swizzle  for  the  Hans  and 
Jacob  Sass  Medal,  Ila  Crawford  capturing  the  Nies  Award  for  spurias 
and  Steprng  LiTTiEgarnering  the  Knowiton  Medal.  Hybridizers  of  these  rur> 
away  champions  were  Ben  Hager  for  the  first  two  and  Harry  Kuesel  for 
the  last. 


LEMON  MIST  and  GOING  MY  WAY  were  runners-up  for  the  1979  [>ykes  Medal. 
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1979  AIS  AWARDS 

DYKES  MEMORIAL  MEDAL 


Votes 

118  Mary  Frances  (L.  Gaulter) 
Runners-Up 

87  Lemon  Mist (N.  Rudolph) 

56  Going  My  Way  (J.  Gibson) 


NAMED  AWARDS 

COOK-DOUGLAS  MEDAL  (SDB) 

95  Kentucky  Bluegrass(B.  Jones) 

Runners-Up 

84  Candy  Apple  (M.  Hamblen) 

77  Boo(L  Markham) 

HANS  &  JACOB  SASS  MEDAL  (IB) 

120  Swizzle  (B.  Hager) 

Runners-Up 

75  Appleblossom  Pink  (J.  Boushay) 

68  Tumwater(G.  Plough) 

66  Apache  Warrior  (A,  Brown) 

WILLIAMSON-WHITE  AWARD  (MTB) 

44  White  Canary  (E.  Roberts) 

Runners-Up 

35  Panda  (M.  Dunderman) 

34  Dancing  Gold  (J.  Witt) 

MORGAN  AWARD  (SIB) 

43  Augury  (W.  McGarvey) 

Runners-Up 

41  Savoir  Faire(S.  DuBose) 

29  Steve  (S.  Varner) 

ERIC  NIES  AWARD  (SPU) 

76  Ila  Crawford  (B.  Hager) 

Runners-Up 

38  Buttered  Chocolate 

(D.  Niswonger) 

34  Plain  Jane  (W.  Ferguson) 
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The  Standard  Dwarf  Bearded  variety  SWIZZLE 
(above)  ran  away  with  the  Sass  Medal. 
AUGURY  (right)  won  the  Morgan  Award  for 
Siberians,  while  the  spuria  ILA  CRAWFORD 
(below)  collected  the  Nies  Award. 
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Votes 


KNOWLTON  MEDAL  (BB) 

1 09  Stepping  Little  (H,  Kuesel) 

Runners-Up 

69  Aint  Nuthin'  (J,  Gibson) 

55  Copy  Cat  (J.  Ohio) 

CAPARNE  AWARD  (MDB) 

37  Libation  (B.  Hager) 

Runners-Up 

36  April  Ballet  (C.  Palmer) 

30  Nuggets  (D.  Sindt) 

C.  G.  WHITE  AWARD  (AR) 

53  Genetic  Dancer  (Danielson') 

Runner-Up 

41  Sheik  (B.  Hager 

MOHR  AWARD  (AB) 

43  PoGO  Doll(L  Christlieb) 

Runner-Up 

31  Aril  D\dy(H.  Danielson) 

MITCHELL  AWARD  (CA) 

1 8  Los  Gatos  (J.  Gh io) 

Runners-Up 

15  Councilman  (J.  Ghio) 

14  Restless  Native  (J.  Ghio) 

W.  A  PAYNE  AWARD  (JAP) 

28  Prairie  Velvet  (A.  Hazzard) 

Runner-Up 

19  Evening  Reverie  (F.  Maddocks) 

MARY  SWORDS  DEBALLION  AWARD  (LA) 

54  This  I  Love(F.  Chowning) 

Runners-Up 

38  F.  A.  C.  McCULLa(C.  Arny,  Jr.) 

35  Shrimp  Creole  (J.  Ghio) 


The  Named  Awards  and  Awards  of  Merit  are  presented  to  the  hybridizers 
of  the  winning  varieties  at  the  Awards  Banquet  that  concludes  each 
national  convention. 
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BICENTIENNIAL  (above)  was  the  top  AM  tall 
bearded  winner,  and  STEPPING  LITTLE  (right) 
collected  the  Knowiton  MedaL  The  Debaillon 
Award  was  won  by  THIS  I  LOVE  (below). 


Winners 


I 
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More  Winners 


RUFFLED  BALLET  (right)  was  among  the  tall 
bearded  HM  winners.  The  top  SDB  -  AM 
winner  was  HOCUS  POCUS  (below),  and 
CHILD  STAR  (below  right)  topped  the  BB  -  AM 
winners’  list. 
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AWARDS  OF  MERIT 


TALL  BEARDED 


Votes 

150  Bicentennial  (Ghio) 

1 33  Cranberry  Ice  (Schreiners) 

1 1 0  Chartruese  Ruffles  (Rudolph) 

107  Ruffled  Ballet  (Roderick) 

91  Betty  Simon  (Hamblen) 

91  Gypsy  Belle  (Hamner) 

91  Valentina  (Spence) 

90  Chamber  Music  (Williamson) 
90  Flair  (Gatty) 

89  Old  Flame  (Ghio) 

87  Modern  CM\ssic(Knocke) 

82  Dover  Beach  (Nearpass) 


Runners-Up 

80  Thelma  Rudolph  (Rudolph) 
77  Dialogue  (Ghio) 

77  Orange  Empire  (Hamner) 
72  Deep  Pacific  (Burger) 

72  CERiSHED(Coriew) 

72  Kentucky  Derby  (D.  Mohr) 


BORDER  BEARDED 

73  Child  Star  (Ghio) 

65  Tawny  Gold  (Hickerson) 
64  Maroon  Bells  (T.  Magee) 


INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

138  Peachy  Face  (B.  Jones) 

137  Raspberry  Blush  (M.  Hamblen) 
59  Cumquat  (Moldovan) 


STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

71  hlocus  Pocus(B,  Hager) 
61  Starry  Eyed  (J.  Gatty) 

53  Oliver (H.  Nichols) 

48  WiNK(J,  Gatty) 


Runners-Up 

62  Pink  Lollipop  (J,  Marsh) 
52  Bethany  (G.  Corlew) 

48  Little  Admiral  (E.  Burger) 
48  Pocket  Size  (Plough) 


Runners-Up 

57  PocKEF  Money (M.  Doling) 
50  Virtue  (J,  Gatty) 

46  Pharaoh'S  Daughter 
(J,  Boushay) 

45  Rikki  Tiki  (M.  Rogers) 


Runners-Up 

40  Queen'S  Pawn  (B.  Jones) 

39  Betsy  Boo  (B.  Warburton) 

34  Forty  Winks  (Moldovan) 

34  Sapphire  Gem  (H.  Schmelzer) 
34  Son  Air  (B.  Warburton) 
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Also  winners  were  SUGAR  TREE,  a  TB  -  HM  (upper  left);  MARTHA  MIA  the  top  aril  HM  (upper 
right);  WHIM,  the  top  SDB  •  HM  (lower  left)  and  SNOW  MOUND,  a  TB  -  HM  winner  (lower  right). 
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HONORABLE  MENTION 


TALL  BEARDED 

‘87  Sugar  Tree  (Bledsoe) 

'86  Snowmound  (Schreiners) 

67  Plum  Gleam  (Gibson) 

65  Sunrise  Point (B.  Jones) 

64  Doodle  Strudel  (Ensminger) 

61  Rx^lish  P^ASURE(Gaulter) 

60  Carnival  Time  (Schreiners) 
57  Love  Sonnet  (Hannblen) 

54  Monaco  (B,  Brown) 

52  Beauty  Crown  (Hamner) 

52  Cornerstone  (Corlew) 

52  Stormy  Stallion  (Schreiners) 
52  Tennessee  Frost  (McWhirter) 
51  Center  Fold  (Niswonger) 

51  Ins^gator  (Rex  Brown) 

51  Passionale  (Corlew) 

51  Pearl  Frost  (Rudolph) 

49  Evening  In  Paris  (Sexton) 

49  Genesis  (Tompkins) 

49  Space  Blazer  (Gibson) 

48  Elysian  Fields  (Coulter) 

46  Infatuation  (Corlew) 

46  Molly  Mahhews  (Bledsoe) 
45  Lady  Of  Spai  n  (  Lu  i  h  n) 

44  Indian  Princess  (Hamblen) 
44  Orange  Wonder  (Hamner) 
44  Rose  Caress  (O.  Brown) 

44  Sun  Toasted  (Gibson) 

42  Serene  Duet  (D.  Palmer) 

41  Buttonwillow(B.  Roe) 

41  Fresno  Fiesta  (Wei ler) 

40  Coral  Strand  (Niswonger) 
40  Orange  Frosting  (Plough) 
40  Sugar  Bear  (Boushay) 

38  Baby  Face  (K.  Mohr) 

38  Crystal  City  (Burger 

38  Shocking  Pink  (Reinhardt) 
38  Warm  And  Toasty  (Plough) 
37  Soldiers' Chorus  (Spence) 
36  Gifted  Wrapped  (D.  Palmer) 


Glacier  Shadows  (Shaver) 
Queen  Of  Florence 
(Mallory) 

Strawberry  Sundae 

(H.  Schmelzer) 

Burnt  Toffee  (Schreiners) 

Blue  Theme  (D,  Palmer) 
Clarendon  (Coulter) 

Loudoun  Delight  (Crossman) 
Shadow  Magic  (Hamner) 
Sultan  s  Palace  (Schreiners) 
Buttered  All  Over  (Marsh) 
Delora  Fisher  (Mayberry) 
Disco  Music  (Williamson) 
Melon  Bisque  (Quesnel) 

Miss  Priss  (Quesnel) 

Crystal  Dawn  (Rudolph) 
Magic  Candle  (Meek) 

Orange  Splendor  (Gibson) 
Dancing  Violet  (Rudolph) 
Golden  Sparkler  (Hamner) 
High  TEA(Knocke) 

Maumelle  Snow  (Butler) 

Mixed  Bouquet  (O,  Brown) 
Quiescent  (Boushay) 

Arsonist  (Steinhauer) 

Crows  NEST(Knocke) 

Dasher  (O.  Brown) 

Firestone  (Varner) 

Gamboge  Gal 

(J.  &  P.  Hoffmeister) 
Magic  Lady  (Sexton) 

Pink  Picotee  (Nearpass) 

Rose  TAnoo  (Nearpass) 

Snow  Jade  (M.  Parker) 

Sunny  Delight  (Luihn) 

Golden  Trine  (Bledsoe) 

Isle  Of  Capri  (Spahn) 

Melted  Chocolate  (M,  Doling) 
Bright  Dandelion  (Schreiners) 
Le  Sedna  (Peterson) 


36 

36 

36 

35 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

31 

31 

31 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

29 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

27 

27 

27 

26 

26 
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TALL  BEARDEDXon't, 

26  Lilting  Lullaby  (D,  Palmer) 

26  LuAu(Ghio) 

26  Sa^n  Glass  (Blocher) 

26  Sweetheart  Waltz  (Meek) 

BORDER  BEARDED 
36  Peaches  Ala  Mode  (Vallette) 
29  Angela  (Wolff) 

25  Irish  Crochet  (Vallette) 

24  Little  Lisa  (Madsen) 

23  Butter  Blaze  (Breth) 

INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

53  PotLuch  (B.  Hager) 

47  Pink  Amulet  (Plough) 

39  Avanelle  (W.  Jones) 

38  Party  Finery  (E.  Roberts) 

36  Family  Circle  (H.  Nichols) 

33  Confrontation.  (C. Palmer) 
STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 
38  Whim  (B.  Hager) 

34  Lemon  Tang  (B.  Hager) 

29  Cherry  Drops  (L.  Harder) 

27  Byword  (Boushay) 

27  Peppermint  Twist  (Schreiners) 
22  Open  Sky  (Warburton) 

2 1  Cactus  Flower  (A.&  D.  Wi  I  loft) 

21  Crown  Princess  (A  Brown) 

21  Daisy  (C,  Palmer) 

21  Diligence  (A. Brown) 

21  Jan  Reagan  (K.  Shaver) 

21  Skip  Stitch  (D.  Rawdon) 

MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED 

21  Fair  Haldis  (J.  Witt) 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

37  Golden  Harmony  (H.  Hite) 

34  Nancy  Butterfly (H,  Hite) 

31  Lihle  May  Dancer  (H.  Hite) 

ARIL 

33  Martha  Mia  (Hunt) 

1 7  Song  Of  Solomon  (Bushey) 

1 5  Granted  Wish  ( Peterson) 

12  Fourteen  For  Rachel  (Hunt) 
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Lombardy  (Gaulter) 

Mary  GADD(Gadd) 

Mill  Valley  (Gaulter) 
Stitched  Right  (M.  Rogers) 

Kibitizer  (A  Brown) 
Appaloosa  (Suiter) 

Sky  Ruby  (Peterson) 

Smoky  Charcoal  (Cupp) 


Little  Saint  (Plough) 

Hot  Pursuit  (A.  Brown) 
Midnight  Stroll  (C.  Palmer) 
Blazing  Torch  (Christensen) 
Jungle  Country  (Moldovan) 


Erin  Lad  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
Quilting  party  (Kavan) 

Indigo  Crown  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
Ishmael  (Boushay) 

Loudoun  Pixie  (Crossman) 
Maltese  Kihen  (Willott) 

Nanny  (Schreiners) 

April  Fool(B.  Hager) 

Bonnie  D  (Briscoe) 

Galleon  Gold  (Schreiners) 
Petite  Polka  (Willott) 

Frosted  Olives  (W.  Jones) 
Silvery  Finery  (C.  Palmer) 


Subtle  Charm  (Carstensen) 
Easter  Rehearsal  (Hite) 

Lihle  Jane(F.  Williams) 

Moon  Over  Shiraz  (McKusick) 
Country  Morning  (Danielson) 
Harem  Jewel  (Clark) 

Sheik  Jamil  (Tearington) 


25 

25 

25 

25 

21 

18 

18 

15 

24 

23 

23 

18 

18 

20 

20 

19 

18 

18 

18 

18 

17 

16 

16 

16 

15 

15 

30 

26 

22 

12 

11 

10 

10 


ARILBRED 


26 

Urubanite  (Crandall) 

14 

Quality  Street  (Crandall) 

LOUISIANA 

21 

Charlie'S  Evangeune 

14 

Streaker  (MacMillan) 

(C.  Arny 

13 

Chosen  Love  (MacMillan) 

19 

Roll  Call  (MacMillan) 

12 

Charjoy’s  David  (C.  Arny,  Jr.) 

16 

Louisiam^  Teddy  Bear 
(C.  Arny) 

Up  Town  (MacMillan) 

12 

Yeloponie  (MacMillan) 

16 

11 

10 

Evelyn  Boon  (C.  Amy,  Jr.) 
Charjoy's  Mary  (C.  Arny,  Jr.) 

15 

15 

Alibi  (MacMillan) 

Creamed  Cofee  (C.  Arny) 

10 

Wish  Bone  (MacMillan) 

CALIFORNICAE 

25 

Frivolous  Rnk(D.  Foster) 

14 

Flounced  Beauty  (D.  Foster) 

23 

Native  PAJS^No(McCaskill) 

12 

Franciscan  Padre  (McCaskili) 

16 

Big  Bonanza  (McCaskil I) 

11 

Flute  Lute  (McCaskili) 

SPURIA 

21 

Robin  Rebecca  (Walker) 

17 

Cannonade  (B.  Roe) 

JAPANESE 

12 

SoKiTUYu  (Shook) 

15 

Prairie  Royalty  (Hazzard) 

11 

Recurring  Theme  (McEwen) 

15 

Prairie  Sunburst  (Hazzard) 

14 

Prairie  Mantle  (Hazzard) 

SIBERIAN 

No  variety  received  required  votes. 


Bloomin’  Remberances 

Larry  Gaulter,  CA 

I  first  met  Fred  Deforest  about  1950,  when  he  was  living  in  Monroe, 
Oregon.  As  we  walked  through  the  rows  of  re-selected  seedlings,  I 
spotted  a  two-year  clump  of  a  very  fine  blue-white  with  good  branch¬ 
ing  and  flower  form.  I  was  so  impressed  that  I  knelt  immediately  to 
better  inspect,  examine  and  admire  it.  Fred  remarked  that  he  could  see 
that  I  knew  how  to  properly  pay  respect  and  admiration  for  an  iris  I 
thought  worthy.  It  was  introduced  and  named  Rehobeth. 

This  incident  reminded  me  that  throughout  the  years,  in  the  Sass 
Gardens,  the  Hills',  Melba  Hamblen's,  Cooley's,  etc.,  itwas''de  rigor"  to 
stoop  or  kneel  while  admiring  and  examining  a  particularly  good  iris. 
An  iris  v/ell  grown,  aestheticaly  and  architecturally  constructed,  has  to 
be  one  of  the  most  soul-satisfying  things  to  view.  I  don't  see  as  much  of 
this  kneeling  to  evaluate  as  I  used  to.  Can't  you  just  imagine  several 
hundred  people  in  a  garden,  during  a  national  iris  convention, 
kneeling  all  around?  OUT  OF  SIGHT! 
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First  Bulletin  Index  Completed 


After  nearly  a  year  of  work,  the  INDEX  OF  1977  AIS  BULLETINS  is 
available  to  members.  Credit  tor  this  pilot  project  goes  to  the  Index 
Committee  composed  of  Bee  Warburton,  Harriet  Segessemann,  Alfred 
de  Groat,  Tom  Jacoby  and  Chairman  Dr.  Donald  W.  Koza. 

The  Index  lists  information  and  where  it  is  found  in  the  four  1977 
BULLETINS  according  to  three  seperate  categories:  a.)  people,  b.) 
irises  and  c.)  subjects. 

Copies  may  be  ordered  from  the  AIS  Librarian  (see  Library  List)  tor 
$1 .50  each,  including  postage,  Thistirst  index  may  be  a  collector's  Item, 
because  Dr,  Koza  hand-fed  the  cover  sheet  into  a  small  letter  press  in 
his  home. 

The  new  index  is  the  first  in  a  series,  authorized  by  the  AIS  Board  of 
Directors,  that  will  encompass  all  printed  Bulletin  information  on  any 
aspect  of  irising. 

The  Index  of  1978  BULLETINS  is  underway,  with  considerations  of 
suggestions  received  from  early  purchasers  of  the  1977  edition,  Next 
will  come  a  series  of  even  more  ambitious  projects,  indexes  of  material 
from  ten  year  periods,  going  backlo  AIS  BULLETIN  NO.  1,  published  in 
1920. 

Some  early  year  issues  may  be  published  in  more  economical  forms 
and  distributed  to  key  centers  tor  the  use  of  those  doing  iris  research. 
Some  of  the  issues  may  also  be  computer  printouts  to  supply  the 
workers  with  as  accurate  and  complete  information  as  possible. 

The  enormous  undertaking  will  result  in  the  first  complete  system  to 
organize  all  iris  knowledge  that  has  been  printed  in  BULLETIN  over  its 
59  year  history.  The  long  discussed  project  will  be  of  inestimable  value 
to  many. 

Dr.  Koza  stated  that  volunteers  are  needed  to  act  as  indexers  for 
each  year  of  BULLETINS.  Two  or  more  workers  will  be  assigned  to  each 
year  in  order  to  cover  it  as  completely  as  possible. 

In  addition,  any  issues  of  BULLETIN  that  can  be  donated  for  this 
purpose,  going  back  to  the  first  in  1920,  will  be  appreciated  by  the 
Committee,  Members  and  friends  of  AIS  who  are  actively  working  with 
computers  and  word  processing  equipment  are  also  invited  to  write  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Index  Committee,  Dr.  Donald  W.  Koza,  1171  E. 
Idaho  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55106. 
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Winoers  —  1.979 

The  Great  American  Iris  Photo  Contest 

George  Waters,  Dorothy  Palmer  and 
Paul  Horn  -  Judges 

The  judges  were  unanimous  in  awarding  first  prize  in  Group  One, 
and  the  Grand  Prize,  to  William  F.  Morton  of  Fairview  Heights,  Illinois,  for 
his  photograph  of  Crinoline.  It  is  a  carefully  made  portrait  of  great 
delicacy.  There  is  much  detail  revealed  in  the  flower  and,  by  careful 
lighting,  it  conveys  the  translucent  quality  of  iris  petals  as  no  other  entry 
did.  The  flower  should  have  been  shown  larger  and  .somewhat  lower  in 
the  frame,  with  a  little  less  of  the  stem  visible.  We  were,  however, 
pleased  to  see  the  stem. 

Second  prize  in  Group  One  went  to  Morris  E.  Anderson  for  his  picture 
of  an  unnamed  iris.  Lighting  and  ideal  exposure  reveal  petal  veining 
and  the  elegant  curve  of  the  falls.  Even  the  slight  tilt  of  the  flower,  in  this 
instance,  adds  to  the  grace  of  the  portrait. 

Among  close-ups  of  irises  other  than  tall-bearded,  the  one  by 
Franklin  W.  Johnson  of  Rockford,  Illinois,  of  the  regelia  iris  'Ancilla'  was 
considered  the  best.  It  is  a  little  to  one  side  of  the  frame  and  lacks  the 
subtle  detail  of  Mr.  Morton's  picture  of  Crinoline  but  is  nonetheless  a 
carefully  made  picture. 

Larry  L.  Harder's  group  of  the  iris  'Forty  Winks'  is  crisp  and  well  lit.  It 
shows  a  slight  scratch,  probably  on  the  negative,  that  prevented  it 
competing  for  first  place  in  the  group. 

In  the  section  of  irises  in  garden,  landscape  or  wild,  a  stunning 
picture  of  Iris  pallida  aureo-variegata  by  Peter  Maynard  of  Harrow, 
England,  impressed  the  judges  as  an  excellent  choice  of  subject  for 
monochrome  photography.  The  background,  distant  and  subdued, 
places  the  subject  in  sharp  relief  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  in  a 
garden  setting.  Some  entrants  illustrated  irises  in  clumps,  but  failed  to 
show  the  setting  called  for  in  this  group.  This  photograph  earned  First 
Prize  in  Group  Three  and  First  Runner-up  in  the  entire  competition. 
Second  prize  in  Group  Three  was  also  awarded  to  Mr.  Maynard,  this  for 
his  picture  of  the  beds  of  bearded  irises  at  the  Royal  Botanic  Garden, 
Kew,  England. 

Entries  in  Group  Four  (arrangements)  were  too  few  for  prizes  to  be 
given. 

In  Group  Five,  two  entries  were  considered  equally  good.  R.D. 
Koenitzer  of  California  submitted  an  excellent  close-up  illustrating 
deliberate  pollination.  In  it  the  anther  is  clearly  seen  depositing  pollen 
on  the  stigmatic  lip.  A  similar  entry  by  Frederick  j.  McAliece  of  New 
Jersey  shows  the  operation  from  greater  distance  and  thereby  illus¬ 
trates  more  clearly  the  position  of  the  stigmatic  lip  and  the  operator's 


17 


approach  to  the  flower.  It  was  thought  by  the  judges  tc  be  more  useful 
to  beginning  hybridizers.  These  two  entries,  equally  good  in  their 
different  ways,  were  awarded  equal  first  prizes. 

Other  prize  winners  are:  Group  One,  Maryann  Anning  and  Larry  L. 
Harder;  Group  Two,  Peter  Maynard;  Group  Three,  Jerry  L.  Newton.  A 
special  Youth  Award  was  made  to  Kim  Feicht,  twelve  years  old,  of 
Linden,  California,  for  her  photograph  of  Gay  Tracery 

Enthusiasm  for  close-up  studies  of  single  flowers  was  much  in 
evidence.  Such  close-up  photographs  have  the  merit  of  excluding,  or 
nearly  so,  the  background  which  is  often  distracting,  and  of  presenting 
the  simple  composition  and  strong  design  so  important  in  mono¬ 
chrome  photography.  In  their  eagerness  to  fill  the  camera  frame  with 
one  flower,  many  entrants  excluded  the  flower  stalk  or  part  of  a  petal. 
The  structure  supporting  the  flower  is  important  and  some  indication  of 
a  stalk  seems  necessary  for  an  effective  portrait.  Petals  colliding  with 
the  frame  give  a  feeling  of  incompleteness  and  lop-sidedness  to  the 
picture. 

Many  close-ups  also  showed  insufficient  depth  of  focus.  With  small 
focal  distance  comes  reduced  depth  of  focus,  and  care  is  needed  to 
ensure  that  the  subject  is  sharp  throughout  the  picture.  Focused  on  a 
subject  fifty  feet  away,  a  camera  may  yield  sharp  images  of  objects 
from  twenty-five  to  seventy-five  feet  distant.  At  the  same  aperture  and 
focused  at  about  three  feet,  objects  are  in  sharp  focus  over  a  distance 
of  only  a  few  inches. 

When  small  lens  apertures  are  used  with  low  shutter  speeds,  depth 
of  focus  is  greater  than  with  large  apertures  and  high  shutter  speeds. 
Many  amateurs  deny  themselves  the  advantages  of  small  lens 
apertures,  remaining  instead,  dependent  on  high  shutter  speeds  to 
minimize  the  risk  of  movement  in  hand-held  cameras.  A  tripod  allows 
shutter  speeds  to  be  used  that  are  too  low  for  hand-held  cameras. 

If  fuzziness  is  unavoidable  it  should  be  limited  to  parts  of  the  subject 
furthest  from  the  viewer.  Rarely  is  it  advisable  to  allow  parts  of  the 
image  nearest  the  viewer  to  be  out  of  focus. 

Some  prints  showed  the  technical  limitations  of  the  negatives  from 
which  they  were  enlarged  -  graininess  and  lack  of  definition.  Others 
showed  the  need  for  care  during  printing  -  photographers  who  print 
their  own  pictures  have  the  advantage  here.  Nevertheless,  the  entries 
showed  considerable  enthusiasm  for  camera  work  among  irisarians 
and  interest  in  irises  among  photographers.  We  look  forward  to 
assessing  the  results  of  the  next  iris  photo  contest. 
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Winning  Photo  by  William  Morton 


The  grand  prize  winner  and  first  place  winner  in  Group  One,  this 
photograph  of  Crinoune  is  by  William  F.  Morton  of  Fairview  Heights, 
Illinois.  Placing  of  the  subject  in  the  frame  has  been  adjusted  in 
accordance  with  the  judges'  suggestions  for  this  reproduction. 
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These  were  the  iris  growers  who  pledged  rhizome  prizes  for  photo 
contest  winners. 


Thanks  to 

Baldwin's  Iris,  Bayview  Gardens,  Louise  Bellegamba,  Blodgett  Iris 
Gardens,  Brown's  Sunnyhill  Gardens,  Cape  Iris  Gardens,  Charjoy 
Gardents,  Cherry  Lane  Gardens,  Cook's  Garden,  Cooley's  Gardens, 
Cottage  Gardens,  D  &  J  Gardens,  Paul  H.  Dennis,  Discovery  Trail  Arils, 
Mary  Louise  Dunderman. 

Also,  Echo  Hill  Garden,  Foster  Iris,  Garden  of  the  East  Wind,  Garden  of 
the  Enchanted  Rainbow,  Gibson  Iris  Gardens,  Hall's  Flower  Garden, 
HamneLs  Iris  Garden,  Hildenbrandt's  Iris  Garden,  lllini  iris,  J&J  Iris 
Garden,  Bennett  C.  Jones,  Evelyn  Kegerise,  Keith  Keppel,  La  Cresta 
Gardens,  Laurie's  Garden,  Luihn's  Iris  Garden,  Maple  Tree  Gardens, 
Maryott's  Iris  Garden. 

Also,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Currier  McEwen,  Melrose  Gardens,  Miller's  Manor  Iris, 
Mission  Bell  Gardens,  Mohr  Gardens,  Palmer's  Iris  Gardens,  Les  Peterson 
Iris,  Schliefert  Iris  Gardens,  Schreiner's  Garden,  George  A.  Shoop,  Marvin 
A.  Shoup,  Raymond  G,  Smith  Rebloomers,  Fred  E.  Spahn,  Herbert  J, 
Spence,  H.L.  Stahly,  Varigay  Gardens,  Adolph  Vogt,  Bee  Warburton, 
Wethersfield  Iris,  Wedow  Iris  Garden  and  Weiler's  Rialto  Gardens. 

Societies  offering  iris  prizes  were:  The  American  Aril  Society,  Median 
Iris  Society,  Society  for  Pacific  Coast  Native  Iris,  Society  for  Siberian  Iris, 
Species  Iris  Study  Group  and  the  Spuria  Iris  Society. 

LATE  NEWS  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

from  Mrs.  T.A.  Blanco  White,  The  British  Iris  Society 

1979  BRITISH  IRIS  SOCIETY  AWARDS 

Dykes  Medal:  Anniversary  (Majorie  Brummitt)  Siberian 
Fothergill  Memorial  Trophy.  Tracey  (John  Taylor)  Tall  Bearded 
Souvenir  de  M.  Lemon:  BiBURY(John  Taylor)  Standard  Swarf  Bearded 
Hugh  Miller  Trophy:  Gerald  Darby  (the  late  Mr.  Darby)  Described  as  "at 
least  part  1.  versicolor." 

Pilkington  Award:  Mr.  G.E.  Cassidy,  for  service  to  the  B.I.S. 

Foster  Memorial  Plaque:  Not  awarded 
Mrs.  Blanco  White  also  writes,  "We  have  a  new  president  Bryan 
Dodsworth.  He  is  one  of  our  leading  breeders  and  exhibitors  and  for  the 
last  few  years  has  been  the  winner  of  the  American  Iris  Society' s  Silver 
Medal  for  American  raised  irises  shown  in  the  country.  Eric  Peirson 
retired  at  the  end  of  his  three  years  in  office." 

After  ten  years  as  B.I.S.  Secretary,  Mrs.  Blanco  White  will  be  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  that  position  by  Mr.  G.E.  Cassidy.  She  states  that  "Cass"  is 
"kind,  helpful  and  efficient" 

Thanks  and  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Blanco  White  and  congratulation  to 
the  new  B.I.S.  officials. 
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Irises  in  Indian  territory  with  special  concepts  in  garden  touring  will  be  . 


OK  in  ’80 

Burdella  M.  Rhodes,  OK 
Publicity  Chm.,  1980  AIS  Convention 


The  beautiful  city  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  will  be  the  setting  for  the  1980 
AIS  Convention,  with  Region  22,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas,  hosts. 
Headquarters  will  be  the  Camelot  Inn, 

While  staying  at  the  Camelot  Inn,  conventioneers  will  be  surrounded 
by  1 ,000  irises  planted  on  the  grounds  by  Perry  Dyer  and  Paul  Black  from 
their  Contemporary  Gardens. 

Nine  gardens  are  scheduled  for  three  tour  days,  with  a  master 
planting  at  the  Philbrook  Art  Center  that  will  be  visited  each  day.  The 
Convention  Committee  felt  that  daily  visits  to  Philbrook,  where  one  of 
each  guest  iris  is  planted,  will  offer  visitors  a  chance  to  more  fully 
evaluate  the  lasting  qualities,  color  sunfastness  and  other  considera¬ 
tions  for  specific  varieties. 


PHILBROOK  GARDENS 

In  1926,  Tulsa  oilman  Waite  Phillips  and  his  wife  gave  their  palatial 
home  at  2727  S.  Rockford  to  the  city  for  a  museum.  The  tile  roofed 
Italian  villa,  an  artifact  from  a  flamboyant  period  of  Tulsa's  history,  was 
named  Philbrook  Art  Center  and  became  a  noted  center  for  all  art. 

Philbrook's  23  acre  grounds  are  used  as  a  public  park.  In  this  lovely 
setting  is  the  largest  of  all  1980  convention  gardens,  with  1,061  iris 
varieties  contributed  by  168  hybridizers.  Larry  Stayer  designed  the 
gardens  to  compliment  the  summer  house  and  water  lily  pool  they 
front. 

Plot  hosts  at  Philbrook  are  Dean  and  Georgia  Brand,  Philip  and 
Cahrlann  Stonecipher,  June  Bush  and  Deanna  Brooks,  Dorothy  Light 
and  Mary  Perryman,  Ginzey  Chancey,  Cleo  Cox  and  Dorothy  Howard. 
Dorothy  Howard  is  the  chairman  of  Philbrook  guest  gardens  and  Cleo 
Cox  is  co-chairman. 


THE  HEATHCOCK  GARDEN 

May  1 ,  the  first  day  of  the  tour,  will  take  conventioneers  to  the  home  of 
Bob  and  Jaymie  Heathcock  in  Mounds,  Cklahoma.  This  is  a  beautiful 
place  among  the  natural  setting  of  trees  and  rocks.  The  Heathcocks 


21 


purchased  the  property  six  years  ago  after  searching  for  the  right 
setting  to  accomodate  both  Jaymie's  iris  collection  and  Bob's  horses. 
Their  son  John,  first  runner-up  for  the  1978  AIS  Youth  Achievement 
Award,  will  probably  be  away  at  college  during  the  tour  time,  but 
helped  design  the  convention  program  book. 

"How  Firm  a  Foundation"  describes  their  place;  Jaymie  found  it 
impossible  to  plant  irises  on  rocks,  filled  dirt  around  the  rocks,  and 
began  to  establish  the  garden.  Today,  over  1 ,200  irises  grow  among  the 
trees  and  rocks,  varieties  ranging  from  grandmother's  to  new  introduc¬ 
tions.  No  iris  is  ever  discarded  here. 

The  Heathcock's  land  extends  barely  into  the  Creek  Nation.  One  half 
mile  south  is  the  site  of  Indian  rituals  held  each  June.  At  this  meeting 
place  was  the  first  permanent  campsite  for  the  Creek  Indians  at  the 
end  of  the  "Trail  of  Tears,"  a  sacred  place  to  the  Indians. 


THE  LACK  GARDEN 

Another  garden  on  tour  May  1  will  be  at  the  home  of  C.  J.  and  Kitty 
Lack.  C.  J.  was  growing  and  showing  about  300  varieties  in  1 957,  when 
he  had  to  give  them  up  to  move  to  Monrouia  Liberia,  West  Africa.  On  a 
return  visit  to  the  USA  Kitty  put  some  small  iris  rhizomes  and  daylilies  in 
the  bottom  of  her  handbag,  covered  them  with  a  paper  sack,  and 
carried  them  back  to  Africa. 

Planted  in  West  Africa,  however,  they  grew  exhuberantly  but  would 
not  bloom.  C.J.  and  Kitty  attributed  this  to  the  fact  that  the  temper¬ 
ature  stayed  the  same  all  year.  After  four  years,  the  Lacks  returned  to 
Oklahoma  and  purchased  an  80  acre  farm  four  miles  south  of 
Okmulgee  in  the  Deep  Fork  river  bottom.  The  farm's  history  dates  back 
to  an  allotment  given  to  a  Creek  Indian  in  1 899  when  he  was  two  years 
old.  Today,  guest  irises  are  planted  on  terraces  created  by  C.J.  near  68 
native  pecan  trees. 


THE  KENNEY  GARDEN 

Conventioneers  will  also  visit  the  garden  of  Nettie  B.  Kenney  the  first 
tour  day.  A  vast  range  of  trees  and  shrubs  show  Nettie's  extensive 
horticultural  interests.  In  1979,  two  beautiful  tulip  trees  were  in  bloom  at 
the  same  time  as  the  irises. 

Nettie's  late  husband  was  very  active  with  the  rose  society  and  the 
dahlia  society.  Nettie  has  served  as  president  of  both  the  Tulsa  Council 
of  Garden  Clubs  and  the  Tulsa  Garden  Center.  An  enthusiastic  flower 
arranger,  she  became  interested  in  Ikebana  style  arrangements  while 
in  China. 
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She  designed  their  home,  which  was  built  out  in  the  country,  since 
Nettie  and  her  husband  had  wished  to  escape  from  crowded  city  life. 
Times  have  changed;  she  shares  the  country  life  with  close  neighbors. 


THE  McLANE  GARDEN 

On  the  second  day  of  the  tour.  May  2,  conventioneers  will  visit  the 
home  of  Pearl  McLane  in  Tulsa.  The  evolution  of  this  lovely  garden 
began  thirty  years  ago;  then,  a  visit  would  have  meant  driving  down 
two  mud  furrows,  through  the  weeds,  to  a  site  where  cottonwoods 
towered  over  the  creek  bank. 

Each  spring,  redbuds  in  bloom  were  followed  by  white  roses  and  blue 
irises.  Thanks  to  farm  animals,  the  summer  garden  was  organic  long 
before  the  term  was  in  vogue.  Soon,  there  were  more  neighbors,  so 
Pearl's  family  was  not  alone  when  the  spring  and  summer  rains  caused 
the  creek  to  fill  the  back  yard. 

Ten  years  ago,  visitors  would  have  seen  that  the  creek  was  tamed  by 
a  storm  sewer  and  the  land  filled  where  it  once  flowed,  but  the 
cottonwoods  that  remained  still  towered  over  the  land. 

The  garden  continued  to  evolve,  and  there  was  more  time  for  Pearl  to 
devote  to  it  after  she  retired  from  teaching.  Conventioneers  will  enjoy 
seeing  the  result  of  thirty  years  of  effort  that  transformed  a  wilderness 
into  a  convention  garden. 


THE  COX  GARDEN 

Cleo  Cox,  a  professional  gardener  for  the  Tulsa  Rose  Garden,  has  his 
home  on  N.  Lewis  in  Tulsa,  and  it  is  scheduled  for  the  second  day  of  '80 
tours.  On  his  two  and  a  half  acres,  one  sees  everything  from  roses  and 
raspberries,  to  waterlillies  and  walnuts— and,  of  course,  irises. 

He  is  an  Oklahoma  country  boy  with  a  big  smile  and  a  big  straw  hat, 
but  if  one  has  a  gardening  question,  just  ask  Cleo.  He  grows  over  50 
kinds  of  fruit  trees,  plus  nut  trees.  There  are  300  varieties  of  roses,  a  range 
of  peonies,  irises  and  daylilies  on  his  property;  waterlilies  grow  in  a  pond 
stocked  with  catfish. 

Cleo  grows  all  kinds  of  vegetables  and,  being  a  bachelor,  can  cook 
the  vegetables  as  well  as  he  can  grow  them.  Twelve  years  ago,  his 
home  garden  was  a  site  of  heavy  timber  with  "oil  black  gumbo  and  old 
red  clay"  soil.  After  he  cleared  200  trees,  worked  the  soil  with  manure, 
leaves  and  grass  clippings  to  establish  his  current  garden,  there  can  be 
no  question  that  flowers  are  his  life. 
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THE  RHODES  GARDEN 


The  third  garden  on  tour  the  second  day  will  be  Rhodeside  Garden, 
outside  the  town  ot  Osage,  Oklahoma,  Osage  was  once  a  booming 
railroad  town,  but  most  of  the  former  town  site  is  now  covered  by 
Keystone  Lake.  The  garden  described  here  belongs  to  us- Don  and 
Burdella  Rhodes  and  our  daughter,  Vicky  Cox. 

We  live  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  lake.  Before  we  bought  it  in  1969,  the 
pastureland  grew  only  Bermuda  grass,  sandburs  and  Johnson  grass. 
Now  over  35  different  kinds  of  trees  are  growing  here,  plus  an 
assortment  of  shrubs  and  flowers, 

In  1972,  we  moved  onto  the  property  after  living  in  Wichita,  Kansas, 
and  Vicky  followed  in  1978.  Since  then,  our  garden  has  expanded  to 
include  between  400  and  500  irises,  ranging  from  tall  beardeds  to 
Siberians,  Louisianas,  spurias  and  water  irises.  The  latter  grow  in  the  farm 
pond  in  our  back  yard. 

THE  MATHEWS  GARDENS 

The  last  tour  day.  May  3,  will  take  you  to  Stillwater,  OK  and  the  garden 
of  Virginia  Mathews.  Most  conventioneers  will  know  Virginia.  She  joined 
AIS  in  1959  while  living  in  Kinsley,  Kansasand  attended  herfirstconverv 
tion  in  1960.  She  has  missed  only  two  national  conventions  since  then, 

Virginia  moved  to  Arizona  in  1966,  then  to  Roff,  Oklahoma  in  1973. 
The  following  year,  she  moved  to  Stillwater  and  still  lives  in  a  house  on  S. 
Stallard. 

Guest  beardless  irises  are  planted  in  a  bed  south  of  the  house,  in 
hopes  that  the  protection  offered  by  the  house  will  make  them  bloom 
early  enough  to  be  seen  by  conventioneers.  A  large  garden  is  behind 
the  Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship  nextdoor;  church  members  are 
quite  pleased  to  see  flowers  and  vegetables  growing  there  instead  of 
weeds  and  grass, 

Virginia  hasplanted  over260  guest  irisesand  hasover300  of  her  own, 
mostly  newer  varieties.  She  also  grows  a  rebloomer  test  and  display 
garden  and  many  of  her  own  seedlings,  mainly  rebloomercrosses.  Irises 
are  set  on  ridges  to  help  prevent  rot  with  plants  growing  in  heavy  clay 
soil. 

In  addition  to  being  an  AIS  judge,  Virginia  is  a  New  Zealand  Iris 
Society  Judge  and  has  judged  in  Sydney,  Australia  and  Christchurch, 
New  Zealand.  She  has  also  attended  conventions  abroad. 
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THE  MALTSBERGER-MULLIN  GARDENS 

Wildwood  Gardens  in  Pawnee,  Oklahoma,  on  tour  May  3,  is  an  en¬ 
tirely  new  iris  garden  set  amid  surrounding  oak  trees.  The  property  is 
owned  by  Frank  and  Doris  Maltsberger,  and  Ron  Mullin— convention 
chairman,  former  Region  22  RVP,  and  current  AIS  Membership 
Secretan/”  designed,  planted  and  tends  the  iris  beds. 

The  beautiful  two  story  Maltberger  house  was  one  of  the  original 
homes  built  in  Pawnee  by  the  town  banker.  In  this  yard,  conven¬ 
tioneers  will  view  over  2,000  of  the  latest  iris  introductions,  including 
guest  irises. 

The  Maltsbergers  are  having  window  boxes  prepared  by  a  local 
nursery  to  accentuate  the  beauty  of  the  setting.  With  many  other 
flowers  planted  along  with  the  irises,  and  the  natural  aesthetics 
surrounding  this  garden  with  its  spacious  lawns,  trees  and  irises, 
conventioneers  are  likely  to  love  it. 

Remember  to  mark  your  calendar  for  April  29  through  May  3— ifs 
going  to  be  "OK  in  '80!" 

Such  modesty!  Considering  the  talented  folks  and  lovelg  gardens  described  here, 
one  suspects  that  the  1 980  convention  will  be  MORE  than  o/cay  in  Oklahoma! — Ed. 


THE  NAME  GAME 


Dorothy  Guild  of  Spokane,  Washington  has  introduced  her  iris 
varieties  bearing  some  most  unusual  names.  Questioned  about  their 
origins,  she  noted  the  difficulty  in  finding  good  names  that  have  not 
been  previously  used;  "In  this  day  and  age,  one  has  to  outname  all  the 

previous  namers!" 

She  continues,  "If  one  hasan  iris  reminding  one  of  a  Persian  or  Turkish 
tapestry,  one  must  find  something  new  to  affix.  Adana  is  a  Turkish 
coastal  city  by  my  atlas." 

Another  Guild  introduction  is  named  for  the  country  of  Bhuton,  which 
she  describes  as  "probably  as  small  as  some  of  our  eastern  states."  She 
questions  its  politics:  red?  "Anyhow,  the  iris  is  MTB (little)  and  a  red-violet 
vibrant  colored  bitone— thus  the  story!" 

Sometimes  one  is  lucky  enough  to  get  an  obvious  name.  She  added, 

I  was  amazed  to  win  on  Fair  Thee  Well,  Michief  Mine  and  Fun  And  Fancy— 
the  last  is  a  fancy  piicata— so  why  not  fun,  too?" 
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Who’s  Who  In  AIS  Positions 


OFFICIALS’  JOBS  DESCRIBED 


Every  AIS  official  gets  mail  that  should  have  been  addressed  to 
another  committee  or  office.  Some  of  the  titles  seem  misleading,  and 
mistakes  are  understandable.  In  order  to  save  time,  energy  and 
postage  tor  all,  including  the  members  who  await  a  reply,  BULLETIN 
will  publish  job  descriptions.  The  information  came  from  the  persons 
holding  the  positions;  a  questionaire  was  mailed  to  persons  in  tne  26 
offices  and  committee  chairs.  Spacial  limitations  will  not  permit  the 
printing  of  all  material  in  one  issue,  but  the  series  begins  below. 
Photographs  of  those  currently  holding  the  positions  are  included 
where  available.  Please  save  this  information  tor  future  reference. 
Below  are  positions  relating  to  awards  and  memberships. 


AWARDS  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  -  Kenneth  Waite 

Question-What  are  your  responsibilities? 

Answer-Administration  of  GARDEN  Awards  of  AIS— such  as  compil¬ 
ing,  mailing,  tabulating  of  the  official  Judges  Ballot;  compiling 
Symposium  Ballots  and  the  final  tabulation  of  such;  sending  of  Awards 
Certificates  to  winners;  reporting  results  tor  the  BULLETIN:  over-seeing 
presentation  program  of  Awards  at  the  annual  AIS  Convention. 

Q.-What  should  members  contact  you  about? 

A.-Errors  on  ballots  noted  by  hybridizers;  notify  it  Judges  Ballot  is  not 
received  notify  Chairman  it  Awards  Certificates  are  not  received  in  a 
reasonable  length  of  time;  any  questions  pertaining  to  GARDEN 
Awards. 


EXHIBITIONS  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  -  Glenn  F.  Corlew 

Q.-What  are  your  responsibilities? 

A.-Check  show  schedules  for  compliance  with  AIS  Rules  and  issue 
ottical  AIS  approval;  fill  orders  for  AIS  Show  Supplies;  issue  Show  Awards 
and  compile  annual  report  of  approved  shows. 

Q.-What  should  members  contact  you  about? 

A. -To  order  Show  Supplies;  with  any  questions  regarding  AIS  Exhibi¬ 
tions,  Exhibition  Supplies  or  Exhibition  Awards. 
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HONORARY  AWARDS  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 
"  Marlon  R.  Walker 

Q.~What  are  your  responsibilities? 

A.-The  committee  selects  and  recommends  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
nominees  to  receive  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal  and  the  Hybri¬ 
dizer's  Medal.  These  awards  require  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Q.”What  should  members  contact  you  about? 

A.-!f  members  have  any  suggestions  for  these  two  awards,  they 
should  contact  the  committee  and  present  their  recommendations. 


MEMBERSHIP  SECRETARY  -  Ronald  Mullin 

Q.^What  are  your  responsibilities? 

A.-l  send  out  dues  notices  and  receive  all  membership  payments. 
This  includes  sections  if  they  are  paid  at  the  same  time  as  AIS  dues  and 
are  for  the  same  length  of  time.  Anyone  who  secures  a  new  member 
should  send  the  check  to  me,  but  if  they  want  credit  for  the  mem¬ 
bership  contest,  the  RVP  or  Regional  Membership  Chairman  must  be 
notified  and  information  forwarded  to  the  AIS  Membership  Committee 
Chairman. 

Q.“What  should  members  contact  you  about? 

A,™To  pay  membership  dues;  with  notification  of  address  changes  or 
BULLETINS  which  do  not  arrive.  They  do  NOT  contact  me  about 
section  publications  which  do  not  arrive,  but  should  contact  the 
section  involved.  Anyone  who  needs  to  order  address  labels  or  printouts 
should  order  through  me. 


MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 
-  James  “Jimmy  Burch 

Q.-What  are  your  responsibilities? 

A, -Conduct  the  annual  membership  campaign— tabulate  the 
points  each  member  earns  and  determine  the  annual  winners,  as¬ 
semble  the  list  of  new  members  for  inclusion  in  the  BULLETIN,  recorm- 
mend  annually  a  new  membership  campaign  to  the  Board  of  Directors; 
provide  any  requested  assistance  and  advice  to  any  AIS  member  on 
the  recruitment  of  new  members. 

Q.-What  should  members  contact  you  about? 

A.-Report  all  new  members  recruited  per  the  direction  listed  in  each 
January  s  BULLETIN:  any  questions  concerning  the  membership  cam¬ 
paign;  any  ideas  they  might  have  for  improving  the  campaign;  to 
obtain  advice  on  how  to  effectively  recruit  members  and  how  to 
increase  AIS  renewals. 
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JUDGES  TRAINING  AND  JUDGES  COMMIHEE  CHAIRMAN 
-Mrs.  C.  C  “Rokki”  Rockwell,  Jr. 

Q-What  are  your  responsibilities? 

A-l  keep  the  records  and  statistics  ofaliAISJudges  and  am  responsible 
for  presenting  to  the  Board  the  judges  recommended  for  the  foiiowing 
year,  including  nominations  or  Honorary  Judgeships,  i  work  closeiy  with 
the  Membership  Secretary  concerning  the  membership  of  the  judges 
and  name  and  address  changes.  The  list  of  AiS  Judges  voting  the  ballot  is 
furnished  me  by  the  Awards  Chariman,  and  the  Exhibitions  Chairman 
notifies  me  of  any  items  which  concern  the  judges.  I  supply  the  Editor  with 
a  list  of  judges  to  be  published  each  year  and  any  other  pertinent 
information. 

i  furnish  the  RVFs  with  the  judges  cards  and  keep  them  informed  of  any 
changes  or  other  information,  i  welcome  all  new  apprentices  and 
congratulate  senior  and  honorary  judges.  The  recommendations  and 
correspondence  with  the  over-seas  judges  are  my  responsibility,  i  work 
with  the  convention  committees  to  arrange  for  the  schoois  presented 
during  the  conventions.  I  host  a  meeting  at  conventions  for  a  dialogue 
with  RVPs  and  Regional  J.  T.  Chairmen  or  any  representative  from  a 
region. 

Q.- What  should  members  contact  you  about? 

A-AII  members,  societies  and  judges  are  encouraged  to  correspond 
with  me  on  any  matters  concerning  judges  or  judges  training. 


Ken  Waite 


.  r 

Glenn  Corlew 


Ronald  Mullin 


Jimmy  Burch 
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NEW  MEMBERS 

April- June  1979 


New  Members  Recruited  By: 

ROBERT  L.  BLEDSOE  (SD) 

Mrs.  Helen  M.  Berther(SD) 

Mrs.  Glenn  Evans  (SD) 

Mr,  &  Mrs.  Lyle  Fredrickson  (SD) 
Mr.  &  Mrs,  Alex  B.  Frick  (SD) 

Mrs,  Gene  Hartig  (SD) 

Mrs,  R.  V,  Knochemus  (SD) 

Mrs,  Claire  H.  Koenikamp  (SD) 
Mr.  Duane  A.  Larson  (SD) 

Dr.  Diane  N,  Libby  (SD) 

Mrs,  Don  Mark  (SD) 

Mrs,  James  Martin  (SD) 

Mary  Naser  (SD) 

Mrs.  Nadine  E.  Ordal  (SD) 

Miss  Edith  Ottoson  (SD) 

Florence  B,  Payne  (SD) 

Gertrude  N.  Plooster(SD) 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Ray  (SD) 

Mrs.  Audrie  Rea  (SD) 

Mrs.  Robert  Rea  (SD) 

Mr,  &  Mrs,  Robert  H.  Russell  (D\) 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Sample  (SD) 
Mr.  Michael  L,  Schoeberl  (SD) 
Mrs,  Dale  Uhl  (SD) 

Mr,  &  Mrs.  Dwayne  D.  Wilson  (SD) 

EVELYN  BRANUMN  (AL) 

Mrs,  Lyle  McDysan  (AL) 

OREN  E.  CAMPBELL  (AR) 

Mr,  &  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Andrus  (LA) 
Mrs.  Ralph  A,  Hill  (AR) 

Mrs,  Kenneth  Taylor  (AR) 

MARGARET  CONNALLY  (AL) 

Don  W.  Alford,  Jr.  (AL) 

Ann,  Connie  &  Sherry  Ballew(AL) 
Mrs,  Hugh  J,  King  (AL) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  V.  McCay(AL) 
Miss  Sherry  Tipton  (AL) 

Eujeania  Watson  (TN) 

Dorothy  G.  Winn  (AL) 


GLENN  CORLEW  (CA) 

France  &  Laurine  Parrett  (CA) 
BETW  ANN  CROCKETT  (MO) 

Mrs.  Dwight  Angel  (KS) 

Mrs.  Betty  Baker  (MO) 

Mr.  Ben  Johnstone  (MO) 

W.  G.  FRASS  (OK) 

Ann  C.  Crandall  (OK) 

Mrs,  Sally  Shipley  (Ol^ 

LILLY  GARTMAN  (CA) 

Diane  R.  Arata  (CA) 

Harold  O.  Bunker  (IN) 

Mr.  Loyal  Harbison  (CA) 

Jerry  Knesel  (CA) 

JOE  GHIO  (CA) 

Alice  R.  Foster  (Wl) 

MR.  &  MRS,  CHARLES  HEMMER  (SD) 
Maxine  Cook  (SD) 

Mrs.  Jerry  Engel  (SD) 

MRS,  BILL  HENSEL(OK) 

Bob  Mash  (OK) 

MARY  KEARNEY  (AL) 

Marvierene  Kelley  (AL) 

Gladys  O,  Smith  (AL) 

KEITH  KEPPEL  (CA) 

Marjorie  Mitchell  (CA) 

Agnes  M.  Tupes  (CA) 

STUART  LOVELESS  (Ml) 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  Jess  Cunningham  (Ml) 
MELROSE  GARDENS  (CA) 

Margaret  C,  Barrow  (CA) 
Charles  J.  Dunn  (CA) 

Dorothy  Gay  (CA) 

B.  Charles  Jenkins  (CA) 

Dorothe  M,  Lark  (Ca) 

Elizabeth  H,  McDaniel  (CA) 

Earl  J.  Sproule  (CA) 

Carol  M,  Swanbert  (CA) 

Betty  Thomas  (CA) 
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LUCILLE  MILLER  (TN) 

Frank  Walkup  (TN) 

PATRICIA  RANDELL(NE) 

Sondra  Greenberg  (NE) 
GEORGE  SLADE  (KY) 

Brenda  Bush  (KY) 

MRS.  O.  L.  SULLIVAN  (OK) 

Mrs.  Ben  C.  Richardson  (OK) 
Carolyn  Wilcox  (OK) 

MRS.  FRANCES  TOMCHAK  (KS) 

Mr.  Jack  Kume  (KS) 

Mr.  Robert  Renick  (KS) 

Mrs.  Carl  Strawn  (KS) 
MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE: 

Mr.  Fred  E.  Aab  (OK) 

Mrs.  Pauline  Adams  (NJ) 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  Aldrich  (MN) 

Mr.  James  Anderson  (GA) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  R.  Anderson  II  (TN) 
Joyce  M.  Anderson  (CA) 

Mrs.  Kevin  Anderson  (MN) 

Mr.  R.  K.  Appelquist  (IL) 

Mrs.  Millie  Armin  (MD) 

Mr.  F.  L.  Attv^ood  (ME) 

Janice  Badger  (TN) 

Mr.  G.  Sterling  Bailey  (NM) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sam  Barnett  (TN) 

Ms.  Alyce  Bauer  (NE) 

Jack  Belardi  (CA) 

Mrs.  Janet  Bellchambers 
(Australia) 

Mrs.  Clitford  A.  Benson  (MN) 

Mrs.  Ruth  V.  Berg  (IL) 

Mr.  Myron  D.  Bigger  (KS) 

Mr.  James  M.  Bingham  (KY) 

Mr.  Robert  Boyd  (IL) 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Brand  (GA) 

Jerry  &  Carol  Bro\A/n  (MN) 
Charles  A.  Brownley,  Jr.  (NJ) 
Martha  L.  Bruce  (OK) 

Johnnie  Burch  (VA) 

Mrs.  Robert  H.  Burrows  (CA) 


Mrs.  Rosa  N.  Bushnell  (MO) 

Mr.  Syd  Butler  (DC) 

Mr.  Allen  Calvert  (New  Zealand) 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  Carey  (PA) 
Florence  M.  Carroll  (CA) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  J.  Cherny  (NE) 

Jean  R.  Chlup  (IL) 

Mrs.  Albert  J.  Chopp  (KS) 

Kelly  Chopp  (KS) 

Kerry  Chopp  (KS) 

Mr.  Gilbert  R.  Cipolla  (CA) 
Margaret  June  Van  Cleave  (IN) 
Dr.  David  Alan  Cook  (CA) 

Mrs.  Robert  A.  Cooke,  Jr.  (NJ) 
Nancy  Copley  (NY) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  S.  Cowell,  Jr.,  (NC) 
Mr.  Eugene  A.  Cox  (PA) 

Mr.  Sid  Cox  (TX) 

Vicki  Craig  (UT) 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Crane  (NJ) 

Ruth  Culbertson  (AZ) 

Mrs.  David  Curry  (TX) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Cutler  (ID) 
Mr.  William  W.  Davis  (NC) 

Mrs.  Dale  E.  Dawson  (OK) 

Jini  Dellaccio  (WA) 

Dorothea  Denman  (NY) 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Denson  (GA) 

Kathleen  De  Petrillo  (Rl) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  H.  Dierkes(MO) 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Dinkins  (TN) 

Miss  Patricia  Donnelly  (NJ) 
Victoria  Dorf  (MD) 

F.  Y.  Durrance  (TX) 

Mary  Dee  Elks  (TN) 

Mrs.  Russell  Elliott  (WA) 

Anne  Clayton  Emery  (OK) 
Geraldine  Estilarte  (AZ) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  D.  Fathera  (TN) 
Mr.  David  K.  Feeter(NY) 

Kim  Feiche  (CA) 
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Stephen  Fenyus  (PA) 

Mr,  &  Mrs.  H.  M.  Fogler(CO) 

Mr.  Leslie  A.  Follett  (AZ) 

Mrs.  Jane  Fraedrich  (AZ) 

Mr.  Charles  J.  Fritchie  (L7\) 

Ja  Nae  Fuller  (ID) 

Jonathan  Fuller  (ID) 

Rodney  Fuller  (ID) 

Mrs.  Elmer  K.  Gerbracht  (NY) 
Mary  German  (CA) 

Mr.  Francis  Gibson  (GA) 

Mr.  Guy  Glover  (Canada) 

Mrs.  George  O.  Goethe  (GA) 
Dorothy  Goety  (KY) 

Dr.  W.  C.  Goodwin  (GA) 

Mr.  John  Steele  Gordon  (NY) 
Mrs.  T.  E.  Graves  (MD) 

Mrs.  Louis  Green,  Jr.  (OK) 

Mrs.  David  Green  (OK) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  B.  Gryga  (PA) 

Mrs.  Albert  Haag  (AZ) 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Halinar(OR) 

Mr.  Mickey  Halle  (AZ) 

Evelyn  J.  Hamlin  (NV) 

Mrs.  George  L.  Handler  (IL) 

R.  J.  Hansen  (WA) 

Mr.  H.  L  Hanson  (CA) 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Hanson  (WA) 

Mrs.  Edward  C.  Harrigan  (KY) 
Linda  L.  Hart  (CA) 

Audra  Hassell  (TX) 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  A.  Hassell  (TX) 
Mrs.  Carole  Headrick  (TX) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mike  Heger(MN) 
Evelyn  L.  Henley  (WA) 

Mrs.  Joan  Herbert  (MD) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alan  Hewitt  (OK) 

Mr.  Mark  Hewitt  (OK) 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Hinkle  (TX) 

Leah  Hipp  (AL) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frederick  Hobson  (TN) 


Mrs.  Robert  L,  Hoen  (NJ) 

Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Holden  (NC) 
Mrs.  Dorothea  S.  Holmes  (TN) 
Mr.  Michael  G.  Howell  (OK) 
Mr.  O.  F.  Howell  (TN) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sam  Howell  (TN) 
Lisa  Hull  (NC) 

Ray  Hull  (NC) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  E.  Hull  (NC) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Hyland  (MO) 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Irby  (TX) 
Rosalyn  Jackson  (OH) 

Mrs.  Wilburn  L.  Jean  (TN) 

Mrs.  Lois  Jensen  (KS) 

Alice  Johnson  (MO) 

Mr.  Ted  Johnson  (KS) 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Johnson  (IL) 

Mr.  Dennis  Jones  (OK) 

Mrs.  Lucille  Jones  (TN) 

Mrs.  Wallace  Jones  (NC) 

Mr.  William  E.  Jones  (KY) 

E.  J.  Kalkwarf  (NE) 

Mr.  John  C.  Keeling  (WA) 

Mrs.  Tommie  F.  Kelley  (Gm) 
Mrs.  Mamie  Kelly  (TX) 

Arlan  D.  Ten  Kley  (CA) 

Mr.  Philip  S.  Kratzsch  (MA) 
Mrs.  Frances  Krueger  (TX) 
Alice  G.  Kudrna  (IL) 

William  R.  Kuykendall  (WV) 
Sister  Helen  Kyllingstod  (ND) 
Philip  &  Ethelyn  La  Haye  (TN) 
Rebecca  La  Haye  (TN) 

Donna  Lane  (WA) 

Jeanne  Lane  (WA) 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Lauder  (AZ) 

M.  Vivian  Layman  (MD) 

Brian  Lazarus  (MD) 

Hugh  C.  Leathers  (OR) 

Marion  LeCompte  (AZ) 

Mr.  G.  W.  LeFever  (NC) 
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Caroline  S.  Lewis  ( I L) 

Mrs.  Carroll  W.  Lewis  (lA) 

Evelyn  Lineback  (NC) 

Mr.  Jack  E.  Lineback  (NC) 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Lingenfelter  (NE) 

Doris  M.  Linville  (KS) 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Little  (WV) 

Mr.  C.  William  Lodge  (NY) 

Mrs.  Shannon  Lorenzo  (Ul) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  B.  Lowe  (VA) 

Mr.  Kenneth  Lunsford  (AR) 

Norma  L.  Barnes  &  Jeann  Lyle  (CA) 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  McClelland  (CA) 
Mr.  John  W.  McConnell  (IL) 

Teddi  McDonald  (CA) 

Mrs.  Pauline  McDowell  (CO) 

Mrs.  Sarah  McGinnis  (TX) 

Vivian  Lee  Mclntire  (OK) 

Mr.  Jack  N.  McRee  (AL) 

Mr.  John  R.  Maddox  (OK) 

Jim  Mai  ley  (CA) 

Mrs.  Victor  Mankiewicz  (Ml) 

Kathy  Marcney  (AZ) 

Mrs.  Fred  Marcy  (MO) 

Mrs.  Donnell  Marshall  (PA) 

Alta  C.  Maurer  (PA) 

Jada  O.  Maygard  (WA) 

Alicia  Melgaard  (NM) 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Millard  (MD) 

Agnes  Miller  (IL) 

Miss  Heather  Milroy  (OK) 

Miss  Kathryn  E.  Mistele  (MO) 

Mrs.  I.  L.  Moore  (CA) 

Mr.  Leslie  Moore  (OK) 

Hideshi  Morikawa 

( I  ba  ra  k  i-  Pregectu  re) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  H.  Morris  (Ml) 

Mrs.  Edna  Moss  (lA) 

Mr.  Charles  Mount  (TN) 

Mrs.  Ina  Mumberson(New Zealand) 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Murphy  (CA) 


Mr.  Richard  Nardi  (NY) 

Mr.  John  Naylor  (TN) 

Pat  Neves  (AZ) 

Esther  M.  Norum  (CA) 

Mrs.  Marion  Null  (KY) 

Mr.  Ed  Ostheimer  (LA) 

Irene  Otte  (PA) 

Marjorie  Palsce  (NM) 

Mr.  Robert  Parlante  (NJ) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Paulk  (KY) 

Mr.  Tommy  Paxton  (GA) 

Tom  Pelletier  (MN) 

Mrs.  Pauline  Peterson  (IN) 

Mr.  Rusty  Pickens  (OK) 

Deloris  Pinson  (NM) 

Mrs.  Ruth  Porter  (A^ 

Mrs.  Barbara  J.  Posey  (NY) 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Pulley  (TN) 

Wanda  R.  Rankin  (OH) 

Mrs.  Lavada  Reese  (NC) 

Stanley  Regal  (MA) 

Mrs.  Wilma  Remke  (OK) 

June  Renfro  (CO) 

Martin  Rettig  (NY) 

Mrs.  John  Rhodes  (AL) 

Rev.  Orval  Roach  (NE) 

Harriet  M.  Rode  (MN) 

Mrs.  Ladd  L.  Rozhon  (IL) 

Mr.  Gary  V.  Schaum  (OK) 

Gloria  D.  Schnippel  (IN) 

Mrs.  Joseph  Schwed  (NY) 

Mrs.  William  O.  Scott  (AL) 

Mrs.  Stephen  C.  Sexton  (OH) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  Shaw  (NY) 

Mrs.  Josie  Sides  (TN) 

Donald  I.  Smith  (IN) 

Mrs.  Joyce  Smith  (MD) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Smith  (UT) 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Snow  (MD) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  H.  Solomon (UT) 
Mrs.  Sherley  Sonnenberg  (TX) 
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Mrs.  R.  G.  Spoon  (OH) 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Stafford  (CA) 

Mrs.  Catherine  Starnes  (MD) 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Stephens  (TX) 

Mrs.  William  H.  Stevenson  III,  (MD) 
Grace  Stokes  (MN) 

Mr.  Kevin  Streeter  (Ml) 

Mr.  F.  N.  Stuppi  (TX) 

Fielding  H.  Stutts  (GA) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  L.  Swan  (TN) 
Mrs.  Frances  Tarvin  (KY) 

F.  Terrell  Taylor  (AZ) 

Mrs.  Vivian  E.  Taylor  (MD) 

Joe  K.  Terry  (TN) 

Dolores  M.  Thirloway  (CA) 

Orris  Thompson  (WA) 

Mrs.  Pauline  Thornburgh  (KS) 
Mary  &  Albert  Tippner  (CA) 

Mr.  Arnold  S.  Todd  (NV) 

Forrest  &  Millie  Townsend  (MO) 


Kirri  Traylor  (AL) 

Mr.  H.  Richard  Turner  (AR) 

Mr.  Richard  W.  Vendler(DC) 

Mr.  Bob  Ward  (AR) 

Mrs.  Buford  Ward  (GA) 

Mrs.  James  G.  Warmbrod  (TN) 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  William  A.Weinreich  (PA) 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Westray  (NV) 
Gary  R.  Whitaker  (NC) 

Mrs.  Anne  T.  Whiting  (MD) 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Whitlock  (KY) 

Connie  Williamson  (AZ) 

Dolly  Williamson  (AZ) 

Elva  Wilson  (OK) 

Emma  Lee  Win  nett  (Al) 

Helmut  Wohlert  (West  Germany) 
Mr.  Ryunosuke  Yamashita  (Japan) 
Rita  J.  Young  (ME) 

Barney  Youngberg  (NE) 


James  Burch,  Membership  Committee  Chairman,  has  written  that  the  current  member¬ 
ship  campaign  will  continue  through  Dec.  31,  1979.  He  also  requests  that  he  receive  the 
names  of  recruiters  no  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  first  month  of  each  quarter,  if  the  person 
obtaining  the  new  member  wishes  proper  credit  published  in  the  BULLETIN. 


CULTURAL  COMMENTS 

Margaref  Dean  of  Las.Cruces,  New  Mexico,  writes  that  the  main  tall 
bearded  iris  problem  in  her  area,  surrounded  by  desert  and  receiving 
an  annual  eight  inches  of  rain  that  necessitates  irrigation,  is  rot. 
Summer  Temperatures  may  reach  108“F,as  on  The  day  she  wrote.  Rain 
comes  in  July. 

"Couple  rain  with  temperatures  in  the  100s  and  ifs  a  surefire 
combination  to  start  rot,"  she  noted.  "Since  our  beds  are  lower  than  the 
yard  and  have  built  up  rims  to  hold  the  irrigation,  it  also  serves  to  hold 
rainwater  when  we  DCN'T  want  it." 

She  continued,  "Agrimycin  helps  some,  but  we've  found  itbesttojust 
dig  up  the  clump  when  rot  is  spotted,  let  it  dry  for  several  months,  and 
.replant  in  September  or  Cctober  when  the  rain  is  over." 

We  have  heard  of  similar  treatment  recommended  for  arils,  or 
potting  in  sand.  In  a  situation  where  rot  is  d  problem,  the  "unearthly" 
solution  may  be  apolicable.  And  what  a  contrast  tc  the  office  friend 
who  apologized,  "J  forgot  to  take  home  that  iris  you  gave  me  yesterday; 
if  I  plant  it  tonight,  will  it  still  live?"  Viva  the  robust  rhizome! 
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A  REPORT  FROM  THE  AIS  FOUNDATION 


John  Harueij,  Jr.,  Secretary-Treasurer 

This  article  is  the  first  of  what  is  expected  to  be  a  continuing  series  of 
reports  from  the  American  Iris  Society  Foundation.  Since  its  inception  in 
August,  1971,  the  Foundation  has  grown,  steadily  because  of  the 
numerous  and  generous  contributions  of  irisarians  and  local  iris  clubs. 
Most  contributions  have  been  memorials  and  the  names  of  both  the 
honoreesand  donors  are  published  regularly  in  the  Summerand  Winter 
AIS  Bulletins.  During  the  past  eighteen  months,  two  deceased  irisarians 
have  made  substantial  bequests  to  the  Foundation  from  their  estates, 
and  these  funds  have  resulted  in  a  near  doubling  of  the  Foundation's 
assets.  Total  assets  are  now  slightly  more  than  $40,000.  These  funds  are 
deposited  in  government  insured  certificates  of  deposit,  protected  by 
a  system  in  which  the  signatures  of  two  officers  are  required  for  all 
withdrawals.  The  treasurer  is  bonded  and  accounts  are  audited 
biannually  by  a  CPA. 

The  attairs  ot  the  Foundation  are  managed  by  its  own  Board  of 
Trustees.  The  current  officers  are:  President,  Melba  Hamblen;  Vice- 
President,  Edward  Varnum;  and  Secretary-Treasurer,  John  Harvey.  The 
other  Trustees  are  Bennett  Jones,  Helen  McCaughey,  Carol  Ramsey, 
Donald  Saxton,  Harold  Stahly,  and  Leon  Wolford.  An  annual  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  takes  place  during  the  annual  convention  of  the  AIS, 


Prior  to  the  1979  meeting  in  Huntsville,  the  foundation  has  had  one 
important  project  to  its  credit.  Several  years  ago  a  grant  of  $4,000  and  a 
loan  of  $10,000  were  made  to  the  American  Iris  Society  to  make 
possible  the  publication  of  the  outstanding  book  THE  WORLD  OF 
IRISES.  As  the  book  is  sold  and  other  publication  expenses  are  paid  off, 
this  loan  will  be  repaid  to  the  Foundation  so  that  the  money  will  be 
available  for  other  projects. 


At  Huntsville,  the  Trustees  heara  aaditional  proposals  for  projects  to 
further  the  cause  of  irises,  and  took  action  in  the  following  areas,  A  grant 
was  made  to  AIS  Region  24  to  help  underwrite  a  research  project  at 
Alabama  A&M  College  on  the  control  of  soft  rot  in  irises.  A  loan  was 
authorized  to  the  Society  for  Siberian  Irises  to  assist  in  the  publication  of 
a  "Handbook  for  Siberian  Irises",  In  addition,  an  expression  of  support  in 
principle  was  made  to  the  AIS  Committee  for  Indexing  AIS  Bulletins, 
although  no  funds  are  required  at  this  time.  It  should  be  noted  here  that 
all  three  projects  involve  support  to  proven  capable  iris  organizations— 
organizations  that  have  already  committed  significant  effort  and 
funds  of  their  own  to  these  projects. 

It  is  our  intention  to  discuss  these  projects  and  others  in  more  detail  in 
future  reports,  usually  in  the  October  and  April  issues  of  the  Bulletin. 
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little  bearded  best  bets... 


Specially  selected  median  iris  growers  in  various  parts  of  the  nation 
were  invited  to  describe  their  climates,  cultural  conditions  and  to  select 
theirfavorite  varieties  in  miniature  dwarf,  standard  dwarf,  intermediate, 
border  and  miniature  tall  bearded  iris  classes.  The  first  segment  of 
responses  follows,  in  condensed  form.  Many  enthusiasts  found  it 
difficult  to  select  only  three  per  class.  As  Carl  Boswell  wrote,  "We 
apologize  to  all  of  the  other  little  rascals  for  not  writing  about  them!" 

STERLING  INNERST,  Dover,  Pennsylvania 

Climate:  We  get  about  35  to  40"  of  rain  annually;  summer  tem¬ 
peratures  average  near  85°  F,  with  two  or  three  weeks  in  the  100°  range. 
The  first  frost  comes  in  late  October  or  early  November,  and  the  last  in 
April  or  May.  We  average  about  six  bad  wind  storms  and  one  serious  hail 
storm  each  year. 

Culture:  I  fertilize  in  spring  and  soon  after  bloom  with  5-1 0-10  for  MDB 
and  SDB,  and  use  0-25-25  for  all  others.  I  dust  with  Sevin  and  Benlate. 
Mulching  is  not  necessary,  but  I  think  it  is  worth  the  extra  work  and  use 
oak  leaves  from  Decemberto  March.  I  divide  and  replant  MDB  and  SDB 
in  mid  June;  the  rest,  in  July. 

MDBs:  Three  Cherries  (Hager  7 1 ),  rose  with  red  spot,  a  7"  bright  iris  with 
round  and  flaring  form  that  makes  a  beautiful  clump.  Blue  BERET(Roberts 
'67)  has  light  blue  standards  and  dark  blue  falls.  It  is  a  little  narrow,  but 
flaring  and  petite,  and  covers  its  clump  with  blooms.  French  Wine 
(Roberts  '67)  is  a  5"  velvety  wine  purple  that  is  a  dependable  and 
excellent  bloomer  here. 

SDBs:  Stockholm,  (Warburton' 72)  This  suberbly  formed  medium  yellow 
with  mild  blue  beards  has  form  as  its  forte!  The  last  three  years,  I  have  a  4' 
X  6'  planting  of  this  variety,  and  it  was  like  a  patch  of  heaven.  Spangles 
(Hager  '78)  wears  light  blue  standards  and  tootsie  roll  brown  falls  with 
yellow  tipped  blue  beards.  Description  does  not  do  justice;  its  unique 
characteristics  must  be  seen.  It  looks  nice  near  Abracadabra.  Be  Dazzled 
(Boushay  '75),  with  yellow  falls  with  a  huge  brown  spot  and  yellow 
standards,  is  a  bright  and  flashy,  vigorous,  round  and  flaring  variety. 

IBs:  Fashion  Drama  (Delany'69)  has  cream  standards,  violet  falls  and 
excellent  proportions.  With  wide  and  flaring  Melodrama  form,  it  is 
excellent  in  all  ways.  Svelt  (Hager  '70)  is  described  in  the  catalog  as 
midnight  blue,  but  it  is  black  here,  one  of  the  nicest  clumps  of  irises  I 
grow,  and  pod  fertile,  too.  Every  stalk  is  a  show  stalk;  it  opens  three 
blooms  perfectly.  Vamp  (Catty  '72)  is  red-violet  with  a  slightly  deeper 
spot.  It  glistens  in  the  sun,  has  excellent  flaring  form  and  is  a  good 
grower. 
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MTBs:  Carolyn  Rose  (Dunderman  71),  a  lavender  pink  on  white  plicata, 
presents  each  clump  as  a  bouquet.  It  is  outstanding  with  excellent  height 
relation  to  flower  flower  size.  Quirk  (A.  Brown  72)  is  a  fancy  variegata  with 
yellow  standards  and  white  veined  brown  falls;  very  different  and  a 
standout!  Amethyst  Sunset  (Welsh  73)  is  a  good  grower  with  excellent  form 
and  bright  colors.  Standards  are  yellow  and  falls,  bright  purple. 

BBs:  Several  that  I  love  grow  too  tall  for  the  class  here.  The  following  have 
stayed  in  their  class  and  hove  excellent  proportion,  Tanya  Elizabeth  (Wolff 
71)  with  Shipshape  color  and  branching  and  white  beards,  is  pleasing. 
Raspberry  Sundae  (Niswonger  72)  is  raspberry  and  opens  three  blooms  at  a 
time.  It  gives  pink  BB  seedlings  with  fantastic  branching.  Brown  Lasso 
(Buckles-Niswonger  75)  with  butterscotch  standards  and  violet  falls 
trimmed  brown,  all  I  can  say  is  OUTSTANDING! 

Comments:  MDBs  bloom  with  the  spring  bulbs  and  are  refreshing  after 
winter.  SDBs  are  nice  in  mass  and  their  patterns  are  extremely  varied.  IBs, 
MTBs  and  BBs  are  nice  for  mixed  borders  and  never  go  down  in  wind  and 
rain.  Every  garden  should  grow  other  than  lbs.  I  consider  a  TB-only 
garden  and  gardener  on  the  same  level  with  a  woman  who  always 
talks  about  herchildrenorgrandchildren— narrowminded  and  boring! 

MARYANN  ANNING,  Los  Altos  Hills,  California 

Climate:  We  are  located  on  the  San  Francisco  peninsula  and  our 
climate,  dominated  by  the  ocean,  is  very  temperate.  We  are  at  the  top  of 
the  most  eastern  of  the  foothills  of  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains,  elevation  400 
to  500  feet  and  often  see  the  ocean  fog  blanket  the  higher  ridges.  Rainfall 
is  approximately  15"  annually.  A  dozen  times  in  winter,  temperatures 
may  reach  28°F,  but  daytimes  are  usually  45  to  60°,  with  low  humidity 
and  no  rainfall.  For  the  species  Homo  sapiens,  it  is  a  pleasing  and 
desirable  place  to  live;  however,  for  the  species  with  Iris  pumila,  Cretica 
and  otherminatures  in  their  ancestry  that  require  a  longer  and  colder 
winter,  it  is  a  very  "harsh"  climate. 

Culture:  The  smaller  the  iris,  the  happier  it  is  at  the  lowest  elevation 
that  I  can  plant  it.  The  coldest  spot  we  have  is  a  pocket,  surrounded  by 
large  cedar,  eucalyptus,  olive  and  acacia  trees,  where  cold  air  flows 
downhill  and  settles.  Planted  in  a  warmer  spot,  they  had  given  me  only 
10%  bloom!  Tony  Willott  suggested  that  I  "planf'  ice  cubes  in  the  SDB 
bed  on  a  few''winter"  nights.  Since  we  are  in  a  semi-arid  area  and  have 
excellent  drainage,  regular  summer  irrigation  is  essential. 


MDBs:  Munch  KIN  (Willott  73)  provides  a  very  florifourous  and  unusual  dis¬ 
play,  with  two  buds  per  stalk  with  blue  flushed  green  and  a  deep  maroon 
spot  on  the  falls.  The  name  is  as  intriguing  as  the  flower,  with  its  unusual 
color  and  pattern;  aptly  named.  PiNToPoNY(Willot78)  isavery  nice  lemon 
with  a  brown  thumbprint.  It  has  ruffles,  two  or  three  buds  per  stalk,  and 
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although  it  grew  slightly  tall  for  me  in  this  climate,  it  is  in  good  proportion. 
I'm  impressed  with  the  ruffling,  a  fairly  new  feature  in  the  MDB  class. 
Prodigy  (Hager  '73)  has  small  light  blue  flowers  with  wide  rounded  falls, 
very  goc^  form  and  is  also  quite  floriferous. 

SDBs:  Joyful  (Gatty  '78)  is  an  outstanding  yellow  bitone  with  soft  blue 
beards.  It  has  three  blooms  per  stalk  is  vigorous,  and  has  excellent  form 
with  well  rounded,  slightly  ruffled,  horizontally  flaring  falls.  Oliver  (Nichols 
'74)  is  truly  unique  and  outstanding.  Well  formed  and  proportioned  flowers 
are  enhanced  by  the  heavy  brown  eyelash  pattern  surrounding  the 
beards.  It  gives  that  come  hither  look  to  garden  visitors!  Fortune  Cookie 
(Schreiner  '78)  is  a  peach  bitone  with  a  deeper  beard  that  has  the  best 
form  so  far,  for  this  color  in  SDBs,  with  well  rounded  falls,  nice  proportions 
and  three  buds  per  stalk. 

IBs;  Peachy  Face(B.  Jones  '76)  is  a  well  proportioned  peach  with  a  deeper 
spot  on  the  falls  and  a  tangerine  beard.  Vigorous  and  floriforous,  it 
produces  an  eye-catching  clump  in  a  short  time.  Battle  Shout  (Boushay 
'75),  a  velvety  red,  is  about  the  reddest  iris  of  all!  Good  form  and  vigor,  but 
the  color  makes  this  iris  outstanding.  Maiden  LANE(Pettijohn  '76)  is  a  delicate 
bright  yellow  with  a  white  area  on  the  near  horizontal  falls  with  a  deeper 
yellow  beard.  Vigorous,  free  flowering  qualities  and  good  branching 
make  this  an  excellent  garden  plant. 


MTBs:  Elfin  Coach  (Witt '72)  is  a  graceful  and  delicate  brown  plicata  on  a 
pale  yellow  ground;  it  flowers  over  a  long  period  on  wiry  and  abundant 
stems.  New  Idea  (Hager  '70)  was  the  result  of  Ben's  "new  idea"  of  using 
1.  aphy//a  to  create  medians  with  greater  branching  and  bud  count.  This 
rosy-mulberry  MTB  has  fulfilled  his  dream.  Panda  (Dunderman  '75)  is  an 
interesting  violet  bitone  with  a  very  distinctive  white  beard,  an  attractive 
addition  to  this  class. 
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BBs:  Picayune  (Keppel  77)  is  a  well  proportioned  pale  yellow  with  a  dark 
brown  pattern  on  the  hafts.  It  has  eye  catching  color,  the  best  branching  I 
have  ever  seen,  and  flaring,  ruffled  falls  to  make  this  an  outstanding 
garden  plant.  Gypsy  Wings  (Hamblen  78)  is  a  very  subtle  and  delicately 
ruffled  pale  yellow  and  violet  border  with  horizontally  flaring  falls,  good 
bud  count  and  branching  and  excellent  proportion.  Brown  lo\sso(Buckles- 
Niswonger  75),  with  its  butterscotch  standards,  and  flaring  violet  falls 
lassoed  in  brown,  is  a  very  unusual  iris  in  this  class.  Show  stalk  branching 
and  bud  count,  excellent  proportion:  Brown  Lasso  is  a  very  handsome  iris! 


Comments:  Since  our  climate  does  not  have  enough  cold,  long 
enough,  to  satisfy  the  dormancy  requirements  of  many  plants,  and  since 
many  Californians  grow  plants  in  pots  and  tubs  (and  we  had  successfully 
grown  blueberries  in  tubs),  we  decided  to  try  the  same  technique  with 
smaller  irises.  We  felt  that  the  soil  in  the  pots  tended  to  have  a  lower 
temperature  than  the  ground  because  of  the  added  exposure  at  the 
sides.  We  found  that  growing  the  SDBs  in  1 4-1 6"  or  larger  redwood  planters 
to  be  most  successful.  Even  in  warmer  winters,  the  bloom  the  following 
spring  was  quite  good.  They  get  full  sun  and  watertwice  weekly  during  the 
dry  months  and  do  not  seem  to  need  any  more  fertilizer  than  one  normally 
adds  to  field  grown  SDBs. 

I  grow  medians  because  I  am  intrigued  by  their  development  through 
the  interspecies  crossings.  It  is  interesting  to  see  how  the  bud  count, 
branching,  flowers  size,  ruffling  and  substance  increase  as  the  plants 
increase  in  size  categories.  Also,  some  of  the  characteristics  such  as  blue 
bearded  yellows  and  spot  patterns  cannot  yet  be  fully  bred  into  TBs.  I  hope 
that  they  will  some  day.  There  is  a  certain  charm  that  radiates  from  small 
things.  I  am  very  fond  of  our  sheepdog,  but  I  still  like  kittens  and  puppies! 

BENNETT  C.  Jones,  Portland,  Oregon 

Climate:  The  climate  in  Portland  and  Oregon  west  of  the  Cascade 
Mountains  is  maritime,  characterized  by  mild,  wet  winters  and  modera¬ 
tely  warm,  dry  summers.  The  area  experiences  an  average  rainfall  of 
40",  most  of  it  occuring  from  November  through  March.  The  average 
winter  temperature  is  40°F.  The  mean  number  of  frost-free  days  is  250 
the  median  iris  season  is  cool  and  moist. 

Culture:  The  soil  in  my  garden  is  maintained  through  an  annual 
application  of  compost  and  fertilizers  that  are  applied  according  to 
the  results  of  a  soil  test.  The  garden  is  on  a  hillside,  drainage  is  excellent- 
no  special  cultural  procedures  are  required  for  irises, 

MDB:  Betty  Emmons  (Cleo  Palmer'77)  a  nicely  formed  flower  of  lavender 
blue,  with  falls  a  bit  darker  in  color,  and  there  is  an  overall  wash  of  pale 
brown  in  an  interesting  color.  Quite  different  and  worthwhile;  it  is  a  good 
one. 
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Starring  Median  Irises  .  .  . 


starry  Eyed 
(Gatty  75) 
Standard 
Dwarf  Bearded 


RASPBERRY  BLUSH 
(left),  an  inter¬ 
mediate  bearded 
(Hamblen  76)  and 


CLAP  HANDS 

(Hager  76),  a  stan¬ 
dard  dwarf 

bearded . . . 
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SDBs:  Lihle  Bill  (W.  E.  Jones  '77)  is  a  two- toned  brown  of  exceptional 
form.  Light  brown  standards  are  domed  and  closed.  Lightly  ruffled  falls 
are  deep,  rich  brown,  accented  with  deep  purple  beards.  If  s  an  easy 
grower.  Gall£on  Gold  (Schreiner  '77)  is  the  brightest  golden  yellow 
imaginable;  the  falls  are  slightly  deeper  in  color.  Standards  are  closed, 
the  falls  flare,  and  the  azure  blue  beards  are  a  real  accent.  Vigorous  in 
growth.  Hooligan  (Boushay  '78)  this  yellow  bitone  has  pale  lavendar 
edges  on  both  standards  and  falls.  The  beards  are  yellow.  If  s  a  happy 
iris— the  name  fits. 

IBs:  Snow  Gnome  (Stuart  '74)  this  is  not  a  new  iris,  but  its  performance 
here  is  such  that  it  remains  a  favorite.  A  white  self,  including  the  beards, 
it  has  form  that  I  like  and  ideal  proportions.  It  flowers  heavily  and 
increases  rapidly.  Country  Deejay  (Carol  Lankow'79)  this  is  worth  having 
for  its  excellent  overall  proportion  alone,  but  it  also  has  form,  color  and 
substance  to  make  it  last.  Well  formed  flowers  are  maroon,  more  red  in 
the  center  of  the  falls.  Oneof  the  daintier  ones.  Avenelle(W.  E.  Jones'77)  is 
a  beautifully  formed  flower  with  yellow  beards  and  a  heavy  fragrance. 
Ifs  husky  in  growth,  but  well  balanced.  I  like  this  one  very  much. 

BBs:  Few  in  this  difficult  class  are  within  the  prescribed  measurements 
set  for  them.  Miss  Petite  (Wright  '72)  this  is  a  true  border  iris,  one  to  judge 
the  others  by.  Cream  standards  and  yellow  falls,  with  nicely  formed 
flowers  are  carried  on  slender  stems.  The  foliage  is  in  correct  proportion. 
One  of  the  best.  Pink  Swirl  (Wedow  '74)  is  a  colorful  blend  of  pink  and 
orange;  the  flowers  are  well  formed.  There  is  a  nice  overall  balance  of 
height  and  size  of  flower  and  foliage.  Sienna  Star  (Hamblen  '77)  is 
different  because  of  its  unique  color.  Apricot-beige  with  amber  at  the 
hafts  and  startling  deep  burnt  sienna  beards  make  this  really 
interesting.  Standards  are  slightly  open  and  falls  flare;  it  is  well 
branched,  of  fine  proportion. 

Comments:  An  extension  of  the  bearded  iris  season  by  as  much  as  six 
weeks  is  reason  enough  for  growing  the  smaller  bearded  irises.  Their 
bright  colors  and  interesting  color  patterns  offer  so  much  to  the 
gardener  who  spends  the  winter  anticipating  the  first  flowers  of  spring. 


W.G.  *‘GUS”  SINDT.  Alton,  Minnesota 

Climate:  Changeable.  We  are  in  zone  4  with  an  average  rainfall  of 
about  25  inches.  Temperatures  varies  from  at  least  —20°F  to  about  95°F. 
Both  temperatures  will  be  exceeded  in  certain  years.  However,  —20° 
does  not  necessarily  mean  the  ground  is  frozen,  for  if  a  snow  cover 
comes  early  enough  and  remains,  as  it  did  last  year,  there  is  no  frost. 
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Culture:  Our  irises  are  planted  in  rows,  and,  hopefully,  replanted  every 
two  or  three  years.  The  soil  is  very  sandy  with  super  drainage.  A 10-1 0-10 
fertilizer  is  applied  each  spring  in  early  April  and  again  at  transplanting 
time  in  August.  Weeds  are  controlled  by  Treflan;  one  teaspoon  in  water 
will  cover  about  50  square  feet,  applied  in  early  spring  and  rototilled  in 
the  top  two  inches.  A  cover  of  oak  leaves  is  applied  in  late  October  or 
early  November  and  removed  as  soon  as  the  snow  is  gone,  usually  in 
March. 

MDBs:  Sun  SPARKLE(David  Sindt '68)  this  pure pumila  is  bright  yellow  with 
a  yellow  beard,  a  prolific  bloomer  that  flowers  for  two  weeks.  It  won  the 
Caparne  Award  in  1972.  Blue  Frost  (Doriot  '57)  is  one  of  my  favorites,  a 
pale  blue  with  a  whit©  beard  and  a  nicely  rounded  form.  The  falls  are 
wide  and  flaring  and  th©  flower  is  beautiful.  Nuggets  (Sindt  '76)  is  a 
brilliant  orange  with  matching  beard  that  increases  and  grows  well  for 
us.  Its  bright  color  makes  it  a  landscaping  asset. 

SDBs:  Regards  (Hager  '67)  is  a  smoky  orchid  with  deep  maroon  fails, 
one  of  our  reliable  bloomers.  You  do  not  see  it  from  a  distance,  but  the 
subtle  blending  of  colors  is  appreciated  on  close  inspection.  Ripe 
Raspberry  (Dunbar  72)  is  the  color  of  its  name.  I  feel  this  has  been  one  of 
the  overlooked  SDBs.  Visitors  to  our  garden  are  always  attracted  to  its 
unique  and  interesting  color,  and  theform  is  very  nice.  Starry  Eyed (Gatty 
75)  always  draws  m©  to  it.  It  is  a  whit©  with  a  large,  clearly  defined  blue 
spot. 

IBs:  These  should  have  a  couple  of  branches  to  provide  a  show  as  th© 
SDBs  start  to  fade.  Annikins  (Warburton  '67)  is  on©  that  I  will  never  b© 
without.  It  is  deep  blue  purple  with  matching  beards;  it  is  very  prolific. 
Excellent  branching  with  two  or  three  open  makes  it  a  good  show 
variety.  Vamp  (Gatty  72)  is  a  deep  reddish  purple  with  a  dark  spot.  It  is 
another  variety  that  shows  its  beauty  close-up,  rather  than  from  a 
distance.  Cheers  (Hager  '76)  gets  me  away  from  the  purples  in  the  IBs, 
since  it  is  a  white  with  a  red  beard.  A  bright  spot  in  our  rows  of  IBs,  it  shows 
up  from  a  distance  with  its  bright  beard  color  plainly  visible. 

MTBs:  TopsyTurw  (Welch  '64)  has  impressed  me  from  the  first  time  I  saw 
it.  This  is  a  deep  yellow  with  white  falls;  smail  flowers  and  willowy  stemsfit 
the  class  requirements.  New  Idea  (Hager  '70)  is  a  new  idea  in  th©  class, 
since  it  is  tetraploid.  The  color  is  rosy  mulberry;  branching  is  excellent 
and  there  are  often  three  blooms  open.  At  our  Minnesota  show  in  early 
June,  there  were  15  entries  of  New  Idea  with  the  best  MTB  in  the  show 
going  to  one  of  the  specimens.  Almond  Srce  (Dunbar  '79)  is  typical  MTB 
and  near  the  shorter  end  of  the  class.  It  won  exhibition  awards  as  best 
seedling  on  the  show  table.  The  standards  are  light  bronze  and  cream 
falls  are  stitched  brown  at  the  edges.  The  parentage  is  complex  as  are 
many  from  this  hybridizer. 

BBs:  Some  in  this  class  are  oversized  blooms  on  short  stalks,  essentially 
short  TBs.  Flower,  stalk  and  plant  should  always  be  in  proportion.  Pink 
Ruffles  (Smith  '40)  produces  more  blooms  per  square  foot  than  any 
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other  I  know.  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  really  good  older  irises.  Lacy 
Valentine  (Warburton  '65)  is  a  very  pretty  pink  and,  as  the  name  implies, 
very  laced.  Miss  Petite  (Wright  '72)  is  my  other  choice.  MayBelle  Wright 
was  a  perfectionist  on  borders  and  this  is  one  of  her  best,  a  yellow  with 
standards  lighter  than  the  falls. 

Comment:  We  enjoy  the  little  irises  and  find  they  have  some 
advantages  over  the  TBs.  The  use  of  little  ones  extends  the  season  by 
about  five  weeks.  There  is  less  loss  from  winter  injury  and  its  related 
problems.  They  are  easier  to  care  for  as  the  foliage  is  much  smaller. 
There  are  less  susceptible  to  diseases  than  TBs.  Some  of  the  MDBs, 
especially  those  with  pumila  blood  will  not  grow  in  climates  with  mild 
winters,  but  they  love  our  Minnesota  cold. 

People  who  come  to  our  garden  in  early  and  mid  May  are  surprised 
that  the  little  irises  are  so  attractive.  The  smallest  of  the  miniatures  are 
excellent  rock  garden  subjects  and  more  should  be  used  for  this 
purpose.  We  grow  all  types  of  irises,  but  the  MDBs  and  SDBs  are  our 
favorites. 


Two  crisp  blooms 
of  PAGAN  BUHER- 
FLY  (above)  and 
BROWN  LASSO, 
dotted  with  rain¬ 
drops  (left) . . 
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Species  Qallery 


THE  PAIRED  SPECIES  OF  IRISES  II 

LeRoy  Davidson,  Washington 

Probabiy  no  two  species  of  irises  are  more  confused  than  are  the 
"Great  Biue  Fiags  of  eastern  North  America."  Professional  botanists  have 
trouble  telling  one  from  the  other;  Linnaeus  himself  was  not  sure;  Dykes 
merged  them  as  one  species  called  Iris  versicolor. 

Iris  versicolor  ortd  Iris  virginico 

The  studies  of  Edgar  Anderson^  2  established  true  distinctions  between 
the  pair,  both  in  morphology  and  range.  "These  two  names,"  he  wrote\ 
"can  without  hesitation  be  put  to  the  two,"  /.  versicolor  to  the  north  and  /. 
virginica  to  the  south  and  southeast.  He  also  established  new  ap¬ 
proaches  on  "introgression"  explaining  the  extensive  and  variable 
populations  which  resemble  more  than  a  single,  well  recognized,  stable 
taxon. 

When  cytological  (cellular)  evidence  revealed  /.  versicolor  to  be  an 
amphidiploid  of  hybrid  nature^,  it  was  immediately  assumed  to  have 
sprung  from  /.  virginica  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Pleistocene  Ice  Age,  with  I. 
setosa  considered  likely  to  have  been  the  other  parent.  A  form  of  this  even 
more  northerly  species  still  exists  in  Alaska's  unglaciated  Yukon  Valley 
and  can  be  presumed  to  have  once  spread  itself  across  sub-artic  North 
America. 

Anderson  named  this  /.  setosa  var.  interior,  he  speculated  that,  had 
there  been  any  real  physical  barriers  (deep  canyons,  high  mountain 
ranges)  to  hinder  free  gene  exchange  between  these  forerunners,  what 
we  find  today  might  have  been  quite  different. 

We  can  see  that  the  populations  of  eastern  irises  resemble  one 
another  for  very  good  reasons.  We  look  for  the  subtle  but  real 
distinctions. 
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They  are  hydrophytes  (water- lovers)  of  the  Subsection  Laevigatae  of 
Apogons.  If  we  hold  the  leaves  to  the  light  tiny  blackish  cross-veins 
indicate  a  watery  habitat  one  of  marshes  and  streamsides. 

Often  they  may  be  seen  in  shallow  water  but  they  prosper  best  in 
places  too  wet  for  grasses  and  too  dry  for  cat  tails,  Perhaps  the  ideal 
situation  is  one  alternately  wet  and  dry,  where  they  form  large,  dense 
clumps  from  similar  thick,  creeping  rhizomes  and  produce  similarly 
broad,  sword-like,  erect  to  arching  leaves.  Similar  tallish  stalks  bear  rather 
similar  flowers,  about  level  with  leaf  tips,  three  or  more  feet  above  the 
ground,  or  perhaps  half  that  in  stressful,  dry  conditions. 

There  are  other  tall,  blue  hydrophytic  apogon  irises  of  the  south¬ 
east,  but  they  may  readily  be  recognized  by  their  six-ridged  ovaries, 
developing  to  prominently  six-angled  capsules,  as  belonging  to  the 
Hexagonae  Apogons,  the  Louisiana  irises  and  their  allies. 

"Blue  Flags"  are  agreed  to  constitute  at  least  1wo  species.  Some 
enthusiasts  would  allow  a  third,  but  the  cautious  feel  it  best  to  regard  that 
entity  as  a  geographical  variety,  /.  uirginica  var.  shreuel.^ 


iris  versicoior— Linnaeus,  interpreted  by  Anderson 


Northernmost  of  this  pair,  I.  versicolor  occupies  a  range  from  eastern 
Manitoba's  lakes  to  those  of  Ontario  to  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Maritime 
Provinces  of  Canada,  southward  into  northern  Minnesota  and  Michigan, 
New  England,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  Much  of  this  is 
territory  that  lay  beneath  the  glacial  ice.  Very  tolerant  of  cold  and  dry 
conditions,  the  iris  is  a  constant  associate  of  the  northern  coniferous 
forest. 

Fresh  new  leaves  are  ordinarily  stained  purple  at  the  base.  Flower  stalks 
are  usually  freely  branched  and  bear  up  to  four  or  five  buds  per  socket, 
each  spath  consisting  of  tan,  paperty-thin  and  dry  members,  very 
rarely  green;  the  outermost  is  almost  never  elongated  or  leaf-like.  The 
perianth  tube  is  a  compact,  sturdv  connective  of  the  ovary  and  floral 
parts,  which  are  always  some  tint  or  shade  of  purple,  ordinarily  blue- 
toned  in  a  veined  pattern  on  light  ground,  occasionally  red  (the 
kermesina  form)  or  blue-white  (the  albo-coerulea  form)  or,  rarely,  pure 
white  (the  murrayana  form)  ail,  of  course,  with  some  yellow. 
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One  of  the  most  important  distinctions  is  in  the  standards  which  are 
very  much  shorter  than  the  falls  (to  about  half  their  length)  and  rather 
bluntly  lanceolate  in  shape.  Falls  are  inclined  to  an  orbicular  blade, 
abruptly  tapered  from  a  short,  broad  claw,  and  characteristically 
marked  at  the  base  with  a  glistening  blotch  of  papillae.  These  short 
protuberances  are  seen  with  a  lens  to  be  about  half  the  thickness  of  the 
member, 


The  ovary  is  quite  smoothly  three-angled  and  about  twice  as  tall  as 
broad,  maturing  to  a  weak  textured,  dry  capsule  (one  which  has  much 
pulp  prior  to  drying)  and  with  a  definite  nipple-like  summit  on  which  the 
withered  blossom  persists,  often  to  seed  maturity. 


The  seed  are  the  most  infallable  clue  to  identity,  perhaps.  They  are 
rounded  or  angular  to  D-shaped,  according  to  the  various  pressures 
within  the  maturing  capsule,  and  with  a  hard,  shiny  chestnut  colored 
seedcoat,  minutely  and  regularly  pitted.  In  general  appearance,  it  is 
similar*  to  seed  oil.  setosa.  Jean  Witt,  Chairman  of  the  Species  Iris  Group 
of  North  America  (SIGNA)  commented  that  /.  versicolor  seeds,  although 
twotothreetimes  larger  than  the  seeds  of/,  setosa,  do  not  show  the  line  of 
the  raphe  so  obviously  as  the  latter.  The  chromosome  number  of  /. 
versicolor  is  108,  the  highest  known  count  in  irises. 


Many  forms  of  /.  versicolor  are  found  in  cultivation,  at  least  by  label. 
"Claret  Cup"  is  a  clone  of  kermesina  coloring.  "Rosea"  is  abnormally  short, 
a  soft  rose  pink,  and  several  named  "Alba"  should  probably  be  called 
vnurrayana. 

Dykes  called  attention  to  1.  versicolor  as  the  "blue  counterpart'  of 
the  European  /.  pseudacorus,  similar  in  all  respects  except  the  stan¬ 
dards.  There  Is  actually  far  greater  resemblance  between  the  latter 
and  /.  setosa  even  to  that  detail. 


Iris  virginica— Linnaeus 

The  southern  member  of  this  pair  of  "Blue  Flags"  is  to  be  found  from  the 
region  along  the  Great  Lakes,  where  the  conifers  and  I.  versicolor  take 
leave  (on  rare  occasion,  with  them)  and  from  there  its  range  extends 
almost  to  the  Gulf  Coast  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  west  to  Minnesota  and 
eastern  Kansas,  and  east  to  Virginia  and  the  Carolina  coastal  plain. 
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Various  clones  may  or  may  not  have  purple  leaf  bases.  The  stalk  is 
rather  spare  of  branches  (usually  a  single  long  one)  and  stem  leaves  are 
few.  he  spathes  are  firm  and  leafy  green,  the  outermost  usually 
elongated  (sometimes  as  much  so  as  in  hexagonae.)  There  are  two  to 
three  flowers  per  spathe,  colored  similarly  to  versicolor,  though  seldom 
red.  The  standards  are  consistently  almost  equal  in  length  to  the  falls, 
which  are  somewhat  more  oblong  and  narrow,  with  the  base  brightly 
yellow-pubescent. 

The  perianth-tube  is  much  as  in  versicolor  and  the  ovary  is  shortly  oval, 
maturing  to  an  ovate,  thick,  pulpy  capsule.  The  capsule  may  never  dry 
appreciably  nor  open  to  release  the  seeds,  which  are  only  later  dispersed 
by  water  action,  following  the  decay  of  stalk  and  capsule  which 
collapsed  onto  the  ground.  Jean  Witt  describes  the  seeds  as  slimey  when 
fresh.  The  seeds  are  .larger  than  those  of  versicolor  oval  to  angular  to  O 
shaped,  with  a  regularly  and  coarsely  pitted  seedcoat  that  is  quite  corky. 
They  resemble  smaller  seed  of  the  hexagonae  group.  The  chromosome 
number  of  /.  virginica  is  70  to  72. 


Southeastern  forms  described  as  /.  georgiana  britton,  /.  Carolina  radius, 
and  I.  caroliniana  s.  watson  are  considered  as  belonging  here.  There  are  a 
number  of  selections  in  cultivation,  although  few  are  reported  in  the 
registry.  Southern  forms  are  inclined  to  be  evergreen  and  to  have  a  winter 
growth  habit;  consequently,  they  are  not  cold  hardy. 


Iris  virginica  var.  shrevel  (Small)— Anderson^ 

Small's  name  is  accorded  these  plants  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
although  there  may  be  doubts  that  is  represents  a  constant,  definable 
taxon,  rather  than  an  instance  of  introgression.  The  original  description 
accurately  distinguished  the  plant  from  versicolor  although  it  did  not 
mention  others.  In  effect,  it  was  a  redescription  of  virginica,  yet  not  corv 
sistant  with  that  in  all  details.  There  appear  to  be  no  major  cytological 
distinctions,  according  to  Foster^,  and  Viosca  felt  that/,  virginica  could  be 
segregated  into  as  many  as  three  quite  recognizable  sub-entities^. 

Through  the  years,  many  attempts  have  been  made  to  satisfactorily 
characterize  Small's  /.  shrevei  as  a  good,  sound  species  in  its  own  right, 
but,  to  date,  none  has  proven  a  workable  aid  when  applied  in  the  field. 
The  long  capsules  seem  to  indicate  a  strong  tie  with  versicolor;  other 
attributes  may  or  may  not  be  consistent  throughout  the  range  of 
occurence. 
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Iris  X  robusta— Anderson 

Anderson  had  noted  some  especially  vigorous  plants  in  the  zone  of 
contact  of  the  two  "Blue  Flags"  in  upper  Michigan  and  Ontario.  He  also 
flowered  crosses  of  the  two,  as  had  McClelland  of  Kansas.  All  proved  very 
similar,  and  like  versicolor,  although  with  larger  and  more  lax  standards 
and  a  bright  eye-spot  at  the  base  of  the  falls.  They  were  quite  unlike 
anything  else  found  in  the  wild,  Seeds  had  germinated  sporadically  and 
the  hybrids  proved  vigorous  growers  that  were  partially  fertile.  It  is  entirely 
possible  that  some  of  the  many  "blue  water  irises"  of  catalogs  and 
gardens  are  actually  this  hybrid. 

Iris  X  sancfi-cyn- Rousseau 

Infrequent  hybrids  found  in  the  St.  Lawrence  region  where  L  setosa  van 
anadenis  meets  versicolor  have  been  described  under  this  name.  Not 
unexpectedly,  they  appear  as  smaller  uersico/or,  with  standards  reduced 
in  dimension.  None  are  known  to  be  in  cultivation. 

Footnote  References 

1.  Edgar  Anderson,  1928;  Annals  Missouri  Botanical  Garden  XV. 

2.  Edgar  Anderson,  1936;  Annals  Missouri  Botanical  Garden  XXIII. 

3.  Robert  Foster,  1937;  Contributions  Gray  Herbarium  CXIX. 

4.  Percy  Viosca,  1935;  Bulletin  of  the  American  Iris  Societ];  57. 

5.  'This  has  sometimes  been  regarded  as  a  subspecies. 
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Irises  face  a  challenge  in  this  area  where  temperatures  change  rapidly.  Winter  snow  may  reach 
depths  up  to  40”  and  temperatures  may  drop  to  25  below  zero.  The  average  summer  annual 
rainfall  is  25  to  26  inches  and  high  humidity  may  combine  with  temperatures  over  100”. 


A  Spade  Is  a  Spade 
.  .  .  .Or  Is  it? 

ROGER  R.  NELSON -WAYNE,  NEBRASKA 


If  an  iris  variety  grows  and  blooms  well  in 
my  garden,  then  it  is  sate  to  say  that  the 
particular  variety  is  dependable  throug- 
out  the  Midwest.  This  may  sound  like  it 
should  be  a  true  statement,  but  I  have 
learned  that  many  factors— method  of 
winter  cover,  exposure  of  beds  to  certain 
slopes  or  depressions,  age  of  plant  (one  or 
two-year  plantings)— can  influence  any 
variety s  performance  even  within  a  50 
mile  radius. 

For  this  reason  I  hesitate  to  make  varietal 
For  this  reason  I  nesitate  to  make  varietal  comments  on  several  new 
irises.  Yet,  I  feel  a  spade  is  a  spade  astaras  a  varietys  performance  in  Iris 
Country  (my  garden  name)  is  concerned;  and  I  find  myseit  wanting  to 
otter  comments  on  several  newer  irises  as  they  grow  in  Wayne, 
Nebraska. 

Some  of  the  following  varieties  have  been  grown  two  seasons  or 
more;  others,  only  one  season.  The  reader  should  be  aware  that  all 
varieties  received  the  maximum  in  winter  cover  and  care,  many 
varietal  remarks  are  absed  on  the  performance  of  one  year  plants.  Until 
Fall  1978,1  had  been  digging  and  re- setting  all  varieties  every  year.  The 
1979  bloom  season  brought  several  two  year  clumps  to  bloom  tor  the 
first  time  in  4  seasons.  Finally,  the  1979  bloom  was  a  superior  one  in  general 
thoughout  our  Region  21. 

Silent  M/uesty  (Hamt^len  77)  A  tremendous,  smooth  deep  violet  self  of 
beautiful  form  on  strong,  well-branched  stalks  and  a  vigorous  plant.  This 
is  a  real  favorite  with  me  and  ultra  vigorous  and  hardy  here.  It  blooms 
faithfully  on  both  one  and  two  year  plants. 

Flamenco  (Keppel  77)  The  brightest,  most  unique  amoena-plicata  I 
have  grown  or  viewed  —  bronzed  gold  standards,  white  falls  with  heavy 
moroon-brown  markings  on  a  jaunty,  beautifully  flared  flower.  In  1978 
on  two  one-year  plants  directly  from  California,  I  had  three  stalks  plus 
fourtofive  increases  remaining  on  both  plantings;  and  thisyear  second 
year  clumps  bloomed  with  beautiful  proportion  throughout—  looks  like 
a  reai  winner  for  the  cold  country. 
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Christmas  RuBiEs(Hafnnblen  '78)  An  excellent  red- bearded  white  showing 
great  promise  best  describes  this  newcomer.  This  color  class  has  been  o 
less-thon-hordy  one  here,  traditionally;  but  based  on  a  two  year  trial, 
this  heavily  ruffled,  very  well  formed  pristine  white  with  bushy  red- 
orange  beards  is  heading  for  the  winner's  circle.  It  bloomed  well  on  a 
one- year  plant  direct  from  Utah  in  1 978;  and  its  second  year  display  on 
both  one  and  two  year  plants  was  excellent.  I  would  rate  it  not  just  a 
good  iris,  but  a  great  one. 

CHARiSMA(Blocher'76)  I  have  grown  this  medium  lavender  blue  to  nearly 
greyed  turquios  blue  for  three  seasons.  It  has  always  been  a  topnotch 
iris  in  all  respects— great  vigor,  great  color,  great  form,  great  stalk  and 
great  hardiness.  It  is  easily  the  most  robust,  beautifully  formed  mid-blue 
that  I  grow.  Why  is  it  still  relatively  unknown? 

Royal  REGENCY(Schreiner'77)  Its  first  opportunity  for  bloom  was  Spring  '78; 
and  bloom  it  certainly  did—  magnificent,  huge,  well-formed  silky  blue- 
violet  flowers  on  a  well-branched  stem  with  five  spare  increases.  A  real 
showpiece  then  and  even  more  spectacular  in  1979. 

Potpourri  (Hamblen  '76)  This  smoky  pink  standard,  plum  violet  failed 
beauty  really  caught  my  eye  in  Utah  in  1976  due  to  its  unusual  color 
and  form.  In  Nebraska,  however,  it  has  refused  to  bloom  on  one-year 
plants  and  seems  to  be  prone  to  some  winter  damage.  A  two  year 
clump  did  bloom  this  season  with  superior  stalks  but  minus  the  color 
impact  that  I  remember  in  Utah. 

Gypsy  Caravan  (Moldovan  '78)  The  most  exciting  variegata  I  have  ever 
seen  or  grown.  It  has  been  a  "orowd- stopper"  for  three  seasons  with 
intense  golden  standards  and  ultra-smooth  red  falls.  The  form  is  grand 
with  some  lace,  and  lost  of  branching,  vigor,  and  rugged  hardiness.  This 
is  a  newer  variety  that  everyone  should  grow. 

Crystal  Dawn  (Rudolph  '76)  Good  creams  still  seem  scarce  in  the 
garden;  and  this  huge  laced  and  ruffled  one  with  soft  yellow  fall  edges 
is  a  worthy  one.  For  three  years  it  has  produced  healthy  plants  with 
heavily  substanced  well  shaped  flowers  on  heavy  stems.  This  variety 
deserves  more  praise. 

Chartreuse  Ruffles  (Rudolph  '76)  Vigor  and  hardiness  personified  plus  a 
very  rewarding  and  unique  color  pattern— pale  lilac  with  chartreuse- 
tan  wide  band  on  the  falls.  It  has  bloomed  for  three  consectuive 
seasons  on  strong,  typical  stalks.  Pictures  tell  me  it  is  proving  to  be  a 
great  parent  as  well. 

Sun  FiRE(Hamblen  '77)  I  have  tested  this  brilliant  yellow-orange  with  red 
beards  variety  for  three  season  and  found  it  reluctant  to  bloom  on  one 
year  plants  the  first  two  years.  Yet,  both  one  and  two  year  plants  put  on 
a  great  display  this  year.  The  form  is  desirable,  the  stalks  are  well 
branched,  and  the  beard  is  starting. 
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Dasher(0.  Brown  77)  In  1978  a  one  year  plant  out  of  Oregon  grew  very 
well,  proved  hardy  and  bloomed  heavily  with  beautifully  formed 
intense  red-violet  flowers  tinted  pink  at  the  hafts  and  "hof '  red  beards, 
In  1 979  it  repeated  this  performance.  The  plants  are  not  large  here  and 
bloom  heavily;  but  they  seem  perfectly  healthv. 


Guardian  GATE(Moldovan  79)  I  have  guested  this  variety  fortwo  seasons 
and  it  has  been  very  hardy  and  vigorous.  I  would  recommend  it  as  most 
unusual,  hazy,  darker  blue-orchid  with  white  ray  pattern  near  the  haft 
and  an  odd,  smokey  blue-orchid  infused  red  beard.  The  form  is  in 
Steve's  usual  grand  style;  and  the  branching  has  been  consistently 
adequate. 


Gentle  Rain  (Keppel  '77)  This  variety  is  not  a  study  in  bold  contrasts  but 
rather  a  soft  lavender  heavily  stippled  and  sanded  on  white.  A  one  year 
plant  out  of  California  produced  three  stalks  and  six  increases  in  1 978; 
and  1 979  brought  more  bloom  over  a  very  extended  season.  It  appears 
to  be  a  super  vigorous  plant  with  no  bad  feelings  about  Nebraska 
winters. 


PLAYGiRL(Gatty '77)  So  many  pinks  produce  lousy,  insignificentfoliaged 
plants  here;  but  this  variety  is  producing  large  husky  plants  with 
beautiful  foliage.  In  1978  the  winter  killed  the  main  bloom  stem  on  a 
one  year  plant;  but  it  bloomed  with  beautifully  formed  flowers  on 
auxiliary  stalk.  The  '79  season  convinced  me  that  this  variety  is  a 
winner— good  grower,  well  spaced  and  budded  stalk,  and  a  very  nice 
flower.  Of  course,  the  plus  feature  is  its  winter  tolerance  here. 


Windsor  Rose  (Schreiner  '77)  When  one  describes  the  rosy  red-violet 
varieties,  it  is  often  hard  to  distinguish  one  from  the  other;  but  this  one  is 
a  deeper  than  usual  rosy  raspberry  variety  with  balanced,  spreading 
form,  deep  tangerine  beard,  and  extremely  heavy  substance.  A  one 
year  plant  from  Oregon  last  year  produced  a  37  inch  stalk  with  good 
branching  and  seven  buds.  This  year  both  the  one  and  two  year  plants 
exhibited  very  poor  branching,  but  the  plant  remains  healthy  and  the 
flower  elegant. 


Navajo  Blanket  (Schreiner  '78)  As  a  guest  plant  in  '78,  this  variety  really 
outdid  itself,  producing  three  bloomstalks  and  five  increase  on  a  one 
year  Oregon  plant.  The  nearly  white  standards  stop  claret  purple  falls 
offer  a  unique  contrast  in  a  real  quality  flower.  It  seemed  at  that  time  to 
be  a  remarkable  grower  and  increaser.  A  year  later  it  is  still  growing 
strong  and  I  can  qdd  a  well  branched  stem  to  its  attributes. 
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Evening  Echo  (Hamblen  77)  I  had  two  plants  of  this  dark  violet-blue 
bearded  light  violet  blue  self  in  the  spring  78  season.  Both  bloomed— 
one  on  a  short  25  inch  stalk,  but  the  other  at  32  inches  with  grand 
branching,  This  season  it  performed  excellently  with  many  stalks  and 
good  stems.  With  such  a  deep  beard,  it  must  be  rated  as  a  step  forward 
in  this  color  family.  Flowers  are  much  smaller  on  two  year  clumps  and 
therefore,  I  suggest  one  year  plants  of  this  variety. 


Blushing  Pink  (Rudolph  77)  This  deep  lavender  to  blue  pink  did  not 
bloom  in  1978.  However,  this  season  it  was  a  stunner  in  true  deep  pink 
with  bloom  on  both  one  and  two  year  plants— appealing  form,  color, 
stalk,  and  a  healthy  plant— sure  to  be  one  of  the  new  leaders  in  this 
class. 


FiREWATER(Keppel  77)  Another  variety  that  failed  to  bloom  on  a  one  year 
plant  in  78  but  more  than  made  up  for  lost  time  this  year—  really  blue 
with  tangerine  red  beards  on  a  husky,  many  budded  plant. 


ENTOURAGE(Ghio  77)  A  color  that  I  had  to  adjust  to  and  finally  ended  up 
really  liking— smokey  red-violet  to  rose  blend  with  tangerine  beards  on 
a  husky,  super  branched  stalk  supported  by  an  equally  healthy,  husky 
plant— a  strange  colored  variety  with  much  general  quality. 


Columbia  Blue  (Schreiner  78)  Cleanliness  and  serenity  describe  this  well 
formed  iight  blue  with  beautifully  rounded  petals  and  widely  branched 
stalk— a  one  year  performance  report  that  is  very  complimentary. 


Festive  Aire  (O.  Brown  76)  Some  of  Opal's  apricot-orange  lines  (ie.  Queen 
Of  Hearts,)  do  not  perform  consistently  well  here;  but  for  three  seasons 
this  variety  has  been  growing  and  blooming  freely—  an  apricot-orange 
to  pink  blend  with  thick  red  beards— growth  is  dependable— stalk  is 
branched  adequately,  and  while  notoutstanding,  the  form  is  decent— 
deserves  to  be  better  known. 

Velvet  Flame  (Gatty  '78)  Shorter  blend  of  dark  red  and  wine  with  violet 
blaze  on  the  falls— the  form  is  good  and  the  color  is  rich,  deep  and  very 
bloomed  heavily  on  short  stalks  the  first  year  here;  but  I  feel  it  will  do  well 
as  it  appears  now. 

Sunday  Chimes  (Hamblen  '78)  This  is  Melba's  medium  pink  with  cerise 
beard  that  appears  to  be  looking  good  across  the  country—  focus  is  on 
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tail  rugged  stalks  and  the  healthy  plant  in  addition  to  her  usual 
beautifully  ruffled  form.  It  bloomed  very  willingly,  showing  no  winter 
torment.  It  is  nice  to  have  another  quality  pink  with  such  a  dependable 
and  strong  constitution. 

A  spade  is  still  a  spade;  and  an  iris  either  performs  well  for  me  or  it  does 
not.  I  have  tried  to  provide  the  basis  for  the  comments  I  made,  hoping 
that  it  will  benefit  those  contemplating  growing  one  of  these  mentioned 
varieties  in  an  area  with  similar  climatic  conditions.  Now,  I  can  wait  for 
someone  living  in  our  general  climatic  range  to  write  me  and  declare 
that  my  observations  are  too  authoritative  and  basically  inaccurate. 


AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

Send  dues,  making  checks  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society,  to 
the  Membership  Secretary,  Ronald  Mullin,  1600  Fourth  St.,  Routes, 


Pawnee,  Oklahoma  74058. 

Annual  . . . . . . .  $  7.50 

Triennial .  18.75 

FamilyAnnual  (any  two  members  of  a  family  at  same  address) .  9.00 

Family  Triennial .  22.50 

Family  Youth  (age  18  and  under;  when  an  adult  in  the  family 

is  an  AIS  member;  one  BULLETIN  per  family) .  1 .50 

Youth  (age  18  and  under;  full  membership  privileges) .  2.50 

Sustaining .  15.00 

Research .  37.50 

Life .  150.00 

Family  Life .  187.50 


SECTION  DUES 


To  join  or  new  membership  in  special  Sections  of  the  AIS,  indicate  and 
return  remitfance  as  below  to  the  Membership  Secretary  when  paying  AIS 
dues! 


single 

single 

family 

family 

annual 

triennial 

annual 

triennial 

Median 

2.50 

6.25 

2.75 

7.50 

Siberian 

2.00 

5.00 

2.50 

6.00 

Spuria 

2.00 

5.00 

2.50 

6.00 

Japanese 

2.00 

5.00 

2.50 

6.00 

Reblooming 

3.00 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

Pacific  Coast 

4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species 

3.00 

9.00 

6.00 

18.00 

Louisiana 

2.00 

6.00 

4.00 

12.00 

IMPORTANT:  Section  dues,  if  paid  through  AIS,  MUST  be  for  the  same 
duration  as  your  AIS  dues.  AIS  FAMILY  member  desiring  SINGLE  Section 
membership,  PLEASE  indicate  which  person  is  applying  for  Section  mem¬ 
bership. 
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Gifts  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

February  1,  1979  to  July  1,  1979 


MEMORIAL  GIFS  FOR: 

QUAY  BAUMAN 

Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  (TN) 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Luther  Martin  (TN) 
MONA  CARNAHAN 
AIS  Region  14 
RALPH  COLEMAN 
AIS  Region  14 
Francesca  Thoolen  (CA) 

J,  CLARKE  COSGROVE 
'A!S  Region  15 
JOE  EZZO 

Mrs.  Lena  A.  Lezzo  (NY) 

HARRY  HANNA 

Akron  Area  Iris  Society  (OH) 
Central  Ohio  Iris  Society  (OH) 
RUTH  HOLMAN 

Central  Valley  Iris  Society  (CA) 
CIV\IR  JOHNSON 

Akron  Area  Iris  Society  (OH) 
THELMA  NEUMEYER 
Akron  Area  Iris  Society 
Z,  RANSON  PRENTISS 
Akron  Area  Iris  Society 


FRANK  C,  SCOTT 
AIS  Region  14 
Francesca  Thoolen  (CA) 

ETHEL  V,  SOULTS 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ernest  Bastady  (CA) 
AIS  Region  14 
GRACE  VOGT 

Central  Valley  Iris  Society  (CA) 

OTHER  GIFS: 

*anonynnous 

El  Paso  Iris  Society  (TX) 

Mrs.  Alice  Taylor  (NY) 

‘Dorothy  Hujsak  (OK) 
‘anonymous 
‘Ruby  D.  Buchanan  (NO) 
Frank  L  Johnson  (GA) 

‘John  W.  Wood  (SC) 

‘group  from  Region  5 


‘Special  Purpose  Gift 


Note:  With  apologies  to  the  members  of  AIS  Region  14,  the  gift  credited 
to  the  Region  14  Convention  Committee  (Spring  1 979  Bulletin  No.  233) 
should  have  been  listed  as  a  gift  from  AIS  Region  14. 


HUNTSVILLE  CONVENTION 
ARTIFACTS  AUCTION 

—  successful  bidders: 

Catlierine  Averitt  (TN) 

Mary  Bedell  (NY) 

J.  L  Christopher  (TN) 

Ralph  Conrad  (CA) 

Glenn  F.  Corlew  (CA) 

Donald  R.  Denny  (CA) 

Allan  Ensminger  (NE) 

Mrs.  Frank  H.  J.  Figge  (MD) 


Kathleen  Frey  (CA) 

Jean  Hall  (TN) 

Larry  Harder  (NE) 

Dolores  M,  Kassly  (IL) 

Lois  Kennedy  (AL) 

Helen  McCaughey  (OK) 
Marlyn  Nelson  (Ml) 

Hooker  Nichols  (OK) 

Mrs.  Stayton  Nunn  (TX) 
Gertrude  H.  Price  (AL) 
Garth  A.  Riddler(TX) 

Mrs.  C.  C,  Rockwell,  Jr.  (T>0 
Ed  Varnum  (CO) 
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DOMESTIC  NEWS 

Fred  Stephenson 

From  Region  8  comes  an  idea  that  could  go  a  long  way  toward  en¬ 
couraging  broader  acceptance  of  the  various  iris  types.  Region  8  has  a 
“promoter"'  for  each  type  of  iris  grown  in  the  Region.  There  is  a  “promoter"' 
for  dwarfs,  intermediates,  borders,  Siberian,  etc.  The  promoter  brings  slides 
to  each  regional  meeting;  brings  rhizomes  for  auction,  if  possible;  writes 
articles  for  the  regional  bulletin  and  is  a  Public  Relations  person  for  his  or 
her  type  of  iris. 

Region  8  also  has  an  iris  award  called  the  MINNESOTA  IRIS  AWARD  which 
may  be  awarded  annually  to  an  iris  of  Minnesota  origin  or  introduction. 
Anyone  may  nominate  an  iris  for  the  award.  The  nominees  are  tabulated 
and  those  receiving  a  predetermined  minimum  number  of  votes  are 
listed  as  candidates.  This  list  is  sent  to  AIS  Judges  of  Minnesota  who,  by 
secret  ballot,  select  the  winner.  The  award  is  becoming  quite  prestigious. 
Recent  winners  have  included  TBs,  BBs,  MDBs,  and  SDBs  giving  some 
indication  as  to  the  distribution  of  the  award  among  the  various  types. 

DO  YOU  KNOW  THE  ANSWER?  From  Region  23  comes  a  question.  “We 
have  found  that  irises  grow  best  in  new  soil  and  that  otter  four  or  more 
years  we  are  unable  to  maintain  superior  growth.  Does  anyone  have  a 
systematic  way  of  maintaining  the  original  quality  of  the  soil?"  Your 
Domestic  News  Editor  would  welcome  all  comments,  as  this  problem 
seems  universal. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS 

Bee  Warburton 

IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  all  of  October  is  iris  season.  In  spite  of  problems  of  great 
distance  and  scattered  memberships,  they  are  able  to  plan  an  all-iris 
show  in  Johannesburg,  usually  on  the  second  Saturday  of  the  month. 
Their  listing  of  donated  trophies  for  the  show  classes  tells  the  story  of  their 
enthusiasm. 

The  commercial  garden  of  Audrey  Wessles,  one  of  only  two  in  the 
country,  is  open  to  visitors  the  entire  month  of  October.  The  Wessels  visited 
the  USA  in  1 977  and  attended  the  San  Jose  Convention.  Audrey  is  the  ISSA 
Secretary. 
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M.  MARCEL  TURBAT,  Chairman  of  the  Orleans  International  Iris  Congress  of 
1978,  reports  that  some  copies  of  the  English  printing  ot  the  Congress 
Reports  (Rapport  du  Congress  International  d'lris  d'Orleans)  are  avail¬ 
able,  with  proceeds  to  go  to  the  French  Iris  Society,  This  publication  may 
be  ordered  for  25  fr  including  postage,  from  M.  Turbat,  C.O.M.I.F.I.,  Parc 
Floral,  45100  Orleans,  France. 

Marcel  Turbat  was  proprietor  of  the  nursery  before  him,  and  it  was  in  this 
garden  that  the  young  John  Wister,  later  to  be  the  first  president  of  AIS, 
was  standing  when  news  of  the  Armistice  reached  him  in  1918. 

Contents  of  the  report  include:  “An  Appraisement  about  the  Corv 
gress,"  M.  Boussard;  “Notes  on  South  African  Gladiolus  Species,"  Prof.  G.  R. 
Delpierre;  “Practical  Breeding  of  Bearded  Irises,"  J.  D.  Taylor;  “Decorative 
Reserves  of  a  Flower,"  Prof.  G.l.  Rodionenko;  “Bulbous  Irises,"  M.H.  Hoog: 
“Weed  Control  in  Iris  Plantations,"  M.  Picard. 

We  congratulate  the  Societe  Francaise  for  its  efforts  in  producing  the 
meeting  and  report  and  share  their  satisfaction  that  it  increased  the 
prestige  of  the  “Royal  Flower"  in  France. 


RESULTS  ARE  IN  FROM  ITALY  on  this  yeaLs  international  iris  competitions 
sponsored  since  1 955  by  the  Community  of  Florence  in  collaboration  with 
the  Italian  Iris  Society.  The  Premio  Firenze  gold  medal  was  not  awarded. 
American  hybridizers  did  well  on  the  winner's  list,  tall  bearded  category. 

A  silver  medal  for  the  overall  second  best  the  Premio  Ente  Provinciate 
Turismo,  was  garnered  by  Les  Peterson  for  Le  Sedna  Joseph  Ghio's  Intuition 
finished  fourth  to  win  the  Gran  Diploma  cfOnore,  followed  by  Satin  Glass 
by  Clarence  Blocher,  collecting  the  Menzione  Onorevole.  Les  Peterson's 
Spanish  FiARLEM  was  next  on  the  list  for  honor. 

Special  prizes:  the  Premio  della  Regione  Toscana  for  his  triumphs  in  the 
first  category  went  to  Les  Peterson.  Les  was  also  awarded  the  Premio  del 
Comune  di  Firenze  for  the  best  red  tail  bearded  variety,  Le  Sedna 

R.C.  Butter  received  the  Coppa  Louise  Branch  for  the  best  branched 
variety,  his  Maumelle.  Joseph  Ghio's  San  Jose  won  the  Coppa  Gardi  for 
unusual  coloration. 

Congratulations  to  These  AIS  hybridizers!  Other  hybridizers  wishing  to 
enter  future  renewals  of  the  annual  competition  may  write  to  the 
Comitato  per  II  Concorso  Internazional  dell'lris,  palazzo  Strozzi,  50123 
Florence,  Italy  for  specie  rules,  it  is  too  late  to  enter  the  next  contest,  since 
all  paperwork  must  be  completed  and  received  by  Sept.  1 5  of  the  year  of 
entry. 
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NEW  FASHIONS  IN  LOUISIANA 

IRISES 

Charles  W.  Arny,  Jr. 


UPTIGHT  CREAM  WHITE 


It  no  longer  takes  wishing  to  make  it  so.  All  iris  enthusiasts  now  have  the 
privilege  of  enjoying  the  colors,  forms  and  interesting  variations  in  Louisiana 
irises  they  once  wished  for.  It  may  be  difficult  to  realize  that  the  modern 
Louisiana  iris  is  no  more  than  35  odd  years  old.  The  hybridizing  that  resulted 
in  the  cultivars  now  popular  began  about  1943.  By  studying  the  accom¬ 
plishments  of  these  years  and  the  irises  registered  and  introduced  by 
hybridizers,  one  becomes  aware  of  the  enormous  progress  that  has  been 
made.  Louisiana  irises  today  show  greater  individuality,  good  fiower 
substance,  better  branching  and  bud  placement,  new  colors,  variation  in 
flower  form,  greater  vigor,  improved  hardiness  and  an  adaptability  to  a 
wider  range  of  soil  and  climatic  conditions  than  their  native  ancestors. 

The  new  irises  are  finding  more  acceptance  both  in  the  United  States 
and  into  the  far  corners  of  the  world.  One  can  truly  say  the  sun  never  sets 
on  Louisiana  irises.  In  spite  of  the  increased  number  of  iris  cultivars 
available,  it  appears  that  still  more  variety  is  wanted  by  gardeners  and 
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Modern  Louisiana  irises  (above)  HARLAN  K.  RiLEY  and  (below)  CLARA  GOULA .... 
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being  made  possible  by  hybridizers.  Some  of  the  new  fashions  now  being 
seen  pertain  to  the  iris  flower,  such  as  the  shape  or  form,  the  color  or  color 
combinations  of  fails  and  petals,  and  the  color,  length  and  width  of  the 
style  arms.  Other  distinguishing  features  are  the  coior  of  the  crests  or 
signals,  ruffling  of  the  floral  parts,  notable  veination,  and  edgings  in 
contrasting  colors. 

In  recent  years  more  Louisiana  irises  have  appeared  with  overlapping 
florai  parts,  particularly  where  the  flowers  tend  to  be  flat.  In  manycultivars 
the  length  of  the  sepals  and  petals  are  different  or  the  degree  of 
overiapping  is  such  that  gaps  appear  through  the  flower.  Last  year, 
however,  I  noted  a  fiat  five  inch  bitone  purpiish  red  iris  that  was  so  full  and 
compact  that  one  almost  could  have  drawn  a  complete  circle  with  it. 
Aside  from  the  dollar-round  form,  the  red  sepals  or  falls  were  decorated 
with  bright  yellow  signals  extending  one  half  inch  beyond  the  tips  of  the 
deep  red  coiored  style  arms.  (Seedling  #Bit-RPu-1-77). 

The  study  of  Louisiana  iris  iiterature  and  registrations  reveals  that  very 
few  bicolored  irises  exist.  The  first  I  encountered  was  an  iris  named 
Contrast.  It  even  might  be  debated  whether  it  was  a  true  bicolor  or  not.  It 
appears  that  some  of  the  irises  described  as  bicolored  are  more  bitone 
than  bicolored.  In  any  case,  I  know  of  very  few  bicolored  Louisiana  irises 
even  now. 

Marvin  Granger's  Rebecca  Garber  is  a  bicolored  iris,  a  five  inch  flat  to 
slightly  flaring  flower  with  standards  of  creamy  white  with  a  light  blue  line 
in  the  center;  the  falls  are  a  lavender-blue  color.  In  contrast  to  the  white  of 
the  standards  and  the  lavender-blue  of  the  falls,  the  style  arms  are 
chartreuse.  The  flowers  are  borne  on  strong  35  inch  stems  and  bloom 
midseason. 

Joe  Mertzweiller  produced  another  bicolored  iris  which  he  has  named 
Colorific.  The  flower  is  very  full,  rather  flat,  with  standards  near  white  and 
the  falls,  a  lavender-rose  color.  Flowers  are  carried  on  sturdy  30  inch  stems 
at  four  positions  and  bloom  midseason  to  late. 

I  am  responsible  for  the  production  of  two  bicolored  irises  recently, 
registered  as  Dizzy  Lizzy  and  Easter  Tide.  Dizzy  Lizzy  is  an  unusually  colored  5y2 
inch  flaring  to  slightly  flat  iris  with  white  standards  marked  with  some 
reddish  purple  veining  in  the  center  and  broad  rounded  maroon  falls 
decorated  with  large  irregular  shaped  yellow  signals.  The  style  arms  are  a 
creamy  white  which  blend  with  the  standards  and  provide  real  contrast 
to  the  maroon  color  of  the  falls.  Flowers  are  borne  on  strong  30"  stems  at 
five  positions,  with  doubie  buds  at  each  position.  It  blooms  midseason  to 
late. 

Easter  Tide  is  a  ruffled  6"  flaring  to  flat  formed  iris  with  a  color 
combination  of  lavender  blue  standards  and  light  yellow  falls  which  are 
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marked  with  deep  orange-yellow  irregular  signals.  The  style  arms  are  a 
lavender  pink  and  broad  with  fancy  tips.  Flowers  are  produced  at  four 
bud  positions  on  sturdy  30"  stems  about  midseason. 

Another  feature  which  is  adding  to  the  individuality  of  Louisiana  irises  is 
the  devopement  of  contrasting  margins  or  edgings  on  the  iris  flowers. 
Examples  of  this  characteristic  are  exhibited  in  Mertzwei I ler's  Counterpoise 
and  a  yet  unnamed  seedling,  and  in  my  Charlie's  Ginny  and  Charjoy's 
Mike.  Counterpoise  is  a  cadmium  orange-mauve  bicolor,  A  real  color 
break,  the  five  inch  flat  flower  has  overlapping  standards  and  falls;  the 
falls  show  a  pronounced  yellow  picotte  edging.  Charlie's  Ginny  is  a  bright 
bitone  rose  with  distinctive  yellow  styles.  The  standards  and  falls  have 
narrow  yellow  margins  with  serrated  edges  that  create  a  slight  ruffling 
effect. 

Charjoy's  Mike  is  an  unusual  574"  flaring  to  flat  purple  iris.  Both  the 
standards  and  the  falls  have  a  fine  silver  edging  or  halo.  The  style  arms  are 
rather  short  and  broad  with  a  pinkish  cream  color,  which  provides  a 
nice  contrast  to  the  reddish  purple  color  of  the  standards  and  falls. 

Have  you  seen  any  of  the  Louisiana  irises  with  heavy  veination  in 
contrasting  colors?  While  there  may  be  disagreement  as  to  whether 
veination  adds  beauty  to  the  flower,  it  does  add  individuality  by 
making  them  more  interesting.  An  example  is  W.B.  MacMillan's  Harlem 
K.  Riley,  a  tall  stately  flaring  yellow.  Both  the  standards  and  falls  are 
heavily  marked  with  reddish  purple  veins,  creating  an  almost  brown 
cast  to  the  flower.  This  coloration,  along  with  the  greenish  style  arms,  is 
most  attractive.  Amy's  Yellow  Web  has  similar  veination  and  color  but 
has  a  flower  form  that  is  flat  to  slightly  drooping  and  borne  on  strong 
stems.  CHARJOY'S  Mary  has  an  unusual  fashion.  The  flower  is  6V4"  in 
diameter,  flat  to  slightly  flaring  with  standards  and  falls  a  cream  white 
with  heavy  lavender  veining.  This  lavender  veining  blends  nicely  with 
the  lavender  pink  style  arms.  Each  fall  is  further  decorated  with  a  large 
triangular  yellow  signal  patch.  Flowers,  borne  on  strong  36  inch  stems, 
bloom  about  midseason. 

You  must  see  to  believe  the  beautiful  ruffles  of  the  iris  Clara  Goula. 
Never  have  I  seen  a  more  beautifully  decorated  Louisiana  iris.  Aside 
from  the  ruffles  on  standards  and  falls,  consider  the  outstanding  flaring 
form,  the  near  white  color  and  five  double  bud  positions  on  a  sturdy3y2' 
stem.  Add  to  this,  the  bright  yellow  signals  on  each  fall,  and  you  have 
something  really  worthwhile. 

These  new  fashions  in  Louisiana  irises  are  by  no  means  the  limit  for 
hybridizers.  They  represent  great  changes  from  the  early  collected 
species,  but  may  be  only  a  beginning  for  even  greater  progress  in  the 
future.  The  growing  interest  in  Louisianas  has  challenged  new  hybri¬ 
dizers  to  compete  in  producing  new,  improved  cultivars.  Look  to  the 
future  for  many  more  new  fashions  in  Louisiana  irises. 
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Exemplifying  patterns  described  are  the  bitone  (above)  Bit-R-1-68  byArnyand 
his  79  bicolor  below.  DIZZY  LIZZY. 
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Editor’s  Notebook 

Many  thanks  to  all  the  nice  folks  who  have  written  and  called  to  say 
that  they  liked  the  BULLETIN.  The  only  real  problem  seems  to  be  that 
our  advanced  deadlines  for  copy  and  advertising  have  caused  some 
consternation,  Why  are  we  acting  like  tigers  about  deadlines?  A 
newspaper  is  published  in  a  few  hours,  why  can't  the  BULLETIN  come 
out  more  quickly? 

In  answer  to  the  first  question,  the  BULLETIN  staff  wants  to  send  the 
magazine  to  members  on  schedule;  many  AIS  members  get  nothing 
else  for  their  membership,  and  we  are  aware  of  our  responsibility.  The 
second  question  is  more  complicated! 

Without  devoting  endless  pages  to  a  technical  explanation  (boring 
stuff)  and  without  considing  the  printing  process  itself,  let's  look  at  the 
schedule  from  the  editorial  point  of  view, 

Step  one  in  creating  your  BULLETIN  is  the  collection  of  material  — 
the  written  words  from  all  sources  for  articles  and  ads.  This  must  then  be 
edited.  While  Kay  Nelson  handles  ads,  the  Editor-in-Chief  wrestles  with 
information  that  must  be  edited,  corrected,  changed,  rewritten  and/or 
retyped.  Even  the  most  erudite  journalism  must  be  adjusted  to  fit  the 
BULLETIN  in  some  way,  and  we  welcome  contributions  from  all 
interested  irisarians. 

Editing  copy  is  time  consuming  For  a  96-page  publication,  this 
usually  means  about  140  pages  typed,  minus  space  for  ads,  artwork 
and  photos.  Many  technical  details  enter  in,  with  continual  checking  of 
R  &  I  books,  referring  to  experts  and  checking  a  million  minor  details 
from  missing  zip  codes  to  spelling  scientific  terms.  And,  .  .there  will  still 
be  mistakes,  .  .during  the  process,  every  BULLETIN  word  is  checked 
eight  times  by  the  staff  and  more  by  the  printer  at  various  stages. 

Plus  the  technical  nitty  gritties,  .  .we  decide  the  typefaces  and  space 
leading  for  every  line,  the  size  and  style  of  every  headline  and  more.  All 
these  instructions  go  to  the  printer. 

The  printer  (depending  on  his  location,  attitude,  schedule  and  the 
U.S.  Mail)  takes  from  one  to  several  weeks  to  return  printed  proofs.  These 
are  then  read  and  reread  extensively  for  our  mistakes  and  his.  Some 
printers  then  send  corrected  sheets  of  proofs;  others  send  two  copies  of 
the  original  so  that  corrections  are  indicated  on  one  and  the  other  used 
for  the  dummy. 

We  hasten  to  explain  that  the  dummy  is  the  page  by  page  layout  of 
printed  material  and  not  a  member  of  the  staff!  Preparing  this  dummy 
means  more  adjustments,  designing  photo  placement,  "wraps"  a- 
round  pictures  and  more— a  cut  and  paste  process  that  decides 
where  everything  goes,  Also  at  this  point,  we  create  the  table  of 
contents,  number  pages  and  check  other  details, 

Back  to  the  printer  ,,,and  we  await  a  proof  of  each  page,  with  is 
corrections  in  place.  Read  and  reread  time  again!  Throughout  the 
process,  maximum  efficiency  and  economy  come  from  delivering 
organized  and  complete  material  to  the  printer. 
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Then  the  Editor-in-Chief,  Advertising  Editor,  AIS  President  and  Secret¬ 
ary  receive  the  first  BULLETINS  off  the  press— and  get  the  first  look  at 
the  inevitable  mistakes  that  have  crept  through.  The  rest  of  the  5,500 
copies  a\A/ait  computer  labels  and  the  schedule  of  the  mailer,  with 
attendant  complications  from  postal  regulations.  Once  in  the  mail,  the 
TLC  of  involved  post  offices  determines  whether  a  member's  BULLETIN, 
as  second  class  mail,  arrives  in  a  few  days. .  .or  a  few  weeks. 

And  we  haven't  mentioned  the  process  that  leads  to  color  advertise¬ 
ments,  and  the  reason  that  these  may  need  to  be  arranged  up  to  six 
months  in  advance.  Thaf  s  another  story.  It  is  a  complicated  procedure 
to  produce  a  timely  BULLETIN.  We  strive  to  overcome  obstacles  and 
produce  an  interesting  and  attractive  publication  as  efficiently  and 
economically  as  possible,  in  close  cooperation  with  the  printer. 

Wil  I  we  be  tigers  when  one  writer  or  advertiser  delays  this  process?  You 
bet  your  sweet  9  point  Helios  typeface!  And  when  an  issue  is  delayed  or 
contains  a  glaring  problem,  readers  can  be  assured  that  the  staff  is  ten 
times  as  exasperated  as  they.  Murphy's  Law  for  the  BULLETIN  must  be 
”Not  only  will  the  unanticipated  problem  arise  at  the  unexpected 
moment,  but  it  will  be  awfully  hard  to  explain!" 


THE  NAME  GAME 

Where  but  in  the  Melrose  catalog  does  one  read  "an  assemblage  of  very 
round  petals  festooned  with  furbelows  of  intricate  lace"  or  "stressing  the 
emotional  contrasts  and  giving  meaning  to  the  innuendos,"  as  Ben 
Hager  annually  proves  his  creative  wordsmithing  talents  while  garnering 
a  collection  of  hybridizing  prizes? 

And  Ben  said,  "Well,  we  have  to  name  about  20  a  year.  If  we  don't  have 
20  of  our  own,  we  usually  have  to  name  some  for  somebody  we're 
introducing  for.  I  think  I  had  over  30  this  year." 

He  admits  that  some  irises  are  hard  to  fit  an  ideal  name  to,  but 
adds,  "You  know,  it  really  isn't  that  hard  to  find  names  for  them. . 

He  has  introduced  varieties  bearing  the  names  of  people  such  as 
Beverly  Sills,  mythological  terms  such  as  Naiad,  as  well  as  the  aptly 
labelled  Dark  Ritual  Graphic  Arts  and  Space  Odyssey.  "Many  irises  name 
themselves,"  he  states. 

If  a  flower  poses  a  problem,  Ben  turns  to  his  list  or  reaches  for  the  book 
shelf.  "I  went  through  the  dictionary  once,  I  started  through  it  again.  I 
haven't  gotten  through  it  the  second  time." 

The  Melrose  catalog  carries  the  details  of  most  names.  When  the 
Hans  and  Jacob  Sass  Medal  winner  Swizzle  was  introduced,  Ben 
published  the  recipe  for  the  cocktail.  Describing  the  full  story,  however, 
Ben  begins,  "I  was  yYorking  on  a  banana  boat  and  the  captain  had 
members  of  the  crew  in  for  Swizzles  several  times  a  week.  That's  where  I 
ran  into  the  drink  and. . ." 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


TWO  MORE  AFFILIATES  have  been  added  to  the  recent  list  of  those 
approved.  They  are  THE  IRIS  SOCIETY  OF  MINNESOTA  (Region  8), 
President  Joan  Cooper,  10821  Normandale  Rd.,  Minneapolis,  MN  and 
BIRMINGHAM  IRIS  SOCIETY(Region  24)  President  Mrs.  Roy  Lockhart,  P.O. 
Box  20051,  Birmingham,  AL  35216. 


1978  JUDGES  CHOICE- CALIFORNICAE 
When  the  Californicae  section  was  inadvertantly  omitted  from  the 
1978  Judges  Choice  Ballot  Judges  were  invited  to  send  in  their  votes 
separately.  Although  a  limited  number  of  votes  were  received,  the 
results  that  follow  were  clearly  defined.  All  winners  but  one  were 
created  and  introduced  by  Joseph  J.  Ohio  of  Bay  View  Gardens, 
Santa  Cruz,  CA.  Our  congratulations! 

First— Councilman  (J.  Ohio  '76) 

Second— SoQUEL  Cove  (J.  Ohio '76) 

Third— Mayor  (J.  Ohio '76) 

Runnersup— Pique(T.  Abell  '76)  and  Santa Rita(J.  Ohio '76)— Tied  Restless 
Native  (J.  Ohio  '76) 


IRIS  SLIDES  may  be  rented  from  the  AIS  slides  collection  for  program 
use.  See  the  complete  list  in  the  Spring  1979  BULLETIN,  page  38,  and 
place  an  order  with  the  Slide  Committee  Chairman. 

BDLLET/NDEADLINESforbothadvertisementsand  editorial  copy  are 
asfollows— for  the  January  issue,  October  15;  for  the  April  issue,  January 
15;  for  the  July  issue,  April  15;  for  the  October  issue,  July  15.  Please  plan 
ahead  and  help  us  to  produce  a  timely  publication  for  the  membership 
With  advance  notice,  space  may  be  saved  for  special  material. 
Articles,  letters  and  good  black  and  white  photographs  will  be 
gratefully  received  by  the  Editor  or  Department  Editors;  we  reserve  the 
right  to  edit  material.  Advertising  material  should  be  sent  to  the 
Advertising  Editor,  and  color  ads  reauire  additional  time  to  process. 

AND  PLEASE  REMEMBER,  the  Editor  would  like  to  hear  which  of  the 
recent  typestyies— a  different  type  was  used  in  each  of  the  Spring, 
Summer,  and  October  issues— you  prefer  and  find  most  readable.  We 
hope  to  settle  on  one  that  is  crisp  and  easily  read,  while  compact 
enough  to  permit  maximum  content.  Let  us  hear  from  you. 

AIS  CONVENTIONS  to  look  forward  to  attending  include  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma  April  29  to  May  3, 1 980  and  St.  Louis  in  1 981 .  Don't  miss  them 
for  maximum  irising  pleasure. 
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MISCELLANY 


THE  LAST  BULLETIN,  page  1,  was  labelled  Vol.  LX  No.  2  and  should  have 
been  Vol.  LX  No.  3.  This  goes  to  show  that  editors  don't  count. 

ROBBY  BROWNE  of  Memphis  sent  us  some  articles  and  an  iris  newsletter 
editorial  about  the  city's  problems(not  unique)  with  littering  and  other 
problems  in  Audobon  Park  there.  He  reported  that  some  of  the  area 
young  people  got  together  and  cleaned  up  debris  in  the  park.  The 
verdict  from  politicians  on  the  park's  future  was  not  in  as  of  this  printing, 
but  it  seems  that  the  public  gardens  will  be  safe,  and  the  youth  interest 
in  supporting  the  park  was  most  encouraging. 

LOOKING  FOR  AIS  MEMBERS?  Don't  forget  that  their  names  and 
addresses  are  all  in  the  new  membership  book,  available  for  only  $2.50 
from  the  AIS  Librarian  (see  listing,  this  issue).  This  recently  released 
publication  may  prove  to  be  one  of  the  handiest  booklets  you  own. 

DAVID  COOX  son  of  the  late  AIS  President  Franklin  CooX  is  looking  for 
rhizomes  and  photos  of  iris  varieties  originated  by  his  father.  See  page 
32,  Summer  1979  BULLETIN  for  details.  The  varieties  still  needed,  as  of 
this  printing  are  Azure  Haze,  Chelsea,  Deep  Sea  Dianeva  High  Noon,  Misty  Blue. 
Monte  Carlo,  Palomino  (name  used  by  F.  C. unapproved,  request  here  is 
not  for  the  Hall  1952  introduction).  Pinafore  Lass,  Southwestern  and  Sunrise. 
Contact  David  CooX  1233  Olive  Drive,  Davis,  CA  95616. 

IN  THE  ARTICLE  MENTIONED  above,  we  printed  a  comment  about 
"Judge  Guy  Rogers  of  Wichita  Falls,  Kansas."  We  hasten  to  amend  this; 
Judge  Rogers  was  a  Texan! 

ANOTHER  CORRECTION  goes  back  to  last  year's  High  Commendation 
list.  Judges  sent  in  votes  for  both  M257-15  and  Ml  57-1 5,  supposedly  two 
separate  SDB  seedlings  from  Bennett  Jones.  The  first  received  1 5  votes, 
the  latter,  25.  The  two  seedlings  are  one  and  the  same,  apparently 
mislabelled  in  one  garden.  In  reality,  the  seedling  that  became  Rain 
Dance  received  a  total  of  40  votes  in  1978. 

AIS  BYLAWS  are  printed  and  available.  If  you  would  like  a  copy,  send  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  #10  long  envelope  to  the  AIS  Secretary. 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  are  the  new  self-adhesive  AIS  Official  Seals  in  color. 
See  the  Library  List  or  Exhibition  Supplies  list  to  order  them. 

A  CORRECTION  on  an  advertisement  in  the  Spring  1 979  issue:  on  Jordon 
and  Bernice  Miller's  ad.  Garden  of  the  Enchanted  Rainbow,  page  71, 
the  price  was  omitted  for  Uriah  Thr  Hihite.  It  is  $  1 5  and  may  be  order  from 
them  at  Rt.  1,  Box  10,  Broadview,  New  Mexico  88112. 
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GLEANING 


Philip  Edinger 

Planting  Bearded  Irises 

Iris  Society  of  Minnesota  “News  and  Views,”  June  1977 
Glenn  Hanson:  Before  your  plants  arrive,  give  some  attention  to  the  soil 
where  they  will  be  planted.  When  we  plan  on  opening  up  a  new  iris 
area,  we  like  to  prepare  it  in  advance.  A  liberal  dose  of  compost  is 
always  in  order.  Then  we  like  to  put  in  some  commercial  fertilizer,  light 
on  nitrogen  and  heavyon  the  last  two  numbers- something  Iike5-10-10. 
All  of  this  gets  thoroughly  rototilled,  and  then,  after  a  few  days,  it  is 
ready  for  planting. 

You  may  obtain  excellent  plants  from  growers  here  in  the  midwest,  or 
you  may  wish  to  order  them  from  the  big-name  growers,  mostly  on  the 
west  coast,  When  you  receive  huge,  fat  rhizomes,  they  have  probably 
been  grown  with  irrigation,  I  suggest  that  you  lay  them  out  for  a  couple  of 
days  and  let  them  dry  out.  Then  before  you  plant,  mix  a  solution  of  one 
part  of  a  chlorine  laundry  bleach  in  three  parts  of  water  and  dunk  them 
thoroughly.  I  suggest  this  because  many  of  the  large  nurseries  have 
discontinued  the  old  practice  of  washing  before  shipping. 

Newly  planted  irises  can  be  lost  in  the  first  few  weeks,  either  from  too 
little  or  too  much  watering.  When  they  are  first  planted  they  should  be 
watered  in  to  be  sure  the  earth  has  settled  around  the  roots.  Then  avoid 
watering  until  new  top  growth  has  appeared.  If  there  is  no  evidence  of 
life,  you  will  just  be  saturating  the  death  bed  of  a  rotting  rhizome ....  Your 
plants  should  be  set  with  the  rhizome  just  under  the  surface,  and  the 
feeder  roots  well  spread  out  below.  Planting  too  deeply  and  in  shade 
are  probably  the  two  worst  culprits  in  preventing  iris  bloom. 


Summer  and  Fall  Care 

Iris  Society  of  Minnesota  “News  and  Views,”  September  1977 
Glenn  Hanson:  Another  spring  and  summer  have  come  and  gone,  and 
fall  is  with  us  again.  And  . . .  the  tiny  embryonic  buds  that  will  grow  into 
next  year's  bloom  stalks  have  already  formed  in  the  rhizomes.  If  the 
rhizome  is  strong  and  of  blooming  size,  and  if  the  plant  is  spared  such 
hazards  as  rot  and  borers  next  spring,  you  will  have  bloom.  But  in  this,  as  in 
otherwonders  of  nature,  the  plants  have  a  built-in  computer  system,  If  the 
rhizome  was  too  small  or  too  weak  to  fulfill  its  mission,  the  buds  will  not 
have  formed.  If  it  was  borderline,  it  may  start  to  put  out  a  half-hearted 
stalk  and  then  either  blast  or  give  you  a  very  short  stalk. 
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Under  normal  conditions,  with  good  sized,  healthy  rhizomes,  we 
expect  from  75%  to  80%  first  year  bloom.  It  may  not  be  typical  of  the 
ultimate  height  and  flower  size,  but  it  will  be  there.  From  then  on,  the 
results  are  up  to  you.  The  mother  rhizome  will  have  done  its  job,  and 
nowthe  little  increases  at  the  heel  or  sides  will  have  to  be  nurtured  up  to 
blooming  size  during  the  growing  season  in  order  to  produce  bloom 
the  following  season.  This  is  why  good  summer  care  is  important,  and 
also  why  sometimes  the  plant  will  bloom  nicely  the  first  year  and  then 
skip  the  second. 

This  brings  up  an  important  aspect  of  care  right  now,  when  you  may 
think  this  year's  growth  is  at  an  end,  Do  not  -  repeat,  DO  NOT  -  be  in  a 
hurry  to  cut  back  the  leaves,  They  are  still  manufacturing  food  to  be 
stored  in  the  rhizome  that  can  be  used  to  enhance  next  year's  flowers. 
Even  after  the  first  light  freezes,  don't  start  cutting. 

An  iris  plant  can  withstand  freezing  that  brings  it  to  a  temporary  standstill, 
and  then  wake  up  and  start  doing  its  thing  when  the  weather  warms  up 
again.  Remember,  the  soil  under  the  surface  is  still  warm,  so  let  the  roots 
grow  and  the  leaves  flouish  as  long  as  possible.  Of  course,  there  are  still  a 
few  uneducated  souls  who  insist  on  cutting  back  the  leaves  right  after 
bloom,  but  this  is  sheer  heresy.  Except  for  removal  of  dead  outside  leaves 
and  possibly  some  light  trimming  of  browned  tips,  even/  leaf  is  worth 
preserving  as  long  as  possible. 

Affer  a  long  summer's  gardening  work,  and  in  contemplation  of  all  the 
fallwork  to  come,  you  may  be  tempted  to  loaf  a  little  ....  But  there  is 
another  very  important  subject  to  interfere  with  your  rest ....  and  that  is 
the  matter  of  garden  sanitation.  Those  borers  that  made  your  life 
miserable  have  gone  through  the  pupa  stage  and  have  emerged  as 
moths.  Most  of  them  have  already  found  a  likely  spot  to  deposit  theireggs 
in  preparation  for  another  round  of  trouble.  Some  of  them  are  on  the  iris 
leaves,  but  probably  even  more  are  on  surrounding  weeds  or  other  likely 
hiding  places.  Pull  up  those  weeds  and  get  them  out  ofthe  garden.  Keep 
your  plantings  cleanly  cultivated  right  up  to  the  final  freeze-up.  But 
remember,  cultivate  shallowly.  You  don't  want  to  cut  off  those  roots  that 
your  plants  worked  so  hard  to  produce. 

Winter  Protection 

Iris  Society  of  Minnesota  “News  and  NTiews,”  October  1977 
Glenn  Hanson  .  .  .  The  facts  and  opinions  I  am  about  to  express  are 
written  for  Minnesota.  They  may  or  may  not  be  valid  elsewhere. 

Obviously  the  first  question  is  whether  it  is  essential  to  use  a  winter 
covering  at  all.  My  answer  is  a  resounding  YES!  Oh  of  course  there  are 
growers  who  assert  that,  "I  never  cover  and  I  never  have  any  losses."  That 
"never"  immediately  calls  the  veracity  of  this  statement  into  question, 
since  even  the  most  careful  and  experienced  of  us  expect  and  sustain 
SOME  winter  losses. . .  .We  know  that  we  can  never  be  absolutely  safe,  but 
we  also  know  that  we  can  minimize  our  losses  by  a  prudent  covering  job. 
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We  even  come  to  realize  that  certain  thin  blooded  varieties  will  never 
accept  our  climate,  failing  to  perform  well  even  if  they  do  squeak 
through  with  their  lives. 

Assuming  that  I  have  made  a  case  for  covering,  the  next  logical 
question  is  -  with  what?  The  ideal  material  would  be  porous,  resistant  to 
sogginess  and  packing,  free  of  the  host  of  seeds  that  will  make  a  weed 
bed  out  of  your  plantings  in  the  spring,  and  (hopefully)  relatively 
inexpensive.  The  old  standby,  marsh  hay,  is  ideal,  but  sometimes  hard  to 
come  by.  The  straw  from  threshed  grain  will  probably  contain  enough 
seeds  to  turn  your  garden  into  a  verdant  green  meadow  the  next  spring. 
Excelsior  is  sometimes  suggested  and  would  be  fine,  but  who  has  that 
much  excelsior  available?  Hardwood  leaves  such  as  oak  are  excellent, 
but  soft  textured  leaves  are  likely  to  pack  down  and  hold  excessive  water. 
You  may  have  to  make  concessions  based  on  availability,  but  whatever 
you  use,  apply  it  deeply  enough  to  allow  for  some  packing  under  the 
weight  of  snow  and  water. 

A  point  of  much  controversy  is  whether  to  cut  back  the  leaves  before 
covering.  Admittedly  the  old  leaves  may  afford  some  additional  protec¬ 
tion.  However,  we  DO  cut  back  the  fans  to  about  six  inches,  and  we  have 
three  valid  reasons  for  doing  so.  (1 )  There  is  more  time  for  the  job  now  than 
in  the  spring  when  everything  is  demanding  attention  at  once.  (2) 
Getting  the  leaves  out  of  the  gardens  will  also  get  rid  of  a  lot  of  potential 
insect  eggs  and  fungus  spores.  (3)  The  short  remaining  stubs  will  provide 
admirable  anchorage  for  the  covering  material  when  it  is  applied. 
Apropos  of  (2)  above,  be  sure  also  to  get  rid  of  all  weeds,  dead  annuals 
and  perennial  stalks,  and  other  debris.  To  leave  a  messy  garden  under 
your  covering  in  the  fall  is  to  invite  troubles  in  the  spring. 

What  about  other  preliminaries  to  covering?  Some  growers  like  to  hill 
up  the  plants  slightly  with  soil,  both  to  make  sure  the  rhizomes  are 
covered  and  to  drain  any  water  away  from  the  plants.  We  also  like  to  put 
on  a  final  spray  of  a  fungicide.  The  mulch  is  bound  to  pack  down 
somewhat  by  spring,  holding  the  melted  water  around  the  plants  and 
inviting  rot,  botrytis,  ect,  We  like  Terraclor  for  this  purpose,  applied 
heavily  enough  to  wet  the  soil  as  well  as  the  plants,  but  there  are 
undoubtedly  other  effective  products  that  you  may  prefer. 


Fertilizer  Caution 


Southern  California  iris  Society  “iris  Notes,”  Spring  1978 

Vernon  Stoutemyer:  Phosphorus  is  a  key  element  in  growing  any  kind  of 
herbaceous  plant,  and  irisarians  are  accustomed  to  phosphorus 
fertilizers  usually  superphosphate  or  bone  meal.  Woody  plants  have 
much  lower  phosphorus  requirements  than  do  herbaceous  plants .... 

In  view  of  the  wide  use  of  superphosphate,  we  wish  to  give  a  word  of 
caution.  Since  the  long  continued  use  of  high  phosphorus  fertilizers 
sometimes  leads  to  serious  imbalances  in  the  soil,  producing  iron 
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deficiency  chlorosis  and/or  zinc  deficiency  symptoms.  Some  iris  growers 
believe  that  the  condition  called  “pineappling"  is  due  to  a  zinc 
deficiency,  Unfortunately,  careful  studies  have  yet  to  be  made  on  the 
subject.  An  excess  of  phosphorus  may  be  one  of  the  factors  contributing 
to  poor  performance  on  long  used  garden  soils.  Many  country  clubs  have 
had  troubles  with  excess  phosphorus  on  bentgrass  golf  putting  greens 
when  high  amounts  of  complete  fertilizers  have  been  used  over  the 
years. 

Bone  meal  is  available  for  plants  to  use  slowly  and  is  less  apt  to  bring 
on  symptoms  of  excess  phosphorus.  It  has  been  expensive  in  recent 
years,  but  the  cost  of  fertilizers  is  rarely  important  in  small  gardens. 
Some  of  the  best  iris  growers  insist  that  bone  meal  gives  results  which 
are  impossible  to  equal  with  superphosphate.  Certainly  bone  meal  is 
safer  than  superphosphates  as  far  as  excesses  are  concerned. 

Ordinary  superphosphate  1 6  to  20  per  cent  P2  O5.  Double  and  treble 
superphosphates  are  obtainable  which  contain  up  to  50  per  cent 
phosphor- pentoxide  (P2  Os).  With  ordinary  superphosphates,  there 
would  not  be  much  point  in  applying  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty 
pounds  per  thousand  square  feet.  However,  soils  are  sometimes 
encountered  which  have  the  capacity  to  "fix"  or  tie  up  large  amounts 
of  phosphorus  in  the  soil  in  forms  unavailable  to  plants.  These  soils  need 
extra  phosphorus  and  can  be  identified  by  persistent  phosphorus 
deficiency  symptoms  in  plants. 

If,  through  carelessness,  excess  phosphorus  accumulates  in  a  garden 
area,  switch  immediately  to  fertilizers  without  any  phosphorus  content 
and  the  condition  will  gradually  correct  itself.  Metal  chelates  will  correct 
plant  symptoms  and  are  now  available  at  many  nurseries.  The  applica¬ 
tion  of  lime,  if  the  soil  is  not  too  alkaline,  will  tie  up  some  of  the  excess 
phosphorus  in  the  soil.  Large  amounts  of  bulky  soil  amendments  such  as 
bark  or  sawdust  will  decrease  the  concentration  of  phosphorus.  However, 
the  best  advice  is  to  be  moderate  in  superphosphate  application  and 
thus  not  get  into  a  condition  of  excess  phosphorus. 


Insecticide  Caution 


Southern  California  Iris  Society  “Iris  Notes,”  Summer  1978  Clothes 

worn  during  application  of  insecticides  . . .  require  special  laundry 
procedures.  Recent  research  points  the  way  to  laundering  clothes 
exposed  to  pesticides  like  EPN,  guthion,  malathion,  and  methylparathion. 
Wash  the  work  ciothes  in  a  heavy-duty  detergent.  Then  dry  them  in  your 
clothes  dryer.  While  you  are  drying  the  clothes,  clean  the  washer  by 
running  it  through  a  wash  cycle  with  detergent,  but  without  any 
clothes  in  it.  When  the  clothes  are  dry,  wash  them  again  with  heavy- 
duty  detergent  and  dry  a  second  time.  Be  careful  to  safely  isolate  and 
store  contaminated  clothing  until  it  goes  through  the  double  laun¬ 
dering  . 
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Control  of  Perennial  Woods 


Region  22  News,  Spring  1979 

Ron  Mullin:  In  1976  began  the  giant  task  of  preparing  beds  for  the 
1980  convention  at  the  home  of  Doris  and  Frank  Maltsberger ....  The 
ground  was  hard  and  covered  with  solid  Bermuda  (grass).  A  bed  about 
six  feet  wide  and  150-160  feet  long,  a  circle  sixteen  feet  in  diameter, 
and  the  oval  sixteen  feet  by  forty-eight  were  dug  by  hand.  That  means 
they  were  dug  with  a  spade  and  the  Bermuda  was  taken  out  by  hand. 
Time  consuming  is  hardly  adequate  to  describe  this  task  .... 

Realizing  that  this  pace  would  not  allow  completion  before  1980,  I 
then  turned  to  Roundup.*  This  is  a  relatively  new  herbicide  that  has 
been  used  by  all  the  gardeners  for  1980,  as  each  is  using  virgin  soil  for 
the  plantings,  and  that  meant  getting  rid  of  grass.  By  the  next  morning 
(after  spraying)  the  grass  had  an  oily,  dark  look.  It  stayed  this  way  a 
couple  of  days  and  then  began  dying  back.  Soon,  the  entire  area  was 
yellow.  We  sprayed  areas  again  where  any  green  remained,  and  in  all 
the  spots  we  sprayed  no  Bermuda  has  returned.  After  the  grass  died,  it 
was  a  simple  matter  to  till  the  soil,  and  the  beds  were  ready.  Roundup 
kills  only  growing  plants  and  does  not  kill  the  soil  or  seeds  in  it.  Some 
Johnson  grass  got  a  start  in  Dorothy  Howard's  garden,  and  was  about 
to  invade  my  Marlow  garden  from  the  roadside.  I  sprayed  both  places 
with  Roundup  and  achieved  remarkable  success.  At  Marlow  all  the 
grass  died  immediately.  In  Dorothy's  garden  the  grass  just  kept 
hanging  on  although  it  did  look  sick.  One  day  I  gave  a  tall  stalk  a  tug 
and  it  came  up  easily.  The  other  grass  did  too,  because  the  root  system 
had  been  destroyed  -  end  of  Johnson  grass. 

Roundup  is  a  liquid  and  is  mixed  with  water  and  sprayed.  Virginia 
Mathews  lists  the  "dosage"  at  4  tablespoons  per  gallon  for  annuals 
and  6  for  perennials.  I  don't  believe  I  used  quite  that  much.  This  mixture 
is  sprayed  to  cover  but  not  run  off  the  plants.  The  area  should  be  left 
untilled  for  at  least  seven  days.  We  found  that  the  warmer  the 
temperature,  the  quicker  qnd  more  complete  the  kill.  If  it  should  rain, 
the  Roundup  will  still  work  if  it  has  been  on  long  enough  to  have 
penetrated  the  plant  surface.  When  tilling,  it  is  all  right  to  leave  the  old 
plants  in  the  soil.  If  they  are  killed,  they  will  not  be  back,  and  the 
Roundup  sprayed  on  them  does  not  remain  to  harm  other  plants. 

The  primary  drawback  to  Roundup  is  its  cost.  It  comes  in  gallon  size 
only,  and  ranges  in  price  from  $56  to  over  $70.  Our  group  bought 
gallons  and  divided  them.  I  feel  it  is  worth  the  cost  because  it  does  such 
a  good  job. 

*  Monsanto  Company,  St.  Louis  MO  63166 
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HOW  TO  COMMUNICATE  WITH 
THE  WORLD'S  IRIS  ORGANIZATIONS 


Austria:  Prof.  Franz  Kurzmann,  Friedrichstrasse  51 A  A2500,  Badea  Austria 

Belgian  Iris  Society,  E.  Ponsaerts,  8.  ave.  de  TExposition  Universelle,  box  13, 

1080,  Brussels,  Belgium 

British  Iris  Society,  Secretary,  Mr.  G.  E.  Cassidy,  67  Bushwood  Road,  Kew,  Surrey 
1W9  3BG.  The  British  Iris  Society  has  four  regional  groups,  Avon,  Kent, 
Mercia  and  West  Midlands,  and  three  specialized  groups  for  Species, 
Remontants,  and  Siberian,  Spuria  and  Japanese  irises. 

Czechoslovakia:  Dr.  Milan  Blazek,  Biolog-Botanika,  Promoudny  Casu  Pru- 
honice  U  Prahy,  ZemeK  Czechoslovakia 

Danish  Iris  Society,  H.  I  ngeman  a  Petersen,  6950  Ringkobing,  Denmark 

German  Iris  Society,  Gesellschaft  der  Staudenfreunde,  Herr  Herman  Hald, 
7250  Leonberg  bei  Stuttgart,  Justinu^Kerner-Strasse  11,  Germany 

Iris  Society  of  Australia,  Robert  Raabe,  President,  FO  Box  22,  Wentworthville, 
NSW  2145,  Australia,  Australia  has  three  regional  organizations.  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  groups,  and  the  Western  Australian  Iris  Society. 

Iris  Society  of  Southern  Africa,  Hon,  Treasurer/ Secretary,  PC  Box  82,  Bedford- 
view,  Transvaal,  South  Afnca 

Israel:  Michael  Avishai,  Curator  of  Botanical  Cardens,  The  Hebrew  University, 
Jerusalem  91000 

Japan  Iris  Society,  Akira  Horinaka,  1 7  Kitamomodani,  Minami-ku,  Osaka  City, 
Japan 

Jugoslavia:  Izidor  Golob,  Sentilj  117/A  YU  62212,  Sentilj  v  SIg.,  Yugoslavia 

New  Zealand  Iris  Society,  Secretary,  Mrs.  H,  E.  Collins,  R.D.  1,  Cambridge  Rd„ 
Tauranga,  New  Zealand.  New  Zealand  has  regional  groups  in  Bay  of 
Plenty,  Christchurch,  Gisbourne,  HavAes  Bay,  Nelson  and  Otago. 

Poland:  Mr.  R.  Kutylowski,  ul  Plowce  6,  Warsawa  44,  Poland 

Russia:  Dr.  G.  I.  Rodionenko,  Botanical  Gardens,  ul,  Popova  2,  Leningrad,  p22, 
USSR 

Schweizer  Iris  und  Lilien  Freunde,  Oskar  F.  Stahel,  CH  8304  Wallisellen/Zurich, 
Guggenbuhlstrasse  24,  Postfach  89,  Switzerland 

Societa  Italiana  dell’lris,  The  Secretary,  Palazzo  Strozzi,  Florence,  Italy 

Societe  Francaise  des  Iris  et  Bulbeuses,  %  Madame  Helene  Muzzard,  6  Rue 
Villaret  de  Joyeuse,  75017,  Paris,  France 
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VARIETAL  COMMENTS 
1980  CONVENTION  GUEST  TB 
IRISES 

by  Perry  Dyer,  OK 


Dream  Romance( Burger,  78)  was  doing  well  in  several  gardens,  with  30" 
stalks  with  three  well-spaced  branches  consistently  opening  three 
flowers  at  once.  White  standards,  orchid-lavender  fails,  with  tangerine 
beards.  Very  smooth,  and  moderate  sized  flowers. 

Close  Order  Frills  (Cromwell,  '80).  Large-flowered  rosy-lavender(like  a 
muted  version  of  Cranberry  Ice),  with  light  lace  and  coral  beards. 

Copper  Mountain  (Schreiner,  '78).  Tailored  copper-brown  self,  appar¬ 
ently  sunfast.  The  best  stalks  of  its  class  and  an  excellent  increaser. 
Blooming  consistently  well  in  many  gardens. 

Progress  and  Michigan  Pride  (Berndt,  '79  and  '77)  are  siblings  that  are 
half  plic(from  Kilt  Lilt  and  Burning  Desire).  M.  P.  has  bright  golden  yellow 
standards  and  cream  base  falls  edged  in  brightest  mahogany-red 
plicata  markings.  The  flower  is  then  capped  with  bright  gold  lace. 
Progress  is  a  brown,  somewhat  more  subtle  version  of  M.  P.  Both  have 
great  stalks  and  plant  habits. 

Mirrored Sky(D.  Palmer,  '79),  a  sparkling  pale  blue,  with  the  standards 
just  a  tint  deeper.  One  of  the  cleanest,  purest  blues  seen,  and  a  large 
flower. 

Homecoming  Queen  (Sexton,  '78).  Large  coppery  rose  blend  with  stun¬ 
ning  carrot  red  beards.  Light  ruffling,  smooth  hafted,  a  good  grower, 
taller  than  others  in  its  class,  and  remarkably  sunfast. 

FoRBiDDEN(Dunn,  '80).  Smooth  grey  self  with  excellentform  and  fluting. 
Form  and  finish  was  even  better  than  in  the  California  gardens.  Grey 
irises  can  be  beautiful! 

Copper  CD\ssic(Roderick,  '79),  one  of  the  stars  of  the  pre-tour.  This  is  the 
one  nicknamed  "TOASTED  MELON"  by  the  Californians  as  seen  in  the 
San  Jose  tour  gardens.  Copper  self  with  pink  undertones  adding  more 
"spice"  to  the  color.  It  has  average  growth  habits,  branching  and  bud 
count.  Completely  sunfast  in  our  full  sun.  A  people-pleasing  coior,  and 
has  the  best  form  of  its  class, 

St  Louis  BLUEs(Schreiner,  '79).  Something  new  to  the  blue  class,  Heavily 
ruffled  rich  blue,  completely  self  except  for  a  contrasty  white  blot 
around  the  white  beard.  Strong  stalks  support  the  huge  flowers. 

Storm  Center  (Schreiner,  '79).  Deep  blue-violet  "approaching  black" 
with  the  most  intense  sheen.  A  fine  improvement  in  an  established  line, 
specifically  in  excellent  growth  habits  and  great  branching  (three 
branches  plus  spur). 
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Bright  Reflection  (O.  Brown,  '79).  Color  and  form  similar  to  her  earlier 
introduction.  Peach  Float,  but  definite  improvements  are  found  in  plant 
habits,  branching  and  bud  count.  A  rich  peach  with  pink  undertones. 

Dawn  Light  (O.  Brown,  '78).  Palest  lavender  (near  white)  with  huge 
stunning  coral  beards.  Stalks  have  three  branches  plus  spur—  a  show  iris 
for  sure. 

RiNGo(Shoop,  '79),  A  smoother,  taller  (40"),  broader  version  of  Latin 
Lover  Lightly  laced  and  ruffled  flowers  are  carried  on  three  branches 
plus  spur.  Pink  standards.  Wine  falls  with  a  wide  band  of  pink.  One  of  the 
most  unique,  colorful  new  things  available. 

Sapphire Tiara( Mu hlestein,  '77).  Sparkling  sapphire  blue  self  with  slightly 
deeper  beards.  Leathery  substanced,  fluted  flowers  on  show  stalks. 

Gold  Galore  (Schreiner,  '78).  One  of  the  best  varieties.  Many  in  this 
bright  gold  color  class  claim  colorfastness,  but  this  is  perhaps  the  first  to 
be  consistently  sunfast,  Great  form,  with  horizontal  falls,  the  best 
substance,  adequate  bud  count,  and  a  fine  grower. 

Ballet  RuFFLEs(Rudolph,  '78).  Large  deep  pink  self  with  heavy  lace  and 
horizontal  falls.  Rather  short  but  nicely  spaced  branching. 

Story  BooK(Corlew,  '80).  Very  popular  large  clean  deep  pink  with  no 
white  in  the  falls.  Extremely  vigorous  and  three  well-spaced  branches. 
One  of  the  stars! 

G55-2  (Gatty).  In  our  opinion,  the  best  of  many  fine  Gatty  pinks 
viewed.  Pale  salmon-pink  with  slightly  lighter  falls.  Has  the  best  form  of 
the  series,  with  the  flowers  supported  on  an  elegant  S-curved  stalk. 

Morocco  (Keppel,  '80).  Although  short  this  year,  shows  promise  of 
being  the  best  Keppel  plic  yet,  and  that  is  a  mouthful.  Chocolate- 
brown  on  cream,  with  slightly  larger  flowers  than  usual. 

9-5A  (Gibson).  Solid  burgunday  plic,  a  little  high  branhed  on  a  first 
year  plant,  but  well  formed,  showy,  and  a  good  increaser. 

83-4A  (Gibson).  An  apricot-orange  based  plicata  sanded  and 
banded  in  raspberry.  Has  3  well-spaced  branches.  The  improvements  are 
obviously  coming  quickly! 

Loudoun  Royal  (Crossman,  '80).  Seen  under  number  as  73-77,  a  large 
royal  violet  self,  slightly  lighter  at  the  haft.  An  interesting  ancestry, 
coming  from  Dream  Time  X  Royal  Touch. 

J77-20-1  (McWhirter).  Strong  plant  habits  and  3  branches  are  the 
setting  for  this  unique  bicolor.  Standards  are  apricot;  falls  a  difficult 
color  to  describe— brandy  colored  to  watermelon,  finished  with  light 
ruffling  and  lace. 

Beverly SiLLs(Hager,  '79),  With  all  honesty,  this  had  to  be  considered  the 
star  of  this  year's  bloom.  One  first-year  plant  had  three  stalks  with  six 
increases  left.  The  market  is  flooded  with  new  pinks  each  year  now, 
many  worthy,  but  Beverly  Sills  is  a  cut  above  the  rest!  Charisma! 

Triumphant  (Corlew).  Although  some  lavender  is  still  present,  this  is  a 
definite  improvement  in  red-bearded  blues.  Nice  stalks,  broad  flowers. 

Last  Call  (Williamson).  One  of  the  better  show  stalks  seen.  Standards 
ivory  with  orchid-lavender  flush  in  midribs.  Falls  white  with  a  wide  band 
of  orchid-plum.  Excellent  plant  habits. 
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SoR  Cadence  (D.  Palmer,  '77).  A  slightly  deeper  Maestro  Puccini  the 
clean  medium  blue  flower  has  a  nice  blocky  form  with  moderate 
ruffling. 

Rain  Country  (Plough,  '79).  Distinctively  different  in  pattern,  a  blue 
plicata,  but  ratherthan  a  white  ground,  the  ground  has  a  washed  blue- 
over-white  effect.  A  "fancy  plicata"? 

T3085  (Hager).  The  individual  flowers  were  of  the  style  of  LEMON  MIST, 
with  more  flutes  and  a  richer  sheen.  Larger  flowered,  We  hope  it  gets 
named. 

Sheer  Poetry(D.  Palmer,  '79)  is  indeed  that!  Heavily  ruffled  and  fluted 
caramel  with  a  slight  orchid  flash  in  the  center  of  the  falls.  Great  plant 
habits  in  this  color  pattern  were  a  welcome  sight, 

72-A2  (Spahn).  Tall  bright  yellow  with  horizontal  falls  and  apparently 
sunfast.  The  best  of  many  fine  Spahn  seedlings. 

H74-79F  (Hamblen).  A  deep  blue  with  somewhat  of  a  reddish  cast 
and  self  beard  similar  to  Blue  Luster  To  be  named  for  Ron  Mullin,  our 
convention  chairman,  and  introduced  in  '81. 

MiDWAY(Dunn,  '80).  An  interesting  pedigree  of  a  long  line  of  blue  plies 
crossed  with  Winter  Olymrcs created  this  rich  blue  with  a  huge  white  spot 
in  the  middle  of  the  falls.  The  flowers  are  smaller  than  St  Louis  Blues,  but 
the  spot  is  larger. 

Stylelite  (Dun,  '80).  Ifs  time  for  another  truly  classical  white  to  be 
released.  This  horizontally  flaring,  elegantly  formed  pure  white  with  3- 
way  branching,  perfectly  spaced. 

Lilac  Thrill  (Niswonger,  '79),  Pale  lilac  with  slight  pink  influences  ana 
beard  may  be  subtle,  but  the  heavy  ruffling  and  substance  will  attract 
as  much  attention  as  the  brighter  varieties. 

Square  Dance  (K.  Mohr,  '79)  goes  beyond  being  "another  blue  plic"  by 
having  the  largest,  fullest  flowers  of  the  class,  and  on  tall  sturdy  stalks. 

Taco  Belle  (Sexton,  '78).  Much  cleaner  variegata  colors  than  "back 
home"  in  California.  We  must  have  more  iron  in  this  Okie  soil,  forthe  falls 
are  quite  red  here  rather  than  brown,  and  the  hafts  are  quite  smooth. 

65-4D  (Gibson),  a  pink-beige  ground  plicata  heavily  edged  rasp¬ 
berry.  Both  the  standards  and  falls  have  a  halo  in  lace  of  the  ground 
color.  Unique, 

74-2-5  (B,  Jones).  Excellent  color  and  form  on  a  very  orange  flower 
with  adequate  branching. 

H73-42A (Hamblen),  one  of  the  better  seedlings  seen  under  number. 
When  released  in  '81,  we  will  have  the  finest  of  the  pink  standards/ la¬ 
vender-blue  failed  pattern  available.  Tall  and  clean. 

CW74-25  (Waltermire).  Finally,  a  really-white  with  a  really-pink  beard. 
Absolutely  smooth  hafts.  The  best  formed  flowers  are  placed  on  four 
branches.  We  just  couldn't  believe  this  pattern  could  be  achieved  so 
soon,  but  ifs  here,  and  hopefully  will  be  introduced  in  '80. 

Grandmas  Trimdress  (Niswonger,  '78),  a  cleaner,  pinker  version  of 
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Grandmas  Springdress  The  blocky  hafts  show  off  the  contrasting  yellow. 
Delightfully  different. 

76-48  (V.  Wood),  a  blend  of  pastels.  Thick,  well-branched  stalks 
support  large  flowers  of  pastel  pink  with  flushes  of  apricot  and  yellow, 
with  cream  in  the  center  of  the  falls. 

Stormy  Seas(W.  Jones,  79).  Seen  in  the  gardens  this  year  under  the 
number  75-1 45K.  From  the  intriguing  cross  of  Pink  Sleigh  X  Sea  Venture,  we 
have  hyacinth  blue  standards  with  an  errie  flush  of  violet  in  the  midribs. 
Falls  are  light  lobelia  blue  fading  to  white.  The  muted  yellow  crests  and 
style  arms  complete  the  flower.  Ruffles  and  flutes  of  course! 


A  Note  From  Burdella  Rhodes,  OK 

Perry  Dyer  did  not  mention  any  of  his  introduction  in  the  varietal 
comments  and  I  would* like  to  at  least  mention  two.  D-12  ("Warm 
Embrace"  — name  not  approved  yet),  a  hot  pink,  ruffled  and  very  good 
branching.  This  was  well  liked  by  everyone. 

Blazing  Saddles  78,  caught  the  eye  of  many  people  with  its  deep  gold 
standards  and  solid  ruby  red  falls,  bronze  beard.  Good  stalk  and  good 
branching.  Something  different  in  color. 


POLITICAL  NAME  GAME 

In  the  1978  Judges  Choice  winners,  Californicae  category,  listed 
elsewhere  in  this  issue,  one  must  note  another  example  of  a  hybridizer's 
occupation  reflected  in  the  names  he  selected  for  his  introductions. 
The  congenial  Joe  Ghio  of  California  named  two  MAsoRand  Councilman 
he  has  served  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz  in  both  capacities. 
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Jayne  Ritchie,  Chairman 


Now  that  you  have  your  irises  all  ready  for  wir^ter(you  do,  don't  you?),  do 
you  think  you  can  just  sit  back  &  relax  all  winter?  Fat  chance!  Fall  and 
winter  are  marvelous  for  catching  up  on  all  that  reading  and  planning 
and  making  lists,  Just  can't  forget  IRISES  for  all  those  months! 

What  kind  of  reading  are  you  going  to  do?  Well,  to  start  things  rolling, 
dust  off  your  old  catologs  and  A I  S  BULLETINS.  You  can  learn  a  lot  about 
terminology  and  the  irisarian  vocabulary  that  way.  Some  questions  may 
also  come  to  your  mind  in  the  midst  of  all  those  catalogs.  How  do  you 
grow  THAT  kind  of  iris?  Would  that  type  do  well  in  my  garden?  Do  you 
have  to  be  RICH  to  grow  irises? 

To  begin  to  answer  your  questions,  start  with  your  local  and  regional 
experts.  Don't  be  afraid  to  ask  questions  since  many  people  enjoy 
showing  off  their  knowledge.  Call  or  write  someone  in  your  area.  They  can 
answer  questions,  loan  books,  or  refer  you  to  someone  more  knowledgable. 
Regional  publications  can  be  a  good  source  of  information,  and 
perhaps  someone  will  loan  you  some  back  issues.  If  you  still  have 
unanswered  questions,  check  out  your  local  library  for  a  good  general 
book  on  irises,  such  as  Molly  Price's  The  Iris  Book  (or  read  The  World  of 
Irises  -  Ed.) 

You  don't  have  to  be  rich  to  grow  irises  (although  I  wouldn't  knock  it) 
because  some  of  the  older  and  less  expensive  irises  are  lovely  and  have 
proven  their  reliability.  Ask  around,  and  maybe  someone  will  agree  to  a 
deal  for  a  few  of  the  better  irises  for  planting  next  year.  (Labor  in  exchange 
for  plants?) 

Now  you  have  a  better  idea  of  what  you  want  to  grow  and  of  what  is 
likely  to  grow  well  for  you.  You  have  worked  out  a  deal  or  two,  and  you 
know  what  you  might  need  to  order  and  how  much  it  will  cost.  You  have 
made  a  list  of  must-haves  and  a  list  of  maybes  and  a  list  of  why-not-trys. 
You're  all  set,  right?  Not  quite. 
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Do  you  know  where  you  are  going  to  put  all  those  irises?  It  can  be  fun  to 
sit  down  and  draw  a  sketch  ot  your  planting  area  (to  scale  if  possible)  and 
plan.  Are  you  going  to  grow  an  iris  with  special  cultural  needs?  Plan  for  it. 
How  tall  do  the  various  varieties  generally  grov/?  Take  that  into  considera¬ 
tion.  Is  the  background  for  your  planting  attractive  or  do  you  need  to 
paint  that  fence?  Do  you  want  a  vine  in  the  background?  Are  the  plants 
going  to  be  far  enough  apart  so  that  you  can  weed  and  fertilize  without 
damaging  anything?  Are  you  allowing  enough  space  for  growTh?  Have 
you  left  some  spots  for  companion  plants  so  that  the  area  will  be  more 
attractive? 

Companion  plants?!  Groan,  more  research.  Back  to  the  library  for  a 
book  that  will  help  you  find  plants  that  will  grow  well  as  companions  to 
the  various  types  of  irises.  Local  people  can  be  very  helpful  with  their 
advice,  and  visiting  their  gardens  can  give  you  some  ideas.  A  good 
gardening  book  can  give  additional  suggestions.  Some  companion 
plants  can  be  easily  grown  from  seed;  others  are  best  from  cuttings  or 
divisions  from  friends  or  neighbors.  So  put  those  companion  plants  into 
your  plan. 


Now,  you  are  all  set.  Except  that  you  may  decide  to  change  this  or  that ....  or 

you  see  a  slide  of  a  must-have  at  the  February  meeting _ or  that  lovely 

pink  iris  would  REALLY  look  better  next  to  the  cream  one  ....  or 
someone  offers  to  give  you  five  additional  plants.  Or  ... .  And  then 
Spring  is  here. 

•  •  • 


Have  any  of  you  creative  youth  members  ever  tried  making  up  an  iris 
design  for  neddlework?  It  isn't  too  difficult  if  you  use  graph  paper  and  "X" 
in  the  squares  for  the  design.  If  any  of  you  are  game  to  try  it,  send  me  a 
copy  of  your  final  design,  and  we  will  publish  the  best  ones. 


Runner-up  in  the  last  Youth  A- 
chievement  Award  Contest,  Cathy 
Simon  of  Hinsdale,  Illinois  smiles 
her  enthusiasm  for  irises. 
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Excerpts  from  Robins 


Sam  Reece 

Tall  Bearded 


RAY  BLICHARZ;  TRENTON,  NJ:  The  1979  iris  season  was  horrendous,  It 
started  to  rain  here  on  May  12th,  and  we  had  rain  for  22  out  of  24  days! 
Along  with  it  were  days  of  cold,  northeast  winds  and  just  a  few  days 
here  and  there  when  rain  was  not  severe.  In  spite  of  the  disappoint¬ 
ment  with  the  season,  there  were  lots  of  individual  blossoms  that  were 
superb.  The  stalks  that  took  all  this  beating  were  few  and  certainly  are 
worth  comment,  like  "separating  the  men  from  the  boys". 

Five  Star  AoMiRAL-my  stalks  this  year  measured  over  40  inches.  They 
had  substance,  color  and  broad,  overlapping  form,  with  blooms 
lasting  4  to  5  days.  They  has  3  or  4  open  blooms  at  a  time.  Superb. 

Lemon  Misr-the  blossoms  were  absolutely  delicious.  Equally  as  good 
as  Five  Star  Admiral  in  substance  and  color,  except  that  I  had  to  stake  It 
immediately.  It  was  top  heavy,  but  still  super. 

Pretty  PiEAS^Ioved  the  rain  and  cool  weather,  remaining  magnifi¬ 
cent,  with  flowers  open  5  to  6  days.  I  couldn't  get  over  this  flower,  going 
back  to  it  repeatedly,  and  the  massive  stalks  never  fell  over. 

SPARTAN-had  great  stalks  with  super  blossoms,  though  could  have 
better  substance. 

FLAiR-this  one  from  Joe  Gatty  has  been  extraordinary  for  three  straight 
years.  Dykes  quality  here.  There  is  no  way  I  can  fault  it;  easy  to  grow,  lots 
of  increases,  superb  stalk  and  branching. 

Keith  Keppel  is  brinaing  out  new  "stuff'  that  is  too  good  for  words: 
Flamenco— unbelievable!  SANTANA-brown  over  yellow  plic  with  perfection 
in  form  that  is  a  knockout.  PATiNA-has  substance  like  cardboard  and 
really  a  green  plicata.  FiREWATER-a  blue-violet  with  tangerine  beard  and 
stuffthat  blossoms  should  be  made  of-super.  EMPHASis-simply  gorgeous 
blue-violet  on  white  plic  with  perfect  form,  and  the  same  can  be  said 
for  Gentle  Rain. 

From  Jim  Gibson:  I  couln't  believe  his  new  deep  brown  on  white  plic 
named  Cinnamon  Sand,  which  looks  like  a  better  grower  than  Coco 
MocHAwhich  also  bloomed  well  with  four  stalks.  Schreiner's  Gold 
Trimmings  and  Leisure  Day  were  superb.  LADYXfrom  Gatty  was  another  of 
Dykes  quality  here:  truly  gorgeous  in  red-violet  with  a  red  beard. 
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A  very  different  and  beautiful  iris  is  Clough's  Sharp  And  SASSY-and  it  is 
just  that  I  am  intrigued  with  the  creamy  yellow  color  radiating  from  the 
center  of  the  falls,  which  are  marked  with  royal  purple,  with  a  cape  of 
royal  purple  at  the  haft  which  gives  it  that  extra  something. 

On  the  subject  of  Dykes  winners.  Dream  Lover(1  977)-three  years  it  has 
bloomed  here  with  very  ordinary  flowers,  small  sized  on  huge  stalks  (ill- 
proportioned).  Kilt  Lilt(1  976)-I  have  bloomed  it  5  or  6  years,  and  am  one 
of  the  few  persons  in  New  Jersey  who  has  any  success  with  it;  it  is  a  very 
slow  grower  with  little  increase  and  needs  heat  and  humidity  to  bring 
out  its  heavily  laced  anf  ruffled  florets.  In  cold  weather  it  does  veiy  poorly 
and  has  rotted  out  throughout  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  I  am 
delighted  with  it  when  it  blooms  as  it  should,  but  it  is  too  inconsistent. 

Pink  Taffeta  (1 9 75)-an  iffy  bloomer  here  and  usually  quite  ordinary;  I 
have  had  only  one  good  year  of  bloom  on  it,  1976;  Shipshape  (1974)- 
superb  in  every  respect;  tremendous  rhizomes,  abundant  increase  and 
stalks,  buds,  branching,  and  a  superbly  formed  blue  flower.  New  Moon 
(1973)  bloomed  twice  in  six  years,  it  is  in  no  way  a  Dykes  iris  here. 
Babbling  Brook (1972)-it  rotted  out  three  times  before  I  finally  bloomed 
it,  after  buying  5  or  6  plants.  Once  established,  it  has  bloomed  nicely  in 
gorgeous  blue  color,  but  I  think  the  flower  is  too  heavily  veined.  It  does 
not  compare  here  to  Saphire  Hills,  Sailor's  Dance  and  Wind  Chimes. 

Derby  Rairdon  (1971)-!  voted  it  all  the  way  from  HC  to  Dykes-a 
uniquely,  gorgeous  iris  here,  though  by  present  day  standards  it  should 
not  have  a  Dykes  because  it  bloooms  usually  on  short  stalks  and  should 
have  better  branching.  Skywatch  (1970)-always  very  slow  here  and 
seldom  blooms,  1969. 

Stepping  Out  (1968)  could  easily  by  the  greatest  all-around  iris  here 
ever.  I  never  could  find  any  fault  with  it.  Winter  Olympics  (1967)-I  have 
had  moderate  success  with  it;  it  is  tender  and  easily  rots  in  cold,  rainy 
winters,  and  has  deformed  and  pineappled  foilage.  Rippling  Waters 
(1966)  ranks  with  Shipshape  and  Stepping  Out  as  one  of  the  best. 


Hybridizing 

GORDON  PLOUGH;  WENATCHEE,  WA;  I  have  my  own  personal  prefer¬ 
ence  on  colors  to  work  with  in  hybridizing.  Since  the  public  likes  all 
colors,  I  work  on  all  color  lines.  We  have  worked  with  yellows,  with 
perhaps  our  best  success  showing  in  Rainbow  Gold  and  the  newer 
Follow  The  Sun,  Golden  Brilliance,  Golden  Fire,  Golden  Ingot,  Hot  Spell, 
Marilyn  C.,  My  Desire,  On  Target,  Pallisades,  Radiant  Light,  Rainbow  Gold, 
Starring  Role,  Techny  Chimes,  Ultrapoise,  and  Yes  Sir. 

Also,  we  are  working  to  develop  a  tall  bearded  yellow  with  a  blue  or 
purple  beard.  I  feel  these  have  to  come  from  dwarfs  so  we  are 
working  from  that  angle.  We  are  using  Gingerbread  Man,  Golden 
Brillance,  Lihle  Saint,  Moon  Tike,  Mystic  Symbol  Song  Of  Erin  and  Warm 
Gold. 
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Yellow  standards  and  blue  falls  are  a  pleasing  combination,  and 
we've  been  doing  some  work  with  these  colors.  We're  using  Bandolier, 
Count  Cobra.  Guitar  Country,  Siam  and  Vegas  Bandit.  There  are  lots  of  good 
whites  on  the  market,  but  good  whites  with  red  or  pink  beards  are 
scarce.  We  are  working  some  with  this  line  and  are  using  Arctic  Fi^me, 
Castelo,  Christmas  Time,  Cloud  Dancer,  Kiss  Of  Fire,  Lipstick,  Luxury  Line,  Painted 
Angel  Royal  Coachman,  Ruby  Lips,  Tufed  Cloud,  Whir  Of  Lace,  Wind  Rhythm 
and  Winter  Olympics. 

More  of  a  challenge  to  us  right  now  are  whites  with  blue  beards.  This  is 
a  fairly  new  line  at  ERIG,  and  we've  had  good  results  from  our  crosses 
using  Alpine  Plumes,  Carrara  Marble,  Eagle  Harbor,  Eloquent,  Heaven's  Best,  and 
Wedding  Vow. 

Fine  blues  are  numerous,  but  quality  true  blues  with  fiery  red  beards 
are  scarce.  We've  worked  a  long  time  with  this  line  as  evidenced  by 
some  of  the  varieties  that  appear  in  our  crosses  like:  Allegiance,  Azure  Lace, 
Cloudcap,  Cloud  Dancer,  Cool  Flame,  Fire  And  Rain,  Firenze,  Frost  And  Fame, 
Gaily  Clad,  Harbor  Fire,  Hit  Parade,  Kachina  Dolu  Kiss  OF  Fire,  Mary  Randall 
Midwest  Gem,  My  Happiness,  Regina  Maria  Sweet  Alice  Lee  and  Threshold. 

Good  Pink  plicatas  are  hard  to  come  by.  Advances  are  hard  to 
achieve,  but  we're  still  trying.  We're  using  lines  going  back  to:  April 
Melody,  Bali  Belle,  Beckon,  Captain's  Lady,  Casino  Queen,  Cloud  Dancer,  Etched 
Apricot,  Frost  Kiss,  Gay  Cloud,  Grape  Accent,  Grecian  Gown,  New  Adventure, 
Painted  Pink,  Pink  Cameo,  Pink  Plic,  Royal  Coachman,  Taholah  and  Tiffany. 

True  light  blue  plicatas  are  scarce.  We've  worked  on  them  quite  a 
long  time  as  evidenced  by  the  following  list  of  varieties  we've  used: 
Agra  Crown  Colony,  Dundee,  Gigi,  Lhasa  Lov-lee,  Ocean  Shores,  Penang, 
Portrait,  Raziza  Ribbon  Round,  Sailor's  Skies,  Shane,  Tea  Apron, Vif  Nam,  Western 
Shores,  Widespread  and  Wind  Dance. 

We  have  proved  that  striped  or  variegated  foliage  can  be  bred  by 
using  parents  with  this  trait.  We've  had  no  luck  using  Zebra  but  have  had 
using  these:  Cream  Cockatoo,  Folvar  and  (Mary  Vernon  sdig.  X  Gypsy). 
We're  always  watching  for  striped  foliage  sports  and  savings  any  we 
might  find,  hoping  the  stripes  will  hold  and  breed  true. 


Rebloomers 

BULL  MARYOTT;  SAN  JOSE,  CA;  Some  thoughts  and  comments  on 
breeding  for  remontants.  First,  we  need  a  good  gene  pool.  All 
remontant  seedlings  that  have  a  good  pedigree,  even  though  not 
introducable,should  be  saved  and  spread  around  for  use  in  rebloomers. 
Secondly,  I'm  sure  Hager  has  the  right  idea  about  planting  them  in  the 
late  fall  so  they're  so  confused  they  bloom  poorly  in  the  spring  and  then 
heavy  in  the  fall. 

Some  rebloomers  bloom  as  soon  as  a  rhizome  is  large.  Others  like 
Spanish  Street  Song  only  rebloom  ocassionally  here.  Some  bloom  only  in 
the  early  spring,  and  others,  like  Latin  Lover  and  especially  Rio  Vista  and 
Summer  Luxury  ,  bloom  during  the  summer.  Some  like  Sunsnap  bloom 
heavily,  but  send  out  lots  of  increase  and  others  like  her  mother.  Summer 
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Sunshine,  are  not  as  prolific  and  do  not  increase  as  well. 

Waves  And  Foam  is  the  best  negiecta  remontant,  but  increase  is 
nothing  special  although  it  doesn't  bloom  out.  Dutch  Chocolate  and 
Frontier  Marshall  just  plain  bloom  too  heavily. 

F^ere  are  my  thoughts  for  good  rebloom:  1.  plant  remontants 
together  2.  plant  from  October  1  to  November  30  (hope  for  mild 
weather  after  planting  as  hard  freezes  will  kill  them);  3.  give  them  full 
sun  and  extra  fertilizer;  4,  keep  damp  year  around  and  protect  from 
weeds;  5.  one  year  later  they  should  all  bloom;  6.  if  you  live  in  California 
coastal  climate  ignore  all  of  the  above. 


Japanese 

Harlan  Clark;  Denver,  CO:  My  own  Japanese  iris  bed  is  necessarily  in 
the  nature  of  an  acid  bed,  sealed  off  from  the  alkaline  clay  soil  with 
plastic  sheeting.  Last  fall  i  remade  the  whole  bed  and  replanted  the  old 
iris  in  it.  As  I  suspected,  tree  roots  had  invaded  the  bed  and  I  tried  to  do  a 
better  job  of  barring  them  from  entry.  I'm  not  sure  how  they  survived  our 
unusually  harsh  winter,  although  one  is  showing  signs  of  life.  More 
importantly,  in  Denver  we  have  a  splendid  municipal  Botanic  Gardens, 
and  a  fine  Japanese  garden  is  being  added  this  year,  under  the 
supervision  of  a  weii  known  Japanese  authority  brought  over  especially 
for  that  purpose.  I  understand  that  $800  worth  of  Japanese  iris  varieties 
have  recently  been  ordered  for  the  garden,  so  that  in  a  year  or  so  we 
may  have  something  for  you  to  see  when  you  visit  our  city. 

Stan  Baird;  Blue  Lake,  CA:  i  am  especially  interested  in  the  pinks, 
although  most  of  what  passes  for  pink  is  actually  orchid,  but  neverthe¬ 
less  it  is  a  very  pleasing  color.  Shin  Heiwa  although  not  a  vigorous  grower, 
is  the  only  true  pink  i  have  with  the  possible  exception  of  World  s  Delight, 
a  very  pale  pink  that  fades  quickly  and  is  a  bit  shy  on  substance,  and 
Kyokko,  a  single  that  I  got  just  last  fall  from  Melrose  that  has  had  only  one 
bloom  to  date.  It,  too,  seemed  to  fade  quickly.  On  first  opening  the  color 
is  quite  lovely— pale  pink  at  edges,  gradually  deepening  toward  the 
center. 

Of  the  orchid  pinks,  I  have  five  varieties,  and  it  is  difficult  to  choose 
between  them.  I  suppose  my  two  favorites  would  be  Leave  Me  Sighing  and 
Worley  Pink.  Both  are  vigorous,  with  large  flowers,  but  Leave  Me  Sighing  has 
more  blue  suffusion  around  the  spears  Magic  Opal  is  also  good  and  has 
the  blue  suffusion  around  the  spears.  Enchanted  Melody  has  no  blue 
suffussion;  the  orchid  intensifies  at  the  spears.  Some  may  like  the  blue 
suffusion.  Pink  Sapphire  is  probably  the  poorest  of  this  group  in  my  opinion 
and  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  older  varieties.  Pink  Sapphire  reaches  almost 
five  feet  in  my  garden  and  has  tremendous  vigor.  Fortunately,  I  planted 
it  near  the  back  of  the  perennial  border  in  which  my  Japanese  iris  are 
interspersed. 
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I  am  very  partial  to  the  wine  selves,  or  some  might  call  them  red- 
purple.  SHAKKYoisnewandverygood,  the  color  deepening  slightly  at  the 
center.  Royal  Ramparts  is  also  new  and  is  apparently  going  to  be  the 
largest  of  the  wine  seifs.  And  Good  Omen  remains  one  of  my  favorites. 
Royal  Ramparts  is  probably  the  most  frilly  of  this  group.  All  have  that 
gorgeous  velvety  look  that  my  garden  visitors  always  flip  over. 

The  whites  seem  to  be  a  rather  neglected  class  as  far  as  the 
hybridizers  are  concerned.  To  be  effective,  any  planting  of  Japanese  iris 
needs  white  varieties  liberally  interspersed.  This  year  I  added  three  new 
whites,  but  they  are  too  new  to  evaluate—  Gold  Bound,  Ivory  Glow  and 
Summer  Snowflake. 

The  two  whites  that  I  hove  grown  for  some  time  are  Driven  Snow 
and  Snowy  Hills.  Driven  Snow  easily  gets  the  nod  here,  because  it  is  a 
vigorous  grower  and  a  heavy  bloomer.  Snow  Hills,  when  well  grown,  has  a 
tuft  of  white  petaloids  in  the  center  and  can  be  quite  lovely  but  likes  to  be 
pampered. 

In  the  dark  purples,  I  would  put  Summer  Storm  near  the  top.  It  is  large, 
velvety  and  vigorous.  As  frosting  on  the  cake,  it  has  an  intriguing 
suffusion  of  electric  blue  near  the  spears  and  a  tuft  of  purple  petaloids 
in  the  center.  Imperial  Velvet  is  also  good  but  with  a  bit  of  wine  in  its 
coloration  and  just  a  touch  of  white  around  the  spear— not  as  big  a 
flower  as  Summer  Storm.  T hunder  And  Lightning  is  another  favorite  in  th  is  color 
class,  with  large  frilly  flowers  and  sometimes  a  bit  of  electric  blue 
suffusion  at  the  spears.  Valiant  Prince  doesn't  really  belong  in  this  class, 
but  is  is  a  gorgeous  and  distinctive  flower  at  its  best—  a  sort  of  rosy  wine, 
medium  sized,  with  just  a  bit  of  white  suffusion  at  the  spears— quite 
unique. 

The  deep  blues  suffer  from  the  same  fault  as  the  tall  bearded  iris— 
they  all  have  a  bit  of  lavender  in  their  pigmentation.  Shinkai  No  Iro, 
double,  is  one  of  the  most  intense  and  purest  of  the  deep  blues  with  just 
a  few  white  veins  radiating  out  a  little  way  from  the  spears.  Woodlatjd 
Brook  from  Marx  is  another  good  one  with  a  bit  more  lavender  in  it.  Blue 
Lagoon  is  new  this  year  but  apparently  was  not  true  to  name  as  it  turned 
out  to  be  a  very  light  blue  and  it  is  allegedly  a  dark  blue. 

Another  color  class  that  I  like  includes  those  with  white  or  near  white 
ground  overlaid  with  a  sharply  defined  pattern  of  veins.  Gay  Gallant  is 
one  I've  grown  for  about  15  years  and  is  still  a  favorite,  always  much 
admired  by  visitors.  Geisha  Gown  is  new  and  just  opening  today.  It  has 
almost  a  snow  white  ground  and  the  veining  is  rosy  purple.lt  may  well 
compete  with  Gay  Gallant  as  my  favorite  in  this  class,  Gay  Gallant  has  a 
bluish  white  ground  with  very  intense  and  sharply  defined  dark  blue 
veins.  Navy  blue  petaloids  provide  striking  contrast  for  this  dramatic 
flower.  FlyingTigerIsoIso  new  and  has  a  whitish  ground  with  blue  veining 
more  closely  spaced  than  Gay  Gallant.  If  s  a  lovely  flower  but  doesn't 
have  Gay  Gallants  dramatic  contrast. 

Then  there  are  those  that  are  hard  to  group  into  classes  because  they 
are  so  unique.  My  Heavenly  Dream  is  one  of  my  favorites  and  difficult  to 
describe— a  sort  of  rosy  wine  ground  shading  much  deeper  at  the 
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center  and  overlaid  with  darker  veining,  truly  a  dream  of  an  iris.  KnightIn 
Armour  has  a  lavender  ground  overlaid  with  darker  veining.  Strut  And 
Flourish  issimilartoKNiGHTiNARMOURexceptthatthe  ground  color  shades, 
to  a  darker  tone,  almost  blue,  near  the  center.  Umi  Botaru  is  a  striking 
flower  of  white  ground  speckled  and  dashed  with  rose-wine.  It  is  large 
and  has  wonderfully  heavy  substance.  This  one  is  really  an  eye  catcher, 
almost  bizarre. 

For  those  who  like  delicate  pastel  tones,  Yamato  Hima  is  a  winner  with  a 
delicate  edging  of  palest  pink  on  a  large  white  double  flower.  Of  those 
that  might  be  called  plicatas  with  white  grounds,  I  have  only  two. 
Stippled  Ripples  and  Frilled  Enchantment,  both  Marx  introductions.  My  prefer¬ 
ence  is  for  the  former.  Both  are  medium  sized  flowers  but  Stippled  Ripples 
displays  its  blooms  more  effectively  and  is  probably  a  little  more 
vigorous.  Both  have  rose-purple  edging  but  on  Frilled  Enchantment  this 
edging  tends  to  be  a  narrow  rim.  on  Stippled  Ripples  there  is  more  dotting 
and  stippling.  Stippled  Ripples  always  gets  raves  from  garden  visitors,  and 
ifs  another  one  that  I've  grown  for  about  15  years. 

When  I  first  started  growing  Japanese  iris,  I  had  little  interest  in  the 
singles.  I  still  dislike  Great  White  Heron,  a  large  Marx  white  with  falls  that 
droop  down  so  far  the  flower  a  I  ways  looks  wilted.  However,  other  singles 
have  won  me  over  completely.  One  of  the  most  spectacular  is  Premier 
Danseur,  with  three  huge  violet  purple  petals  that  are  so  round  that  they 
overlap.  Unlike  some  singles,  the  styles  are  quite  prominent  but  more  of 
a  soft  wine  color.  A  very  narrow  rim  of  white  around  the  petals  adds 
further  distinction.  GliherAnd  Gaiety  is  best  described  as  My  Heavenly  Dream 
in  a  single. 

That  is  not  all  my  collection  of  course,  but  the  rest  have  not  bloomed 
or  are  not  distinctive  enough  to  merit  comments.  If  I  had  to  select  ten 
favorites  for  someone  starting  a  collection  it  would  be;  Driven  Snow, 
white  double;  My  Heavenly  Dream,  wine  with  darker  veins;  Summer  Storm, 
large  velvety  purple  self;  Leave  Me  Sighing,  orchid  pink;  Shin  Heiwa  rose  pink; 
Gay  Gallant,  off  white  with  dark  blue  veining;  Stippled  Ripples,  smallish  white 
stippled  and  edged  rose  purple;  Good  OMEN,  velvety  wine  self;  Shinkai 
No  Iro,  dark  blue  self;  and  Umi  Botaru,  white  splashed  and  speckled  with 
rose-wine.  You  will  note  I  have  not  included  a  light  blue  or  lavender.  This 
is  not  my  favorite  color  class.  If  I  were  to  include  one  in  that  color  class,  it 
would  be  Walk  In  Beauty  a  pleasing  shade  of  lavender  blue  that  deepens 
slightly  near  the  spears,  a  good  grower  and  heavy  bloomer. 

Landscaping 

Jean  Witt;  Seattle,  WA:  My  new  sunny  perennial  border  in  the  now 
treeless  front  yard  has  worked  out  very  well.  In  so  far  as  possible,  I 
wanted  to  have  two  periods  of  bloom  at  the  front  of  the  bed,  and  so  it 
was  edged  with  alternate  clumps  of  SDBs  and  MTBs.  One  segment  also 
has  a  planting  of  Pacific  Coast  natives  (Mostly  /.  tenax  and/or  /. 
innominata)  while  another  has  a  grouping  of  Cal-Sibe  hybrids.  Bloom 
on  the  SDB  coincided  with  some  of  the  plants  In  the  rock  garden  end  of 
the  bed  such  as  a  small  white  Iberis,  and  purple  Arabis,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  tulips.  Later,  the  MTB  and  BB  were  backed  up  with  Columbine, 
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orchid  meadowrue,  and  old  early-blooming  yellow  day  lily,  and  beach 
lupine  (  a  local  wild  species,  somewhat  more  open  than  Russell  type). 
The  lavender-blue  of  the  lupine  was  a  good  match  forthe  iris  blues,  and 
the  meadowrue  echoed  the  orchid  pink  of  some  of  the  old  BB. 

The  best  combination,  however,  involved  an  IB/MTB  seedling  from  Ulli 
Richtone— a  great  clump  of  small,  burnished  rust-brown  flowers  with 
bright  orange  beards-flanked  by  yellow  tulips,  against  a  background 
of  orange  and  salmon  azaleas.  I  find  the  smaller  bearded  irises  are 
easier  to  handle  in  mixed  borders  than  the  TB.  They  don't  mind  the 
competition  of  other  plants,  and  the  clumps  don't  spread  out  so 
rapidly. 


1979  INTRODUCTION 

HEAVEN  HELPED  (Waltermire  79).  TB,  28",  EM,  A  striking, 
beautifully  formed,  ruffled,  white  self  pink  beard.  Domed 
standards  and  wide,  horizontal  falls.  Excellent  substance. 
Well-branched  stalks  with  good  bud  count.  H.C.  78  under 
#CW  74-25:  (Champagne  Music  x  Orchid  Brocade)  X  Pink 
Taffeta  . . . .  $25.00 

MRS.  C  L  WALTERMIRE 

122  South  6th  Walters,  OK  73572 


THE  ARIL  SOCIETY  INTERNATIONAL 

Invites  you  to  join  its  membership  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  Aril  and  Arilbred  irises.  As  a 
member  you  will  receive  News  Letters,  the 
annual  Year  book  and  Plant  Sale  List 

Annual  $4.00  Family  Annual  $5.00 

Single  Triennial  $10.50  Family  Triennial  $13.50 

Send  your  dues  to  Membership  Chairman:  Robin  Kleinz, 
63  West  Cambridge  Avenue,  Phoenix  AZ  85503. 

Official  Aril  Society  Check  List  (thru  1976)  $5.00 

1978  Checklist  $100 

Order  Check  Lists  from: 

Faith  Nixon,  1024  Farnam  St,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90042 
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AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 
SHOW  SUPPLIES 


The  official  show  supplies  of  the  American  Iris  Society  are  available  for  all  shows 
after  approval  of  the  show  schedule  by  the  Exhibitions  Chairman.  No  orders  for 
supplies  will  be  shipped  prior  to  this  approval.  For  best  service,  secure  approval 
and  order  supplies  at  least  two  months  prior  to  the  proposed  show  date. 
Supplies  will  be  shipped  by  United  Parcel  Service  whenever  possible.  If  you  use  a 
Post  Office  Box  or  Rural  Route  address,  include  phone  number  and/or  street 
location  to  insure  prompt  delivery  of  your  package.  Prices  listed  include 
postage  and  handling.  Any  money  sent  for  postage  will  be  considered  a 
donation  to  the  AIS.  Make  all  checks  payable  to  the  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY. 

CLERK'S  REPORTS . $2.00  per  pack 

For  recording  winners  in  each  Class,  Group  or  Section.  Specify  if  for  Classified 
Show  or  Cultivar  Show  (new).  (50  sheets  per  pad) 

AWARD  RIBBONS . $4.50  per  pack 

Imprinted  with  AIS  Seal  and  Premium  Award.  Blue,  first;  Red,  second;  White, 
third;  Pink,  Honorable  Mention.  (20  per  pack) 

AWARD  RIBBONS . $3.75  per  pack 

172"  X  6"  Similar  to  above,  except  smaller.  Good  for  Mediam  and  Dwarf 

LARGE  ROSETTES 

Three  streamers  2"  x  10".  AlSSeal  on  middle  streamer,  American  Iris  Society  on 
one  outside  streamer  and  the  other  outside  streamer  imprinted. 


Best  Specimen  of  Show . $1.75  each 

Best  Seedling  of  Show . $1.75  each 

Best  Arrangement  of  Show . $1 .75  each 

Horticultural  Sweepstakes . $1.75  each 

Artistic  Sweepstakes . $1.75  each 

SECTION  ROSETTES . $1.10  each 


Two  streamers  2"  x  10".  American  Iris  Society  on  one  streamer  and  the  other 
imprinted  Best  Specimen  in  Section. 

SMALL  ROSETTES 

May  be  awarded  for  Best  of  Group  or  for  any  special  award.  Two  streamers 
172"  X  8".  American  Iris  Society  on  one  streamer  and  the  other  imprinted 

Special  Award,  Horticulture  Division . $1.00  each 

Special  Award,  Artistic  Division . $1.00  each 

YOUTH  DIVISION  ROSETTES 

Two  streamers  172"  x  8".  American  Iris  Society  on  one  streamer  and  the 
other  imprinted 

Best  Specimen,  Youth  Division . . . $1.00  each 

Best  Arrangement,  Youth  Division . $1.00  each 

Horticultural  Sweepstakes,  Youth  Division . . . .  $1.00  each 

Artistic  Sweepstakes,  Youth  Division . $1.00  each 
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AIS  SEAL  STAMPS . $2.50  per  pack 

5  packs  for  $10.00 

Oval  shape,  slightly  larger  than  a  halt  dollar.  Official  AIS  Seal  on  silver 
ground.  Offered  again  affer  being  unavailable  for  some  time.  (50  per  pack) 

SEEDLING  BALLOTS . No  Charge 

(1980  Revision).  For  voting  the  Exhibition  Certificate.  One  should  be  given 
to  each  AIS  Judge  visiting  the  Show.  Please  destroy  stock  of  previous 
revisions  and  re-order  as  needed. 


INVITATION . No  Charge 

To  join  the  American  Iris  Society.  Give  to  prospective  members  visiting  the 
Show. 

Silver  and  Bronze  Medals.  Not  engraved.  One  Silver  and  one  Bronze  Medal 
per  calendar  year  will  be  supplied  without  cost  for  any  one  show  presented 
by  an  AIS  Affiliate.  All  others  are  at  listed  price.  Orders  for  Medals,  both  paid 
and  at  no  charge,  should  be  forwarded  with  the  completed  Sfiow  Report. 
DO  NOT  ORDER  MEDALS  WITH  OTHER  SUPPLIES . $6.75  each 


Order  from 

Glenn  F.  Corlew,  Chairman 
Exhibitions  Committee 
2988  Cherry  Lane 
Walnut,  Creek,  California  94596 


THE  ANTIQUE  NAME  GAME 
Phil  Edinger 


Among  historic  irises  there  are  a  number  with  esoteric  names  -  obscure  in 
meaning  because  of  the  passing  of  time  or  because  the  name  stems 
from  a  language  other  than  English.  Some  of  the  most  baffling  have 
been  old  French  irises.  French  dictionaries,  in  some  cases,  have  offered  no 
clues;  when  queried  about  those  names,  contemporary  French  people 
have  responded  with  blank  stares  and  shrugged  shoulders.  Imagine 
my  surprise,  then,  when  TWO  of  these  mystery-names  were  clarified  as  I 
read  David  Duffs  Euqenie  and  Napolp.on  III  -  A  Dual  Bioaraohi;.  First 
came  Leverrier.  The  iris  was  an  early  triploid  hybrid  (Denis  1917)  and  a 
popular  garden  variety;  the  name  commemorates  the  19th  century 
co-discoverer  of  the  planet  Neptune  (which  the  French  had  wished  to 
name  Leverrier  -  but  the  other  co-discoverer  was  English!).  But  the  real 
prize  came  about  twelve  pages  later  in  the  book:  Dejazet.  An 
important  tetroploid  ancestor  of  modern  irises(Viimorin  1914),  its  name 
also  reaches  back  to  the  19th  century  -  to  honor . . .  "Pauline  Virginie 
Dejazet,  the  famous  actress  who  played  'breeches'  parts  at  the 

Gymnase _ " 
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Here  an  iris,  there  an  iris,  everywhere  an  iris,  iris  urges  this  enthusiast.  . 


DECORATE  WITH  IRISES 

Aleta  Eggle,  CA 


Now,  to  me  it  is  ludicrous,  ridiculous  and  any  other  appropriate  word,  to 
see  these  crazy  iris  people  go  thousands  of  miles  and  no  doubt,  spend 
thousands  of  dollars  to  get  to  an  iris  convention.  When  they  get  there, 
how  are  they  dressed?  In  iris  fabrics?  No,  they  are  wearing  some  other 
silly  flower  and  they  are  supposed  to  have  an  undying  love  for  the  iris. 


I  called  up  an  iris  lady  and  I  said,  "so  and  so  has  iris  sheets  advertised. 
She  replied,  "I  don't  need  any  sheets."  And  I  said,  "If  s  not  a  question  of 
need.  You  have  to  buy  Iris  sheets  when  they  are  available.  The 
manufacturer  will  not  use  that  flower  again  for  maybe  another  ten 
years. 

Have  you  ever  been  in  the  homes  of  these  crazy  iris  people?  Not  an  iris 
any  place.  Now,  I'll  admit  you  can  not  snap  your  fingers  and  get  an  Iris 
decorated  house.  In  the  thirty  years  that  I've  been  an  iriserian  there 
have  been  all  kinds  of  iris  things  offered.  To  begin  with,  these  things 
were  multi-flowered  with  iris,  but  now,  many  are  totally  iris, 
iris  designs. 


There  has  been  enough  wallpaper  to  cover  every  room  in  the  house 
and  sometimes  with  drapery  material  to  match.  There  have  been 
bedspreads  with  matching  draperies,  or  bedspreads  with  matching 
sheets,  in  which  case,  extra  sheets  will  make  draperies  for  you.  There 
have  been  pieced  quilts,  appliques,  trapunto  and  embroideried  quilts. 
With  dusters,  they  make  wonderful  bedspreads  and  some  designs  can 
make  draperies.  Don't  forget  the  crocheted  bedspread  in  Iris  design. 
Then  there  are  hooked  rugs. 


Now  we  can  move  to  the  living  room.  There  have  been  all  kinds  of 
drapery  material  that  is  suitable  for  covering  a  davenport.  There  are 
three  choices  for  a  coffee  table.  (1 )  You  can  buy  a  glass  topped  table 
and,  with  etching  powder,  put  an  Iris  design  on  it  or  (2)  use  a  wooden 
table  and  burn  an  Iris  onto  it  and  (3)  there  is  the  mosaic  table  top 
designs,  iris,  of  course, 
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There  has  been  enough  wallpaper  to  cover  every  room  in  the  house 
and  sometimes  with  drapery  material  to  match,  There  have  been 
bedspreads  with  matching  draperies,  or  bedspreads  with  matching 
sheets.  There  have  been  pieced  quilts,  appliques,  trapunto  and 
embroideried  quilts.  With  dusters,  they  make  wonderful  bedspreads 
and  some  designs  can  make  draperies.  Don't  forget  the  crocheted 
bedspread  in  Iris  design.  And,  there  are  hooked  rugs. 

Now  we  move  to  the  living  room.  There  has  been  drapery  material  that 
is  suitable  for  covering  a  davenport.  There  are  three  choices  for  a  coffee 
table.  (1 )  You  can  buy  a  glass  topped  table  and,  with  etching  powder, 
put  an  Iris  design  on  it  or  (2)  use  a  wooden  table  and  burn  an  Iris  onto  it 
or  (3)  make  a  mosaic  table  top  with  an  iris  design. 

There  is  a  wallpaper  company  in  Los  Angeles  that  has  murals  for  one 
side  of  the  room  and  you  use  plain  paper  or  paint  for  the  other  three 
sides.  They  will  send  you  small  copies  of  this  mural  in  four  or  five  colors. 

If  you  are  crazy  enough,  you  can  hang  a  hand  made  quilt  on  the  wall.  If 
your  hooked  rug  is  too  pretty  to  walk  on,  hang  it  on  the  wall.  Lamps  can 
be  made  from  Iris  vases,  if  large  enough. 

In  the  dining  room,  there  are  lots  of  choices.  Irish  linen  damask,  hand 
block  designs  on  Belgian  linen,  lace,  crocheted  or  embroidered  table 
cloths. 

There  are  lots  of  choices  for  dishes, — hand  painted  china  or  depression 
glass.  It  is  now  expensive  but  once  was  dime  store  stuff.  There  is  also 
carnival  glass  but  I  don't  think  a  complete  set  has  ever  been  collected. 
Then  there  is  goofus  glass,  but  very  few  pieces  are  to  be  found  of  this 
either. 

One  collector  hangs  his  fancy  china  plates  and  platters  on  the  dining 
room  wall  and  his  coarser  china  pottery  on  the  kitchen  walls.  You  can 
always  decorate  the  kitchen  curtains. 

And  for  the  bathroom,  just  let  your  imagination  run  wild.  There  are  gobs 
of  iris  bath  towels  and  iris  plastic  shower  curtains  on  the  market,  if  you 
need  a  bath  mat,  just  sew  two  bath  towels  together.  If  you  have  a  large 
window,  use  plastic  shower  curtains,  if  it  is  a  small  window,  use  bath 
towels.  Then  there  is  stencilling.  If  your  bath  is  enclosed  in  plain  glass, 
etch  on  some  iris. 

Okay,  lef  s  have  some  iris  decorated  houses  in  the  future.  Remember, 
you  have  to  get  iris  items  when  they  are  made  available  by  the 
manufacturer,  usually  in  the  springtime.  Then  the  goods  go  to  the 
outlet  stores  to  get  rid  of  the  old  stuff  to  make  ready  for  the  newer  ones. 

And  how  about  \;our  car?  James  Burch,  Chairman  of  the  79  Convention 
had  blue  and  white,  full  size,  AIS  licence  tags  printed  then.  The  few  left¬ 
overs  have  been  turned  over  to  the  AIS  Librarian  (for  address,  see  Li¬ 
brary  page)  and  are  available  for  $3.50  each. 

Ed. 
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AIS  LIBRARY  -  PUBLICATIONS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $15,00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  in¬ 
cluding  international  authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color. 
Published  in  1978  and  the  most  authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises, 
scientific  and  popular.  6"  x  9"  hard  bound  cloth  cover. 

ROYAL  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY  COLOUR  CHART . . . $22.50 

Four  color  fans,  boxed.  Locking  screw  permits  complete  display  of  the 
202  colors.  Four  tints  of  each  color,  providing  an  invaluable  color 
reference  for  hybridizers,  judges  and  hobbyists. 

IWO  RARE  IRIS  PRINTS . . . . . each  $6,00;  both  for  $1 1 .00 

Suitable  for  framing.  Color  reproductions  of  original  art  work  done  for 
the  New  York  Botanical  Garden  in  1929.  See  illustration,  full  description,  in 
Spring  1978  Bulletin,  page  59.  Proceeds  from  sale  of  prints  will  be  used  to 


support  the  work  of  the  AIS  Historical  Committee. 

HANDBCCK  FCR  JUDGES  AND  SHGW  GFFICIALS . $2.50 

HANDBCGK  FCR  AMERICAN  IRIS  SCCIETY  MEMBERS  AND 

CFFICERS . $2,50 

WHAT  EVERY  IRIS  GRCWER  SHCULD  KNCW . . . $1.00 

NEW  1979  MEMBERSHIP  LIST  . . . $2.50 

MEMBERSHIP  LIST  -  1974  (while  supply  lasts) . $1.50 

1959  IRIS  CHECK  LIST . $3.50 

Hard  bound.  Ten  year  compilation  of  registration  1950-59;  complete 
awards  listing  1920-59.  Cnly  check  list  still  in  print.  Cther  sold  out. 

REGISTRATICNS  AND  INTRCDUCTICNS  -  1976 . $2.00 

1977  . $2.00 

1978  . $3.50 

BULLETINS:  Current  Issues . $2.50 

Back  issues,  if  available . $2,00 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . $1.50 

Golden  Anniversan/  BULLETIN . $2.00 

BRCNZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for 
pendants,  show  prizes,  and  special  awards. 


AIS  SEALS . Pack  -  $2.50,  5  Packs  -  $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals,  slightly  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in 
blue  and  green  on  a  silver-toned  background.  (50-per  pack) 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society. 

Send  order  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Howard,  226  E.  20th  St.,  Tulsa,  GK  74119 
Tel.  (918)  582-4932 
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Additional 
1979  INTRODUCTIONS 

NICHOLS  IRIS  GARDENS,  Box  702,  Woodward,  OK  73801 

TBs  $25.00  each  —  BBs  $20.00  each 

TBs:  Angel  Lips,  Billy  Harris,  Candlelight  Dlnner,Close 
Encounters,  Disco  Jamboree,  Lunar  Child,  Remember 
Betty,  Saturday  Night  Fever,  Vera  Taylor. 

BBs:  Mary  Edwards  and  Victory  Pledge. 

Send  stamped  envelope  for  further  details  about  above  irises. 


^spraVs 

to 

Vi  teaspoon 
per  gallon 
water  grows 
vegetables, 
flowers,  roses, 
trees,  shrubs, 
lawns,  every¬ 
thing  for  yard 
&  garden. 


Available  at  your  store  or  send  $7 
$2.95  "Mixerator''  Free.  (Estate  Size 
Offer  expires  December  31,  1979. 

Schultz  Company ,  Dept. 


"Schultz-Instant” 

Fertilizer 

20-30-20 

with  Model  5  “MIXERATOR  YARD  GUN” 

The  patented  non-clogging  “Mixerator"  Yard 
Gun  makes  application  easy  on  large  areas. 


.95  w'ith  this  ad  for  5  lbs.  Schultz  Fertilizer  plus  a 
25  lbs.  with  2  "Mixerators"  $30.00).  Free  delivery. 
Immediate  shipment, 

ISA  11730  Northline,  St.  Louis,  MO  63043 


The  Permanent  Metal  Label 


A  —  Hairpin  Style  Markers . 10  for  SI  65 

B  —  Plant  or  Shrub  Labels . 50  for  $1 .50 

C  —  Cap  Style  Markers . 10  for  $1.65 

D  —  Swinging  Style  Markers . 10  for  $1.50 

E- Rose  Markers . 10  for  $1.65 

F  — Tall  Display  Markers . 10  for  $2.25 

G-  Tall  Single  Staff  Markers . 10  for  $2.15 

H  —  Pot  or  Rock  Garden  Markers  . 10  for  $1.25 

J  Small  Plant  Labels . 50  for  $1.25 

PAW  PAW  EVERLAST  LABEL  COMPANY 
Box  93- A  Paw  Paw,  Michigan  49079 
Quantity  Prices  Postage 

Available  Prepaid 
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ALPENFLORA  GARDENS 

17985  -  40th  AVE. 

Surrey  (Cloverdale)  B.C.  V3S  4N8 

West  Coast  Natives  and  Hybrids.  Many  dif¬ 
ferent  species  from  the  world  over.  Minia¬ 
tures  and  Standard  Dwarfs.  All  well  estab¬ 
lished  in  4"  pots.  Ready  to  ship  and  to  plant 
any  time.  20%  off  on  U.S.  currency.  Quality 
plants  -  Quantity  Discounts.  Also,  many 
hardy  plants  and  perennials  plus  choice  al- 
pines,  rockery  plants,  primroses. 

List  on  request 


ARILIAN  ACRES 

Howard  Shockey 

Hybridizer  and  Grower 

ARILS-ARILBREDS-TALL  BEARDED 

Send  1st  Class  Postage  for  Catalog 

P.O.  Box  6742 
Albuquerque,  NM  87197 


BALDWIN’S  IRIS 

Offering  fine  irises  of  recent  introduc¬ 
tion  at  attractive  prices.  Over  500 
varieties. 

TBs  "  BBS  *  SDBs 
Descriptive  catalog  on  request. 
1306  Monroe  Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 

BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

Of  Joseph  J.  Ohio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  50<p  for  catalog  listing.  The  finest  in 
Median,  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacific,  Siberian 
and  Spuria  irises. 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 

“YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY” 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 


Display  Garden— 4611  Rio  Grande  Ln., 
NW 


Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 


ARIL  IRIS  FARM 

Oncocyclus  Hybrids  and  Species 
List  June  1st  on  Request 
JOHN  AND  BERTHA  HOLDEN 
1319  Gateway  Blvd.,  Ridgecrest,  CA  93555 


Iris 

Daylilies 

Peonies 

Perennials 


BUSSE 


AVONBANK  IRIS  GARDENS 


Choice  reblooming  Iris 


GARDEN  CENTER 
&  NURSERY 

635  E.  7th  St. 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA  55321 


Lloyd  Zurbrigg 

Box  5691  Radford  College 
Radford,  VA  24142 


(cA/\inn£.i.ota  li^exannLa 

Write  for  Catalog 
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PLANT  MARKERS 

CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

Lifetime  Plastic 

Treated  Wood 

Send  Stamp  for  price  list 

BUSSE  GARDEN  CENTER 

635  E.  7  St.,  Cokato,  MN  55321 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

Introductions  of  Perry  Dyer 

Price  list  of  quality  rhizomes  of  TB’s, 
medians,  beardless  and  arils  available 
on  request. 

Perry  Dyer  Paul  Black 

BURGES  IRIS  GARDEN 

1414  AMHERST  DRIVE 
DENTON,  TEXAS  76201 

Quality  rhizomes  of  the  newer  tall 
bearded  irises  at  reasonable  prices. 

List  on  request. 

CORDON  BLEU  FARMS 

TETRAPLOID  DAYLILIES 

Best  of  new  and  old  IRIS 

Tall  Bearded 

C&A  IRIS  GARDENS 

Spurias 

Growers  of  Quality  Iris 
REASONABLE  PRICES 

PRICE  LIST  ON  REQUEST— 
Wholesale  and  Retail 

1320  Mary  Street 

Hanford,  CA  93230 

Louisianas 

418  Buena  Creek  Road 

San  Marcos,  California  92069 

Free  catalog  on  request 

CHARJOY 

GARDENS 

The  Cherry  Lane  Gardens  of 

GLENN  F.  CORLEW 

Charles  and  Joyce 

Arny,  Jr. 

117  Acacia  Drive 
Lafayette,  La.  70508 

2988  Cherry  Lane 

Walnut  Creek,  California  94596 

featuring  the  introductions  of 

Glenn  F.  Corlew 

Top  Quality 

Louisiana  Irises 

and 

Vernon  Wood 

Catalog  15(p 

Send  25(1  for  catalog 

COOLEY’S  GARDENS 

301  S.  James  St. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

22549  Center  St.,  Hayward,  CA  94541 
Featuring  the  introductions  of  Bob  Brown; 
Virginia  Messick,  John  Nelson,  Don  Denney. 
Jim  McWhirter 

CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

A  comprehensive  collection  of  Tall 
Bearded  Iris 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 

TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 

QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 

1373  Coventry  Road 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $1.00  for  the  catalog,  then  deduct 
it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 

Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog.  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros. 
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HARDY  NORTHERN 
BEARDED  IRIS 

1979  Color  Catalog  $1.00 

Featuring  Introductions  of 
Gordon  W.  Plough 

Tall,  Border, 

Intermediate,  Standard  Dwarf 

EDEN  ROAD  IRIS  GARDEN 

P.O.  Box  117 

Wenatchee,  Wash.  98801 

A.  H.  HAZZARD 

510  Grand  Pre  Ave.  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  49007 

Grower  of 

JAPANESE  IRISES 

Over  300  varieties.  List  on  request. 

HILDENBRANDT’S 

IRiS  GARDENS 

Star  Route,  Box  4,  Lexington,  Nebr.  68850 
Region  21  Test  Garden  Located  Here 
Featuring  Introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 
Price  List  on  Request 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 

FOSTER  IRIS  NOTES 

850  Ora  Avo  Drive 

Vista,  CA  92083 
714^727^0695 

^^^GIFT  QUALITY  NOTEPAPER 

4  Sets  for  $5  Postpaid 
Packaged  in  Beautiful 

Iris  Decorated  Folders 

HILLVIEW  GARDENS 

Lilly  M.  Gartman 

18461  Hillview  Dr.,  Los  Gatos,  CA  95030 
Choice  selection  of  TB,  Arilbred,  IB 
and  SDB  irises. 

Free  Catalog 

IRIS  LABELS 

Mfg.  by 

TOM  FOSTER 

977  Meredith  Court 

Sonoma,  CA  95476 

A  garden  labeling  method  that  is  un¬ 
obtrusive  in  the  garden,  durable,  very 
legible  and  easy  to  use. 

Send  stamp  for  descriptive, 
literature  and  price  list. 

ILLINI IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 

N.  State  St.  Rd.  Monticelio,  ILL  61856 

Hybridizer  and  Grower 

Tall  Bearded,  Border  Bearded  and 
Siberian  Irises,  Tetraploid  Hemerocaliis 
Price  List  on  Request 

IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

1010  HIGHLAND  PARK  DRIVE 
COLLEGE  PLACE,  WASH.  99324 

(Growing  test  iris  for  seven  hybridiz¬ 
ers  to  date).  Free  catalogue. 

3000  varieties  on  display  in  May 

GENE  &  GERRY’S 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  by 
Crossman  and  Burger 

List  of  Newer  Varieties  on  Request 

39  E.  Patrick  Frederick,  MD  21701 

J  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

Featuring  the  Tall  &  Median 

Introductions  of: 

JACK  BOUSHAY 

Alta  Brown  —  Ken  Shaver 

John  Taylor  of  England 

Catalog  on  Request 

Route  1,  Box  329 

Cashmere,  Washington  98815 

GIBSON  IRIS  GARDENS 

146  S.  Villa  St.,  Porterville,  CA  93257 

Tall  bearded  iris  price  list  on  request. 
Specializing  in  Gibson  introductions.  Cur¬ 
rent  introductions  listed  and  described  in 

the  Winter  Bulletin. 
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THE  J  — LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 

Tall  Bearded  irises  of  quality  and  vigor 

REBLOOMING  SPECIALISTS 

More  than  one  hundres  varieties  - 
new  and  old 

SPRING  BLOOMING  VARIETIES 

Extensive  listing  of  newer 
introductions 

Prices  low  -  Quality  high  - 
Satisfaction  guaranteed 

Send  30(p  stamp  for  list  after  March  1 
Rt.  #2,  Box  444,  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

MARYOTT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

An  acre  of  irises  specializing  in 

*  Latest  Tall  Bearded 

*  Medians  and  Arilbreds 

*  Remontants  and  Novelties 

*  Hard  to  find  Antiques 

We  search  for  and  grow  the  best 
and  most  recent  varieties,  and  of¬ 
fer  them  at  extremely  low  prices. 
We  give  generous  extras  and 
guarantee  what  we  sell. 

KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  Box  8173 

STOCKTON,  CALIFORNIA  95208 

Free  Catalog 

BILL  &  MELINDA  MARYOTT 

1678  Andover  Lane 

San  Jose,  CA  95124 

Catalogue  Featuring  . . . 

1979  Introductions  of 

Joe  Gatty 

Keith  Keppel 

and  the  newest  varieties  of 
tall  beardeds 
medians 

(408)  265-2498 

DR.  &  MRS.  CURRIER  McEWEN 
South  Harpswell,  Maine  04079 

SIBERIAN  AND  JAPANESE 
IRISES 

Available  on  Request  to  AIS  Members 

List  on  Request 

LA  CRESTA  GARDENS 

MARYANN  M.  ANNING 

12864  Viscaino  Rd. 

Los  Altos  Hills,  CA  94022 
Offering  a  wide  selection  of  top 
quality  TB,  IB  and  SDB  irises. 

Free  Catalog 

MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South  -  A 

Stockton,  CA  95205 

Presenting  the  1979  introductions  of:  San- 

LAURIE’S  GARDEN 

(Lorena  M.  Reid) 

ford  Babson,  Ben  R.  Hager,  Bob  Dunn, 

Doris  Greenwood,  Duane  Meek,  Jonnye 

Rich  and  Carl  Wyatt. 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy 
Springfield,  Oregon  97477 

Listing:  TB,  Median,  Dwarf,  Novelty,  Aril- 

bred  and  Reblooming  iris. 

Specializing  in:  CALIFORNICAE,  JAP¬ 
ANESE  and  SIBERIAN  Irises.  Also 
grow  many  Cal-Sibes,  Evansia, 
Laevigatae,  Louisiana  and  other 
Beardless  Species  and  Hybrids. 

Featuring:  Spuria,  Siberian,  Louisiana  iris 

and  Daylilies. 

SEE  OUR  NEW  IDEAS  ON  PRICING! 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOG  $1.00 

Descriptive  price  list 
for  stamp  in  May. 

Refundable  with  first  order. 
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MILLER’S  MANOR 

IRIS  GARDENS 

ROGER  AND  LYNDA  MILLER 
Specializing  in  Miniature  Dwarf  and 
Tall  Bearded  Iris.  List  on  Request. 
Box  105  Markle,  IN  46770 

HARDY 

NORTHERN  PEONIES 

Beautiful  Herbaceous  and 

Tree  Peony  Hybrids.  Excellent 
quality.  Exciting  colors. 

MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

Free  Catalog 

(MELBA  AND  JIM  HAMBLEN) 

DAVID  REATH 

Featuring  Fine  Irises  of 

Vulcan,  Michigan  49892 

Recent  Introduction 

HENRY  C.  ROWLAN 

TALL  BEARDED  AND  MEDIAN 

12  Roxbury  Drive 

CATALOG  ON  REQUEST  =  NO  COLOR 

Little  Rock,  AR  72209 
Featuring  Space  Age  Irises.  TBs, 

2778  W.  5600  So.  Roy,  Utah  84067 

Medians,  Spurias  &  Louisianas.  Price 
list  available  in  May  for  150:  stamp. 

MOHR  GARDENS 

1649  Linstead  Drive 

Lexington,  KY  40504 

SCHLIEFERT 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Featuring  the  tall  bearded  in¬ 
troductions  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Mohr, 
David  Mohr  and  Ken  Mohr.  Also,  a 
large  selection  of  contemporary 
TBs  from  your  favorite  American 
hybridizers. 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 

Murdock,  Nebraska  68407 

Since  1935 

All  Dykes  available;  true  to  name. 

Our  Thirty-Eighth  Annual  Catalog 

35(5 

MRS.  MILTON  OGBURN 

Route  One,  Box  31 

Smithfield,  N.C.  27577 

TB  irises  at  bargain  prices 

SCHREINER’S  GARDENS 
3629QUINABYRD.,NE. 
SALEM,  OREGON  97303 

Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors 

Send  stamp  for  free  list. 

GROWERS  ~  HYBRIDIZERS  - 

RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Glenn  and  Zula  Hanson 

7124  Riverdale  Road,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
55430 

Featuring  an  extensive  list  of  dwarfs  and 
medians. 

Free  price  list.  No  color. 

ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$1.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 
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SYLVIES  IRIS  FARM 

Roy  &  Debbie  Sylvies 
4620  W.  Ave.  K-12 
Quartz  Hill,  CA  93534 

Arils,  Arilbreds  and 
Newer  Tall  Beardeds 


GILBERT  H.  WILD  &  SON 

Dept.  AIS1079 
Sarcoxie,  MO  64862 

Send  $1  for  96-page  illustrated 
catalog  in  color  featuring 
IRISES,  PEONIES,  DAYLILIES. 


COPY  DEADLINES 


Featuring  introduction  of 
Mark  Rogers  and  Doris  Foster. 

List  on  Request 


TRANQUIL  LAKE  NURSERY 
45  River  St. 
Rehoboth,  MA  02769 


January  issue  .........  Oct.  15 

April  issue  ............  Jan.  15 

July  issue. ............  Apr.  15 

October  issue  .........  July  15 


ZANE’S  TRACE  IRIS  GARDENS 
Richard  and  Joey  Amrhein 

Over  1000  varieties  of  bearded  iris 
TB  BB  IB  MTB  SDB 


Specializing  in  Japanese  and  Siberian 
Irises  plus  daylilies  with  a  special 
emphasis  on  double  flowered  forms. 
Send  stamp  for  descriptive  catalog. 
We’re  very  pleased  to  announce  that 
we  are  introducing  Bee  Warburton’s 
and  Dr.  William  McGarvey’s  new 
beardless  hybrids. 


Wide  selection  in  all  categories 
Our  iris  are  grown  with  the  latest  in 
sub-surface  drip  irrigation  methods. 

Free  Descriptive  Catalogue  on  request 
Featuring  introductions  of 
Ralph  Coleman 

1975  Cole  Road 
Aromas,  CA  95004 
Phone:  408-728-1975 
Garden  Visitors  are  always  welcome 


At  the  1979  Convention,  George  Waters 
ducked  the  rain,  while  Bee  Warburton 
hugged  a  plastic  bag.  Larry  Harder  kept 
plastic  over  his  camera. 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1-  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode 
Island.  Mr.  Robert  Sobek,  37  River  Rd.,  Westford,  MA  01866. 

2-  New  York.  Mr.  Lynn  K.  Carmer,  419  Trimmer  Rd.,  Spencerport,  NY  14559. 
3“  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Grant  D.  Kegerise,  501  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Reading,  PA  19605. 

4- Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
Dr.  E.  Roy  Epperson,  1115  Delk  Dr.,  High  Point,  NC  27262. 

5-  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida.  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson,  829  Pine  Hill 
Dr.,  Elberton,  GA  30635. 

6- Ohio,  Michigan  and  Indiana.  Mrs.  C.  Daniel  Overholser,  2219  E.  Spring  St., 
New  Albany,  IN  47150  Tel.  812-944-5356. 

7-  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Dr.  Hubert  C.  Mohr,  1649  Linstead  Dr.,  Lex¬ 
ington,  KY  40504. 

8- Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  Mr.  Julius  Wadekamper,  10078  154th  Ave.,  Elk 
River,  MN  55330. 

9-  Illinois.  Mr.  George  Rodosky,  P.O.  Box  724,  Kinsman,  IL  60437. 

10-  Louisiana.  Mr.  Richard  Goula,  113  Acacia  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70501. 

11-  Montana,  Idaho  and  Wyoming.  David  M.  Durnford,  1504  S.  Seventh  West, 
Missoula,  MT  59801. 

12-  Utah.  Mrs.  David  E.  Burton,  304  11th  Ave.,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84103. 

13- Oregon,  Washington,  Alaska.  Mr.  Ron  Kessel,  29410  112th  Ave.,  Auburn, 

WA  98002 

14-  Northern  California,  Nevada,  Hawaii.  Mrs.  R.  Nelson  Nicholson,  5353  E. 
Morada  La.,  Stockton,  CA  95212. 

15-  Southern  California  and  Arizona.  Janice  Chesnik,  418  Buena  Creek  Rd.,  San 

Marcos,  CA  92069  Tel.  714-726-2890. 

16- Canada.  John  McMilien,  Route  1,  Norwich,  Ontario  NOJ  IPO,  Canada,  Tel. 
519-863-6508. 

17- Texas.  Mrs.  John  Wade,  4209  Santa  Rita,  El  Paso,  TX  79902. 

18-  Missouri  and  Kansas.  Mr.  James  Rasmussen,  11  Rambler  Rd.,  Hutchinson, 
KS  67501. 

19-  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island,  N.Y.  Mr.  B.  J.  Houseward,  Jr.,  122  Mawhin- 
ney  Ave.,  Hawthorne,  NJ  07506. 

20-  Colorado.  Dr.  John  R.  Durrance,  4301  E.  Cedar  Ave.,  Denver,  CO  80222. 

21 - Iowa,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota.  Mr.  Allan  G.  Ensminger, 
Rt.  3,  Lincoln,  NB  68507  Tel.  402-467-2082. 

22-  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas.  Mr.  Oren  E.  Campbell,  6704  Incas  Dr.,  North  Little 

Rock,  AR  72116. 

23-  New  Mexico.  Mrs.  Patricia  J.  Clauser,  Box  1006,  Corrales,  NM  87048 

24-  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  Grady  Kennedy,  9610  Todd  Mill  Rd.,  Huntsville, 
AL  35803  Tel.  205-881-1739. 


GAaiyoy  Sarcfens 


117  ACACIA  DRIVE 
LAFAYETTE,  LOUISIANA  70508 
(318)  235-2742 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  LIBRARIES 


3  9088  01247  3468 


"Easter  Gide  HO.OO 


(Tirny  79) 


Sdig.  #  BIC-Y-Lav  2-77 
LUCILE  HOLLEY  X  LAV.  SDLG. 


CHARLES,  JOYCE,  &  CHUCK  ARMY 

LAFAYETTE,  LOUISIANA 


